A lovely Walk

7.

Af Ft/r/onj'f Feed & )feea// Clarice OI'G/CM faur [Ddl/hﬂ(f 'f / 4)”"’9'
crumbles and a sdck of dried meajwotms. Mv.Furlong scrisbles fae
hrif W‘ile Haywaaq’ am“t‘f (7qu4(.4 f‘a wei7/v ’JP ﬁfe feed.
Clarice [sves FW“/ﬂ"j ¢ withall 1#5 fa‘pff)‘Ef‘ $he faoks con f’cw/ca’éf al
the skillets “h”/f"{“f‘"’/“, the waterme lop f/?/\/eS and bi Aeay/ thain hodks,
fhe Ketosene lamps s Camning fume ls and e ol molasie s barvol, Ard beter yet

$he leves all fie /'A{’?Pc;/:'ni Customers. Suck as Yvefte and Hea ther wWio how
an;u/fﬂé‘ff I‘a/'/”.hj lis#. '

e hees 4 7udr7‘ezf/7oan/ €ach af Dixie [ee
peas, Sifver ueeh torh, ond Annie qule/ ok . And an e/'7Hl; of 4

ound of fweet Princess watermelon...”” . -
; "pon't ferqet the Trucker s Favotite | " say! dir"ﬁ/’#/‘ oo

15 Heather, whose edrs ust barely clear fhe counter.
"I did!" fvelle laughs. That Nl qlse be 4 7uarfer pound of your

o ’ . ‘ S ¢ ¢
Trucket’s Favorite SWeet Corh, PlEdsE ik,

"Mr. Fui rlmv?,” Yvafe 5")",



/My fdr/ahy /;m/a 5 spen {C'ye, fa/oﬁéay; In g Fow and then furns
towards the pins. ”C””'“‘] kfy/b-} ula, ladlies.”

[MH:’/@ (larice 7/4;.,“; af The headline on The hewspAapet In The
yack — 7he //I/e_f_/j_(./ (rack ”f.'.il W ainn 2 “local Preacher Detends ffdm.'//,"
”Wﬁa{eyer l';‘ {Laf' aéouf '7 3 ;Ae Wohc/eﬂ.

o

- Wq/kz;./o PN /(doo/ f/, Clarue hears 7 (aminof')h Un 1o
,D/amrawhz/. /V(l'. C]déa//o, ﬁ.é‘/}/‘/nor}oﬁf, /5 I'L’fﬂ”é‘ffhj 4 A&ieéa// 74»«0.
Am’j«d’ how Aif c/(luj“’él" ¢trides up fo fhe //qfe. )
Siug it Juanita ! " M. gdéa//ﬁ otlets. Clapice 13n't sure thati
the referees pe am"o'//r‘y, but She does know £0WProU4’/‘e 5 of hr's ‘7;"/.
C"ﬂfk/ The A,g// (dars sver e Aushes 4hd JHJhl‘fd }"(wlhl/f ﬂvé Aﬂf@f s
ot seond ! 24~ v glopshomt in 2 by coet s

—— ! X S
L —— ——————— s e —— T AENSSS——————

B

”HC}’ [fam'be'/ [oOk/ here/” She scans the 5(&991/4}4 cnd fr’ha//y f/’bff
él &d)' Wd/ out N']H‘ r[ic/a’. ff’f Ode/l ﬂhn/ée}h’dw‘h? {mné‘ﬂ»/hj at
her. Ske pufs down her parcelr and gees 7o se0.



"4 four-leaf clover,” he says. * Cor you o

"W/t}' 0(/6#, what a th'tfl' furfym’;e'/ s .

“fAnd see that cload 7 7 he poihts. "Don't it look ,/’/'ke—‘ A megic
carpet? And look there ! [ts éecfufa'fu//aarda/e'/ '

74 looks ke pais o me, " (larice fays. “And I thisk fheyre

CA::g;th i;zmas‘;:l-erc the whole qame, " pdell tells her. Aball

Whizzes betweeh their fff% :
"Throw 1#/ Throw /1 ./ yoices shout

Odellsmiles up & C/ara'tc} §9uinfs mu/;/wujs.
/A’ hat ar e/ejm\% necklace/ " Clarice fays-
He }volofi u/r f/»e clover chain ﬂ.m‘ 44n7/6$ ﬂl’dlM/A// nerA .

”[Ind&/e it "‘7"’/”/’

7

Clavice Hrotc glon : %ryiny fo sutrun The dark clouds,

”I{lau/r//»ave ﬂloaj ‘)", ";Le Muffer!. ljhm/// She &4 h 1“3// algau?‘

iti giﬂar. But 1he storm comes pa ]{,,7! and 1n ho time Clarite /s jeh‘/i/r

The next L fe is at fhe oid Whiffletree place, wiere she (pes
the new residents sitf "'7 in the INhitfledrpels rock ""] chaiys. Th ey re all i
0f4/8f'/’ram f/,e A,j faﬂe/‘ dow b 1‘0 ﬂf [iHle 7‘“’/4//6/‘, but ”@59"/)”5 /‘ac)(l'hj.
‘ v Hf}’ tere ! "the fmﬂ as she splashes up the walk. The ﬁm}// hag (JW
Juﬂl moved in and ClAvice hasn't ye?‘ fund the fime o be hef7/: Lar//.
" \’/’a/[ mind ff Ij'of;. \/od (5 Sllf dfkf, Sfﬂj) "/".“j “/’ ﬂt‘ f?le/*’f
yu"Hc /155- /:m]s.



th "Whyof course ot 1" Thats what she expects fiem 7 fy. Buf /nstead
€) ol patrow dheir eyes, and ho one speaks

Lnasplit second r/'7l.7‘ before her FUmp Jands or The one empTy
Chair, she sees The patents and the children 7/4,,4,',7 back and forth —
Are ﬂe/v /wxf:'/e ’ Ale ﬁ!e/ }‘Ml:‘yr)'? = m,a/jw} /;Ze ;Ag wds Ip dh c[/
corfoon (larice goes Inta reverse.

" Seuse me ! the g ys with a [ifle /ou/ofv, whick catihes 1n her qulfet

Shes down the ffe/n and out fhe ]lh’ as 714»‘54 as her bags Will ajlrw-

te fﬁé‘f /yeo/ﬂe 177 Clarice clucks.

At [east the raing /ef?‘i..j up.

”/(/1/ WO"‘/,/ ”fd)/f C/l)l"l.(:& ”Wéqu 7[‘47(. /E//.C/.OV; jh,e//? y

”(]ur/:ie, " fomes 4 f/ial:ﬁ 174 {’”""“ the opeh Window She ¢
just passing, Then 4 (ng Tace lowks aut Fhrowph The curtuns. Tt Lyle



"/Mlj}'%d; We/, (éme /’h dh/‘/Ac]ye 4 ;/,ce »
Tn thetr kifchen ghandsome pre cosls on The :Ae/f

Wingow -
¥ B ﬁlMWAerr/.. f Ay s gdr/anlj his /"(Jllh/,}'m/ ftze fim'/:'n]

over a § ffdhv/ washbasin Where dishes c/atter.
AN Fhubarb, ”* A//e inferrupts, He's skinny and § ffff and he

SCbWIS //‘}‘ﬂ?/?ldf'el /,efr )’Ef-finj oc,n"“ ﬂ.€ dé/ec/oﬂw-
Clarice smiles 1o herself

rizhtbelow The

"How hice fo dry off, " she 5:345, f/“ff""j het ‘/"’”/’ feathets
3 Vou dre ﬂ{/jZ;' for {ore e)'ef ,/ ”é-ar/dhc/ chuck/ef, wi/w'»j his
hands with 4 a’;';l,raj. |
3 PerAa/bf that's why those new folks femed (o anttiendly " (lapice soys
“T wouldn'thetonit?’ L),/e Shaps. "
“Obwell 1‘/,.';}7:'3 l'fjmf Wﬁdf'fheelleo/, "she fd/{. " Sk ,,/05,.]@.,{'

- (ﬁh‘fhaﬁah/ ﬂdhk )/ad éoﬂ». &



5.

L

ﬂerc are ,szféex yf é/ue overéecm’ Wbch C /drife G/roff Agr {dckf l/v
the fehce at Heather and Yvefes,

“Whoo ! " she groans. . 3
Twe bro‘wn eazf /)a/(e up dbove ﬂyrt/ _7"9“-’” thicket. What a

mess ! ” [Heather chortles. “ That Storin blew Hhese onions fo k;’ajdlo» come/"”
She ships fome fwine with her (harp front teeth and tis up another bunch ef
f/a"' Y leqyes.

Be )/mu/ 7 fdnf/e of w}ue;/ an eleqant heal/ Fises up b 4 long pesk..
& ot/ ” Yyele calls From across fe qarden. ” ek ¥
(ome visit 7 fue from dcrost Tie it Just wateh the mud,
Shes fr/:'n? te Jf"m)/\fah aut the peds. :
Taside fle fehw Clarice watches qc spverql hwo/n// children /or//e
to raise a faller (carecrow. [he doesn't mean fo jeem lfi!re:fe"tfful but

‘H‘f' de resemble Iwo Jima . |
! % Jast the /fahlml overalls /muj /r'm,» on Their Tomafo - stake frame 49din,

dhd #he battered hat tfilfs ovethead. |
: f";l/m'f/ "ffuqus Hhe Lillest 7arr/ehe/: Hes /,,;f found the old

Halloween pnack.



Tt Jooks hike éearjeW. ~uhh=Boxwood ? Clarice 7u€fft‘f ; Ol'hm/be
(Gardenia. Orisit Dick Chainfam.” fame#/hj like that. 7763/ 7// ook e
much the {ame .

fAf {Ilm'éjf oh %’?foe ﬂﬂﬂ/fuf‘PS/ 7[Af fﬂ(/fq/ 1%5; 6@(,4 aA}a I.{] ra“} ha;'/.
A//;‘Lu/ouhﬂ{fer; Whaa/v and /w//f‘l‘.

6.

{he t/oses He qarden 5(7‘5 behind her. Then [larice hoists for
sacks and Fupns fowards home. H been 7w¥e awalk frow Far/onj? Feed§, Seed /

“T am one /Wré‘/ C/u'fkfhl " She thinks. " Je have Svch Waha/&fj/q’n394éoﬂ.

“They all Se€m fo love wwhat sy do — their ponk and Heih pl And
’5""1"%" ﬂof’y [ove one ahaf%er./ﬁrﬂg "ﬁm’f/?drf. ” /) 7"

She takes a long, c/ét‘/’ breath amnd Jooks up 4t fae 5/ean’.jf 73 y-
"/‘47 heavens / //ﬁ‘”/’ s Clavice. Asplendid fainbor curves 7hsve the
fpwhl all ﬂ.e way frp;,. F:u-/ohj} Jl Aer /)/ace. I?‘?/«?ﬂ s ﬂjd’/hﬁl‘

the lafe afferneon ,{k/:
/—]PrAA”/u ess 19 (omplefe,




Back d_izAOme (larice f“f’ sut (sme clean (traw fpr her wosbly
/Ddrehfr. Che checks to ceefrat all 1s well ./.fre;; water. f/HJ y of

Stratech — and then into a dish che sorinkles foeme mealworms
which they en jey best of all fer old mother ahd fathek

Tats her own vaw! Claps e bours Some of The /,7,',,7 ftec/ that

Ead

chei toted all afternoon /‘"‘]‘ by new The (/é/ /$ 7e/7'/37 dark.

Then very f/awly she i 7/€§ down into /vér m]‘vr/'aﬂe nest and closes

her eyes. | : L
[ﬁ”{' e‘al/ éem (] a‘lc/«h, {‘e ﬂ:; k. Iﬁerpf ﬂ.e fer/ze 7Lda/ (edrch

for feod- And theres the weather. And predators. (fhe chudders slightly,
'f‘n'hkv‘v af ]L/.E' héw he;’y/:lwrl.)

Ahq/ ﬁg_n,fl\e musés, ﬂuere will be 4 }fax'mf:o W.
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