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al of all charges against him

in Washington, said it would have
no comment until then. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Norma Holloway
Johnson has said she will hear oral
arguments on the motions later in
September.

Rostenkowski was chairman of
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee when he was indicted on 17
counts in May. He is charged with
converting $636,600 in federal
funds and $56,267 in campaign

funds to his personal use.

The indictment accused the
lawmaker of hiring ghost employ-
ees, using his official account to
buy personal gifts from the House
Stationery Store, trading stamps
for personal cash at the House
Post Office, and converting official
vehicles to personal use.

“The interpretation of House
rules and the decision whether to
discipline a member for a violation

of them is a matter constitutionél‘-
ly committed exclusively to the
House,” the defense said.

‘“T'hese rules, which have
changed dramatically and repeat-
edly over the past 20 years vest
members with broad discretion in
determining whether a particular
transaction is properly chargeable
to congressional expense
allowances.” ¢
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Attorney Walter Wittman,
championed liberal causes

By CHRISTOPHER MUMMA '
Staff Writer

Walter T. Wittman of Paramus,
a prominent attorney whose dedi-
cation to liberal causes included
work on affordable housing, exclu-
sionary zoning practices, and civil
rights, died Monday after a long
illness. He was 80.

Mr. Wittman, a lifelong
Paramus resident, was the lawyer
for many town councils, as well as
a variety of planning, zoning, and
school boards. His longest-run-
ning tenures included stints as the
school board attorney in Paramus
from 1939 to 1971, as Paramus
municipal attorney from 1940 to
1954, and as the borough attorney
in Hillsdale from 1956 to 1979.

But his reputation extended
well beyond Bergen County. His
resolute stands on a variety of lib-
eral causes were, in many cases,
far ahead of their time.

“He was a man of just enormous
character and dignity,” said Mi-
chael Lubin, who practiced with
Wittman from 1974 to 1984. “No
matter what, he always stood up
for what he believed in.”

For most of his career — and
long before the courts stepped in
— Mr. Wittman was a prominent
critic of state zoning laws. He
maintained that the combination
of exclusionary zoning practices
combined with the state’s inequi-
table property tax system caused
de facto segregation.

One of Mr. Wittman’s highest-
profile cases in that capacity was
Robinson vs. Cahill, which he ar-
gued as the Englewocd school
board attorney. That case — in
which Wittman challenged the
state tax system as the cause of
inequitable school funding — led
to the 1973 ruling throwing out the
New Jersey school funding system
on the grounds that it led to great-
er spending on wealthy children
than on poor children.

In 1963, long before the Open
Public Meetmgs Act was estab-
lished, Mr. Wittman prompted
case law that led to the principle
that municipal bodies may take
formal actions only at public, open
meetings. He went on to counsel
the sponsors of the Open Public
Meetings Act a decade later.

As a result, Mr. Wittman be-
came a recognized expert on mu-
nicipal and school law. He served
on many state boards, and was for
many years co-chairman of the
legislative committee of the state
League of Municipalities.

“He was a mild, quiet-spoken
kind of guy, but when he opened
his mouth, everybody took "him
very seriously,” said William Dres-
sel, the executive director of the
League of Municipalities.

Mr. Wittman also was firmly
opposed to racial discrimination.

In 1944, as an attorney for the
Bergen County chapter of the Na-

tional Association for the Ad-

vancement of Colored People, he
brought a lawsuit against a Hack-
ensack restaurant for refusing to
serve a black woman. In 1948, he
was instrumental in the first chal-

lenge to the systematic exclusion ..

of blacks from grand juries.

In 1964, Mr. Wittman took a
small role in the civil rights move-
ment when he spent 40 days in
Mississippi investigating voting-
rights complaints made by local
blacks. :

Mr. Wittman also was an early
opponent of the Vietnam War, and
spent much time counseling
would-be draftees about their
rights. In 1968, he taught a draft- —
counseling class at Fairleigh chk-
inson University. )

Mr. Wittman’s wife, Jeannette
to whom he was married for 61
years, died in April. Surviving is a
daughter, Jane Van De Bogart of
Woodstock, N.Y. !

Interment arrangements . art;
private, but a memorial service
will be held Aug 20 at 1 p.m. at;the
Central Unitarian Church’ ip
Paramus. In lieu of flowers, ;the
family is requesting that gifts be
sent to the Paramus Rotary Club -
Foundation, ¢/o Thomas Wells, —
P.0. Box 1827, Paramus, N.L
07653, or to the Southern Poverty . &,

Law Center, 400 Washington Ave? ]

P.O. Box 548, Montgomery, Ala
36101. !
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Wittman

(From page 1)

Paramus’ |

Wittman
dies at 80

Attorney served boro

PARAMUS — Walter T. Wittman of
the borough, a prominent Bergen
County municipal attorney and civil
rights advocate, died on Aug. 1 at the
age of 80.

Born in Dresden, Germany, the son
of Carl Wittman and Mary Thalmayr
Wittman, he was graduated from Col-
umbia College in 1935 and from Col-
umbia Law School in 1938.

He was admitted to the New Jersey
Bar in 1938 and, at the time of his
death, served as counsel to the
Montvale firm of Beattie Padovano.

A lifelong resident of Paramus, Wit-
tman began his service to that com-
munity in 1939 as the judge of the
Recorder’s Court. In the same year, he
was appointed as the attorney for the
Paramus Board of Education, a post
he held for 32 years. In 1940 he
became the borough attorney of Para-
mus and served in that position until
1954.

He was active, both as attorney and
participant, in many community or-
ganizations in Paramus including
charter membership in the Paramus
Rotary Club, founding counsel of the
Paramus Volunteer Ambulance
Corps, a member of the Paramus
School Service Association and a
Friend of the Paramus Library.

Tom Wells, an attorney in Paramus
and a past president of the Paramus

Rotary Club, said that Wittmen “was
a dedicated member of the Paramus
Rotary Club. He was a trustee of the
(clab’s) Foundation which provides
scholarships to Paramus High School
students which total about $15,000
per year. He was a great man.”

Wittman was also the borough at-
torney of Hillsdale from 1956 to 1979
and the attorney for many other plan-
ning boards, zoning boards and boards
of education in Bergen County.

Recognized throughout New Jersey
as an expert in municipal and school
law he was, at the time of his death,
the co-chair of the New Jersey League
of Municipalities, legislative commit-
tee. He was a founding member of the
New Jersey Association of School At-
torneys and the New Jersey Institute
of Municipal Attorneys.

According to Wells, Wittman was
“absolute gentleman and one of the
most distinguished members of the
bar in New Jersey. I considered him a
mentor. Whenever I'd get stuck with a
municipal law problem I'd call him.”

As early as 1944, Wittman began
publicly attacking racial discrimina-
tion. As the attorney for the Bergen
County Chapter of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, he brought a successful
‘action against the Esquire Restaurant
in Hackensack for refusing to serve a
black weman.

In 1948, Wittman was instrumental
in the first challenge to the systematic
exclusion of blacks from the grand jury
in Bergen County and was involved in
a second challenge in 1969 which
resulted in a modification of the grand
jury selection process. He frequently
served, pro bono, as the attorney for
many members of minority com-
munities in Bergen County and for the
Bergen County Fair Housing Council.

(See WITTMAN, page 16)

Early on, as a member of
Governor William T. Cahill’s
Housing Task Force in 1971-72,
he recognized the inequities of
suburban exclusionary zoning
and its impact on the ability of
people to obtain affordable
housing. He challenged his mu-
nicipal clients to attack the real
property tax system in New
Jersey as one of the root causes
of the state’s housing shortage.

Before the adoption of the
Open Public Meetings Act, Wit-
tman in 1963 established, in the
case of Wolf v. Zoning Board of
Adjustment of Park Ridge, the
principle that municipal bodies
were required to take formal
actions only at open, public

meetings.

Wittman’s wife, Jeannette,

1l
;

He was an early opponent of
the Vietnam War and, in his
professional capacity, counsel-
ed many young men as to their
rights under the draft law. He
was a founding member of the
Lawyers Alliance for Nuclear
Arms Control.

Ed Brodken, a Paramus resi-
dent and an artist, was a friend
of Wittman for over 40 years.
“He was the most extraordinary

individual. We would have long -

discussions on philosophy, his-
tory, saliling and art. As an
artist, I don’t think I've ever
known anyone, from outside the
art world, who could probe so
deeply into what was going on
in the art world.”

died in April. A son, Carl and
his brother, Robert also
predeceased him. He is
survived by his daughter, Jane
\Iéa? De Bogart of Woodstock,

Interment arrangements are
private. A memorial service will
be held on Aug. 20 at 1 p.m. at
the Central Unitarian Church,
Forest Avenue, Paramus.

In lieu of flowers, gifts to the
Paramus Rotary Club Foun- ;
dation, ¢/o Thomas Wells, P.O.
Box 1927, Paramus 07653 or to
the Southern Poverty Law
Center, 400 Washington Ave.,
P.O. Box 548, Montgomery, AL
36101, would be appreciated.
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Walter T.

Wittman,

municipal attorney

Memorial services for
Walter T. Wittman, 80, of
Paramus, an attorney for the
past 55 years and a noted
civil rights advocate, will be
held at 1 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 20, in the Central Uni-
tarian Church in Paramus.

Mr. Wittman died Mon-
day in Mt. Sinai Hospital in
New York.

He was the counsel for
the Montvale law firm of
Beattie Padovano for the
past 10 years. Before that he
maintained a private prac-
tice, the Wittman, Bern-
stein, Anzalone, Dunn and
Lubin Law Firm, in Hacken-
sack. At the time of his
death, Mr. Wittman was the
co-chairman of the New Jer-
sey League of Municipalities
Legislative Committee.

He began his career in
1939 as a judge in the Re-

corder’s Court in Paramus.

The same year, Iir. Wittman
was appointed as the attor-
ney for the Paramus Board
of Education and served
them for 32 years. Mr. Wit-
tman also became the bo-
rough attorney for Paramus
and served them until 1954.
From 1956 to 1979, he was
the borough attorney for
Hillsdale and for other plan-
ning boards, zoning boards
and boards of education in
Bergen County.

Mr. Wittman was a
member of the Governor's
subcommittee on drafting
the Municipal Planning Act
of 1953. He helped establish
the principle behind the
Open Public Meeting Act in
1963, was a member of Gov.
William T. Cahill’s Housing
Task Force in 1971-1972, a
consultant to the State,
County and Municipal Gov-
ernment Commission for
Drafting the County Op-
tional Charter Lews in
1972-1973, was elected to the
Bergen County Optional
Charter commission in 1973,
and was a member of the
subcommittee to assist the
Law Revision Commission
to redraft Title 40, Zoning
and Planning Laws in 1975.

Throughout his career,
he aided many minority
groups. As the attorney for

the Bergen County Chapter
of the National Association
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, he brought suc-
cessful action against the
Esquire Restaurant in Hack-
ensack for refusing to serve
a black woman.

In 1948, Mr. Wittman
was instrumental in the first
challenge to the systematic
exclusion of blacks from the
grand jury in Bergen County
and was involved in the sec-
ond challenge in 1969 which
resulted in a modification of
the grand jury selection pro-
cess.

He frequently served pro
bono for many members of
the minority communities in
Bergen County and for the
Bergen County Fair Housing
Counsel. In 1964, Mr. Wit-
tman spent a summer in
Mississippi to gather evi-

_dence for local lawyers chal-

lenging the arbitrary and ra-
cially discriminatory actions
of local election officials.

He also counseled many
of his board of education cli-
ents to maintain the wall of
separation between church
and state. Mr. Wittman had
been a founding member of
the New Jersey Association
of School Attorneys, the
New Jersey Institute of Mu-
nicipal Attorneys and the
Lawyers Alliance for Nuclear
Arms Control and the
founding counsel of the Par-
amus Volunteer Ambulance
Corps.

He belonged to the Par-
amus School Service Associ-
ation, Friends of the Par-
amus Library, and the Par-
amus Rotary Club.

Mr. Wittman was a 1935
graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity. Three years later, he

received his law degree from .

Columbia Law School and
was admitted to the New
Jersey Bar the same year.
Born in Dresden, Ger-
many, he lived in Paramus
for many years. Surviving is
his daughter, Jane Van De
Bogart, and a [riend, Mrs.
Josephine Komow.

Mafalda LoBue

A Mass for Mrs. Mafalda

~ G.R.Clark Jr. ... LoBue, 65, of West Orange . .. ... .. .

Alan Failing

Services for Alan
of Gladstone will be
10 am. today in th

Whippany. Arrangg
are by the Braviak
Home, Whippany.
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years with Kelly Profe;
Services in Morristow

Born in Orange,
in Whippany before &
to Gladstone last years

Surviving are hi
ents, Byron and Jean
and a sister, Mrs. Ch
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Berkeley Township dled
terday in her home.
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Mrs. Gallo was a m
ber of the Holiday
Southern Stars Bow
League.

Born in Newark,
lived in Union before mo
to Holiday City South, B
keley Township seven ye}
ago.

Surviving are her h
band, Bart; two daughte
Mrs. Mary Ann Harter &
Mrs. Elaine Gallo-Neb
zahl; a brother, Vito Cipol
a sister, Mrs. Ann Cap!
and two grandchildren.
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W. T. Wittman, 80,
Lawyer Specializing
In Municipal Law

By WOLFGANG SAXON

Walter T. Wittman, a Bergen Coun-
ty lawyer specializing in municipal
law and an equal-rights advocate
since the 1940’s, died on Monday at
Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan.
He was 80 and lived in Paramus, N.J.

The cause was respiratory failure,
according to the firm of Beattie Pado-
vano in Montvale, N.J., to which Mr.
Wittman was counsel. i

A native of Dresden, Germany, Mr.:
Wittman graduated from Columbia
College in 1935 and Columbia Univer-
sity Law School three years later. |

He began his public service in Pa-
ramus in 1939 as judge of the Record-
er’s Court. The same year he was
appointed attorney for the Paramus
Board of Education, a post he held for
32 years. He was the borough attor-

ney of Paramus from 1940 to 1954 and |

the berough attorney of Hillsdale

979. - s 1
from 1956 to 1 5 sé‘ﬁ

As a lawyer and a member, he.
played a role in community organiza-
tions in Paramus, including the Vol-.
unteer Ambulance Corps, the School

Service Association and the Paramus.. v

Library. .

On Governor’s Panels

Over the years, he represented
many planning boards, zoning boards
and boards of education in Bergen
County. He was a member of the
Governor’s Subcommittee on Draft-
ing the Municipal Planning Act of
1953. He also sat on Gov. William T.
Cahill’s Housing Task Force in 1971-
72 that sought to remedy inequities in
exclusionary suburban zoning and
help people to obtain affordable hous-
ing.

In the 1940’s, as the attorney for the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People in Ber-
gen, Mr. Wittman brought a success-
fu! action against a Hackensack res-
taurant-accused of refusing service to
a black woman. He also helped bring
an end to the systematic exclusion of
biacks from the county grand jury.

In 1964, he spent the summer in
Mississippi to support the voting-
rights campaign there. He assisted
local lawyers in gathering evidence
to challenge arbitrary and raciall
discriminatory actions by election of-
ficials.

He is survived by his daughter,
Jane Van De Bogart of Woodstock,
N.Y.




