your Prioneer Wee

LAR

NN SADDLE RIVER TWP

Fair Lawn, N. J., Friday, Oct. 13, 1950

varl Wittman, Clarion

Publisher, Dies At 73

Death came Sunday morning
te Carl Wittman, founder and
publisher of The Clarion.

He passed away at his home
at 116 Farview Avenue, Para-
mus, where a quarter of a cen-
tury ago he penned the editorial
and stories of the first issue
of this newspaper.

Failing health during the last
of his 73 years brought to the
fore his son Robert, managing
editor, who will continue to pub-
lish The Clarion.

Born in the Schwarzwald
section of Germany in 1877,
Carl Wittman emigrated to this
country at the age of 14. After
some years as a baker's ap-
prentice in the Bordentown and
Philadelphia area, the year 1900
found him on a coastal steamer
from Seattle to Juneau, Alaska.

Three times during the fol-
lewing 10 years, he made his
way as a gold prospector on
foot and by dog sled to the
headwaters of the Yukon in the
Klondike region, down the
Yukon and on to Ncme. In 1902,
the Federal District Court for
the First Division of Alaska
conferred United States citizen-
ship upon him.

His 10 years in the Arctic
ccuntry were followed by ex-
tended travels that took him to
Hawazii, Japan, China, Siberia,
Russia, the Balkan countries,
Turkey, Egypt and North Af-
rica, Italy, Austria, Germany
and . England.

At London; in 1913, he mar-
ried Mary Thalmayr, a native
oi Salzburg, Austria, who sur-
vives him, and in 1916, he re-

turned with his wife and infant

son, Walter, to the United
States.
After four ycars of resi-

dence in East Rutherford, Mr.
Wittman purchased a portion of
the Stagg farm fronting on the
southerly side of Century Road,
e 3t and west of Farview Ave-
nue, Paramus, Here he felled
huge oak trees that he carted
by horse and wagon to the late
Pete DeWilligen’s saw mill at
East Ridgewood Avenue. With
the oak beams and the field
stones he gathered, he fashion-

ed the house in which he
dwelled for the ensuing 30
years.

Retiring from the chicken
farm he operated at his Para-
mus home between 1920 and
1926, he founded this newspaper
in October of that year, under
the title of ‘‘Fair Lawn and
Paramus Clarion".

A host of the friends he
made during the past 24 years
in his newspaper work in Fair
Lawn, Paramus, Rochelle Park,
East Paterson and Saddle River
Township, paid their last re-
spects to Carl Wittman on
Tuesday evening at ‘the Vander
Plaat Memorial Home, S-113
Farview Avenue, Paramus.
~ Fcllewing a privete service
by the Rev. Walter Kiloetzli
bastor of the Christ Lutheran
Church of Paramus, on Wed-
nesday morning, the Body was
cremated at North Bergen.

He is survived by his widow,
Mary S.. two sons, Walter T.
and Robert C.,, and two grand-
children, Jane and Carl.
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Carl Wittman, 73, editor-&‘xg-
flisher of the Fair Lawn and Para-
mus Clarion, died yesterday after
a brief illness at his home, 116
Farview Avenue, Paramus. Born
'in Germany, he had come to this
country at the age of 14, prospect-
ing 10 years for gold in Alaska.
He became a citizen in 1902 and
traveled extensively throughout
the world both before and after
his marriage in 1913. Mr, and
Mrs, Wittman settled in East
Rutherford in 1916 and moved to
Paramus in 1920. Mr. Wittman
started the Clarion in 1926 as the
first newspaper published in Fair
Lawn. A son, Robert Wittman,
will continue to edit the weekly
'as he did during his father’s ill-
‘mess. Surviving in addition to
Robert Wittman are his wife,
Mary, and their son, Walter, of
Paramus, and two grandchildren.

| Ernest Frick, Sr.

Ernest Frick, Sr., 60, husband of
\Mrs, Clara  Weinert Frick, 32
Burgess Place, Passaic, died yes-
terday in St. Mary’s Hospital, Pas-
saicc. He was a stockclerk at
Jacques Wolf and Company, Clif-
ton. Mr. Frick was born in Alsace-
Lorraine and had resided in the
Passaic area 37 years. Surviving,
in addition to his wife, are: three
sons, George, of Clifton, and Ernest
and Henry, of Passaic; two grand-
children, and a brother, Alfred, in
Europe.
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Carl Wittman,
Clarion Editor,
Passes Away at 73

Carl Wittman, editor and publish-
er of “the weekly Fair Lawn and
Paramus Clarion, died on Sunday at
his home, 118 Fairview Avenue, Para-
mus, after an illness of several
‘months. His age was 73.

Mr. Wittman was born in Germany
and first came to the United States
at the age of fourteen, From 1900
until 1910 he prospected for gold in
Alaska, and there became an Ameri-

After his marriage, which took
place in London in 1913, he and his
wife traveled through Europe, and in
1916 came to the Unitel States, mak~
ing their home first in East Ruther-
ford and then in Paramus in 1920,

In 1926 Mr, Wittman started The
Clarion, the first newspaper published
in Fair Lawn, His son, Robert, took
charge of The Clarion during his
father’s illness, and will continue to
publish the weekly.

Private funeral services were held
yesterday at the Vander Plaat Memo-
rial Home, Paramus, with the Rev.
Walter Kloetzli, pastor of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, Fairview
Avenue, Paramus.

wife, Mary S. Wittman; two sons,
Robert and Walter, (the borough at-

Mr. Wittman is survived by his ‘

torney) and two grandchildren,
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'Councilmen Honor Memory
Of Burke, Paper’s Owner

Fair Lawn—Members of the Bor-
ugh Council last night paid high
:Eribute to former Councilman Ernest
|newspaper publisher, who died re-
cently. Burke was killed Friday
|night in a traffic accident and Witt-
man died early Sunday morning
at his home following a brief illness.

The Councilmen, in publicly ex-
pressing their deep sympathy to the
family and relatives of Burke, re-
marked on the 20 years of service
which Burke had given to the Bor-
ough. A resolution passed unani-
mously by the Council points out
the former Councilman, who served
for seven years under former Mayors

urke and Carl Wittman, weekly|
|years ago when the Borough be-|

'his life in public service. Council-
'man Howard C. Yerger Jr. stated

it was Burke who did so much to-
ward effecting civic improvements

|
came an independent municipality.'

The Council also publicly ex-
pressed its deep sympathy to Witt-
man's family. A resolution unani-
mously adopted by the Councili
members describes the enthusiasmi,
with which Wittman always en-_

Thomas P. Knott and Theodore K.
Ferry, devoted his time and efforts
conscientiously to many civie and
frtaernal organizations without re-
‘gard to his own time and personal
\ain. His passing was described as

great loss to the Borough.

Mayor John K. Pollitt declared
Nat Burke was a good friend of the
’&.tire Borough and spent much of

|

] Council Pays Tribute""

To Memories Of ™€
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+Burke, Wittman " c4..|

. The borough council memorial-
ized former Councilman Ernes(
Burke and Carl Wittman, publish-
er of the Clarion, Tuesday night
recording great sympathy to family
and relatives and great apprecia:
tion of community services of the
two men. Burke was killed in z
hit-and-run accident on Fairlawr
Ave. Friday night. Wittman pass
ed away Sunday,

Mayor John K. Pollitt saic
“Ernie was a good friend to all
He spent a good part of his life
in public service. His passing is ¢
deep sorrow to me personally.”

Councilman H. C. Yerger fo!
the information of the newer resi
dents in the borough told o
Burke’s ringing door bells to inter
est the older residents to help hin
get lights, sidewalks and roads foi
the borough. Yerger said “Burke
was a part of the town. It is a sorry
thing he had to go the way he
did, but God is good. I believe He
will protect him.” )

In speaking of Carl Wittman,
Mayor Pollitt said “although Witt-
man was not a resident of *Fair
Lawn, he was definitely a part of
it as an active member of the
press. He was always very fair in
matters going on in the borough,

i| est Burke, and Carl Wittman, pub-

dersed clvic improvements since the
inception of the Borough in 1924.

Mayor Pollitt stated that though
the publisher was not a resident of
the Borough, he became an integ-
ral part in its life. Wittman was a
lovable character who was at' all
times fair, said the Mayor:
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Council in Tribufe
To Burke, Wittman

Resolutions paying tribute to
former Borough Councilman Ern-

lisher of the weekly Fair Lawn
and Paramus Clarion, and extend-
ing sympathy to their families on
their recent deaths, were adopted
at last night's meeting of Mayor
John K. Pollitt and the Fair Lawn
Borough Council. ,

Mayor Pollitt told of his personal
sorrow at Burke's passing, as well|,
as Mr. Wittman, He pointed out
that although the latter was not
a Fair Lawn resident, he endear-
ed himself to all by his fair edi-
torial policy in his paper.

Councilman H. Charles Yerger,
Jr., speaking of Mr. Burke, said
that few people know of his efforts
to arouse the people to the needs
of the borough when the town was
young.

Councilman Paul W. Hardy call-
ed attention to the fine police work
of Patrolman Milton Capwell in
the apprehension of'the hit-run
driver whose car killed Burke
as he walked across Fair Lawn
Ave., last Friday night. His recom-
mendation that a certificate of
commendation be given to Cap-
well was approved by the coun-

Ul pATERSONEVE VEWS

and very level-headed, ready al-
ways with sound advice, and a lov-!
able person. I feel badly personally
over his passing.”
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The Bergen Evénlng Record believes that wide:

€ spread public discussi
of governmental and societal problems is a vital coné::mltcmt of let;z
government 113 a democracy. Its editorial writers express their uncensored | /
and not infallible opinions on its editorial page. Its readers are cordially

invited to express theirs in “Voice of the People”.
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Carl Wittman'’s death this week
impoverishes his community and
his craft. His craft was journal-
ism: he was editor of—or, rather,
he was — the Fair Lawn and
Paramus Clarion. His community?
Like Thoreau's Concord, it was
the wide world.

Captious critics of his editorial

.|policy used to observe tartly that
\Mr. Wittman was better with a

telescope than with a micro-
scope, that rarely did he find at
hand in the antiecs of the Fair
Lawn or Paramus society and
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statecraft reasons for anger. But
propinquity and such a talent for
thinking well of the neighbors as

.\Mr. Wittman had may temper

the critical faculty. Not many of
us have Thomas Wolfe's gift (if
it be not a curse) for looking
homeward, angel, and seeing that

home is as tawdry as the great

globe of which it is part. No

*'matter!

Carl Wittman was at his pic-

.|turesque best and will be remem-

bered longest for his editorials —
so astonishing in a little (often
4-page) weekly newspaper — on
international affairs. He had an
undying detestation of lHohen-
zollerns, Hapsburgs, Bourbons,
Mitsui and Mitsubishi, Guelphs,
Windsors. And so of course he
hated Hitler and cartels and isms.
And so also he championed de-
mocracy as only a man can who
has known (as he did) what the
other thing really is. .

Carl was a good and gentle
man. Where he has gone he will
be happy on his beat, because he
will be among friends and neigh-
bors. The souls he so vividly
hated are still a long way off,

straight down,

CARL WITTMAN,
PUBLISHER, DIES

Survivors Include Wife And Two
Sons; Private Funeral Rites Set

Paramus—Car! Wittman, 73, news-
paper publisher, of 116 Farview Ave-

nue, died at his home yesterday
morning after a brief illness.

E

Born in Germanv. he had come to
this country 59 years ago and had
been a resident of Paramus for 30
years. He was publisher of the Pa-
ramus-Fair Lawn Clarion, now
known as The Clarion,

Survivors are his wife, Mrs. Mary
S. Wittman; two sons, Walter T.
wittman and Robert C. Wittman;
two grandchildren, Jane and Carl
Wittman, all of Paramus.

The body is reposing at the Van-
der Plaat Memorial Home, Paramus,
where friends may call Tuesday eve-
ning from 7 to 9 P. M. Private fu-
neral services will be held at the
funeral home on Wednesday at 10
A. M.
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PARAMUS

Carl Wittman,

Publisher of
Clarion, Dies

_Carl Wittman, 73, of 116 Far-
view Ave., publisher of the Fair
Lawn Paramus Clarion aand one of
Paramus’ best-known and beloved

residents, died yesterday morning
at his home after an illness of sev=
eral yeans.

Born in the Black Forest section
of Germany on Feb. 9, 1877, Wilt-
man came to America at the age
of 14, and became a naturalized
citizen while a prospector in
Alaska in 1902, After 10 years in
Alaska as a prospector, he re-
turned to San Francisco in 1912,
from which point he commenced
a globe-circling trip.

is stops included Hawaii, Ja-
pan, China, Siberia, Russia, Africa,
Central Europe and England. While
in London in 1913, he married Miss
Mary Thal 7, a native of Aus-
tria. They Teélllrned to America i
1916 and lived in East Rutherfor
prior to moving to Paramus in
1920. He operated a chicken farm
before founding his newspaper.

His kegn knowledge of Eurovean
history inspired editorials which
attracted attention throughout the
entire country. Many have been
re-printed in some of the language
presses.

Wittman is survived by his wife
and two sons, Walter T. Hacken-
sack lawyer and borough attorney
of Paramus, and Robert C., editor
of his father's paper. Friends may
call at the funeral home at S-113
Farview Ave, Paramus, tomorrow
evening between 7 and 9. A pri-
vate service will be held on Wed-
nesday morning, followed by cre-

mation.
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will come, and will not tarry Heb. X. 7. ¥
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Carl Wittman Dies;
Editor Fair Lawn,
Paramus Paper

- Carl Wittman, editor-publisher L TR
and founder of the weekly Fair i
Lawn and Paramus Clarion,
passed away yesterday morning
in his Paramus home, 116 Farview
Ave. He had been ill for some
time and his health declined rap-
tidly after an operation last July.

Born in Germany, Wittman
came to the United States at the
age of 14. From 1900 to 1910 he
was in Alaska - prospecting for
gold and he became an American
citizens there in 1902. left
Alaska in 1910 for a trip on"which
he visited Hawaii, Japan, China,
Siberia, Russia, the Balkans and
North Africa on his trip. In 1913
he married in London. His wife
was a native of Austria.

After their marriage Mr. and
Mrs. Wittman traveled through-
out Europe. Their first son was
born in Dresden, Germany. In
1916 they came to the United
States and settled in East Ruther-
ford. They moved to Paramus in

1920.

In 1926 Mr. Wittman started the
Clarion, the first newspaper pub-
lished in Fair Lawn. Under his
guidance it has steadily grown
and it now serves the entire Fair
Lawn area. He wrote articles for
several foreign newspapers at one
time His son, Robert Wittman,
took charge of the Clarion il(llburing

The

As
Hmima

Frank
Ellee

man, ch aftorney,”a WO
grandchildren, Jane and Carl
Wittman.

Friends may call from 7 to 9
pm. Tuesday at 5-113 Farview
Ave., Paramus. After a private
service on Wednesday. The Rev.
Kloetzli, pastor of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Paramus, will
officiate. |
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e Carl Wittman was not a competitor. To us, as to many /
ns others, he was a legend and an influence we can never g
0y forget.
P8 The important thing about Carl was not the fact that
e, he edited and published the Clarion. It was the man him- )
n' self that counted. He revealed his character at all times,
for he was an individual of stature. No one who talked to o
i /| Carl Wittman about the things that were closest to him
- could ignore his mood and his mentality.
During the many years that he wrote about Fair Lawn
men and events, Carl played more than an ordinary part 1
v in shaping local history. But more than that, he left the im-
1 print of his mind and his personality on friends and col- .
t leagues.
Carl had a philosphy founded on experience, and a
i touchstone by which he measured life in the Borough or
in the world, through which he had traveled so widely.
He never spitefully harmed anyone or carried a grudge.
hi He broadened our world. His memory will stay with us
i always.
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