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LOST: A Friend to AIDS
FOOUND: A Community

--Peg Johnston |

Just as he sought the free- |
dom of San Francisco, he aban-
doned it for the sanity of the
country. Life in Oregon brought
more causes, the rural gay men's
movement, anti-logging efforts,
and country dance. :

It was the English and Scot-
tish country dance that was the
best metaphor for Carl's life
and his most effective vehicle
for creating a community. He
studied and taught, and even-
tually transformed the dance
by taking the sexism and hetero-
sexism out of it. He made even
the most awkward feel graceful
and brought together the most
diverse elements into a loving
and supportive community.

Carl Wittman, my cousin,

died January 22, 1986 of AIDS. That community, both in his
Carl was an extraordinary human home in Durham, NC and across
being and he was a sort of the country had only a month
"pathfinder" for me, being 6 to deal with the impact of
years older, and on the cut- " his illness before he died.
ting edge of every conceiv- But, because Carl accepted his
able liberation movement. dying with such equanimity,
iy e A and helped others to do so, the f
When I was cutting my teeth experience was empoweéering for
on books by Martin Luther King, all who participated in it.
he was.organizing agaifst’ ségreg="- -7 #feeate o o Y3
gation in Delaware, riding free- Carl resisted being sucked
dom buses in Mississippi, and" ) up by the medical machine and
politicizing neighborhoods in eventually spurned all their
Newark where he lived at the treatments and came home to

Eime jof Ehel60t's riotst ‘diq.._Fpiendsﬂand wellawgshers

were mobilized into support

His resistance to the draft _groups, teams to work on his
during the Vietnam War was not  ~ bodk about country dan®e; com-
only a personal statement but munications links with those
also an educational experience far away, and cooks to feed
for all his relatives and the troops.
friends. The anti-war move-
ment was fertile ground for In the end, he chose the day
radicals and we used to glimpse to die, a bright sunny day with
each other on those endless crocuses poking through the
Marches on Washingtion. earth, his close friends in the

garden, moved by the beauty

When Carl moved to San Fran- of someone who lived the way
cisco many felt he was '"dropping he wanted to and died the way
out™ but it made sense to me to he wanted to.
develop one's own sense of
liberation. "The Gay Manifesto” Carl's final trail-blazing
came out of that period and he was in dyinmng and he has altered
pushed the Left to develop a my attitude toward both life
greater consciousness on all and death. He has given me a
oppressions, including gays, gift of grace as a model for il

TP D= o o S ol B D Pom g U et S o oy ik i, ey U T o L Y i Vg S 5 g Vol s ] W



