


' JANE WITTMAN holds up the controversial passport that she was
asked to surrender after returning from travel in Cuba.
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JaneWittman Believes
In Her Right to Travel

PARAMUS — As Miss Jane Witt-
man leaves today to drive to St.
Louis, Mo., for a new teaching
job, she has a feeling of satisfac-
tion in having fulfilled a long-
cherished dream. With her goes
a United States passport that the
State Department has requested
she turn in.

She was one of 84 young Amer-
icans who were out of the country
from July 20 to Aug. 14 and trav-
eled to Cuba via Canada, Ireland,
Zurich, Paris, and Prague.

In 1961, just before the United
States broke diplomatic relations
with Cuba, Miss Wittman visited
Cuba with her uncle. Ever since,
she said, she had in the back of her
mind to return to Cuba and com-
pare conditions with newspaper
reports published about Cuba in
the United States.

“1 fished around,” said the 1964
Antioch College graduate, “until I
found the name of the leader of
last year’s trip to Cuba and had
an interview with him in New
York. We were not sure of our
plans and our route until the last
minute.”

In the passport she applied for
to make the trip are printed the
following words:

“This passport is not valid for
travel to or in communist control-
led portions of China, Korea, Viet-

analysis. She gave this formal
statement to The Sunday POst on
Aug. 2I:

A few of the returning 84 young
Americans from Cuba have
“proudly proclaimed” them-
selves ‘“‘Communists.” I do net.
I am not a communist. I simply
wanted to see the realities of
Cuba with my own eyes, and I
went with this group of students,
writers, dancers and artists be-
cause they were the only ones
going.

To elaborate, I went to Cuba
this summer for three main rea-
sons:

1) I believe that the right to
travel freely is a Constitutional
right of all Americans, and that
the State Department’s regula-
tion (not a law passed by Con-
gress) limiting travel to certain
areas is unconstitutional, as well
as unjust, and in the end, inimi-
cal to our foreign policy. Travel
to Cuba does not necessarily
mean I support the government
there; I do not support the ac-
tions of the state government of
Mississippi, yet I travel there.

2) I wished to see for myself
the general changes in Cuba
since a visit to that Island in
1960-61, prior to the ban on trav-
el. Both times, I was allowed |






