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FOREWORD

When Dad was no longer ab le  t o  s tay  by himself  a t
Fisherman's Beach and u n t i l  he  was forced t o  enter  the
Eastern Long Is land Nursing Home i n  Patchogue, he  stayed
with Myra Sawyer a t  h e r  home i n  Matt i tuck.  D u r i n g  t h i s
period, p a r t l y  t o  help keep h i s  mind a c t i v e  and p a r t l y
from a  desire  t o  have w r i t t e n  some o f  t h e  h is tory  o f  Dad's
side o f  the  f a m i l y,  I  asked him t o  w r i t e  some recol lect ions
of h i s  e a r l i e r  days and some o f  t h e  h ighl ights  o f  h i s  l a t e r
years. I t  took some urging,  b u t  a f t e r  he got  s tar ted  some
of h i s  o l d  enthusiasm returned.  O v e r  a  span o f  severa l
months i n  1961 and 1962 he wrote what i s  presented here.
Although there  was some r e p e t i t i o n  and f a l s e  s t a r t s  i n
several sect ions,  t h e  o v e r a l l  organizat ion was apparent.
The ed i t ing  by Peg consists l a r g e l y  i n  e l iminat ing r e p e t i -
t ion and inser t ing  add i t iona l  information where appropriate.
The wording i s  almost exact ly  as w r i t t e n .

Dad immersed himself  f u l l y  i n  whatever task  he se t  him-
se l f .  Whe ther  i t  was bu i ld ing  a  home, repa i r ing  o r  s e l l i n g
radios, cur ing  himself  o f  TB o r  waging a  campaign f o r  mass
trans i t ,  h e  d id  i t  w i th  tremendous enthusiasm and p e r -
sistence.

From my e a r l i e s t  recol lect ions  he had a  strong i n t e r e s t
in bui ld ing and arch i tec ture .  H e  had a  natura l  f e e l i n g  f o r
buildings and how they should be .  D u r i n g  the  course o f  h i s
l i f e  he designed and b u i l t  a t  l e a s t  s i x  homes and c e r t a i n l y
influenced t h e  design o f  many more. H i s  l a t e r  years a t
Fisherman's Point  i n  Cutchogue, spent  i n  designing and
building the  three  summer homes t h e r e ,  were obviously
thoroughly enjoyable t o  him.

Although he was probably happiest when he was bui ld ing
something, I  be l ieve  the  years o f  t h e  mass t r a n s i t  campaign
were i n  retrospect  t h e  most s a t i s f y i n g .  O n e  measure o f  h i s
accomplishment i s  t h a t  t h e  campaign incurred the  opposition
of Commissioner Robert Moses. Moses  had conceived t h e  idea
of using t h e  defunct Westchester and Bcston road bed f o r  an
express t ruck  highway, obviously precluding i t s  use as a
much-needed subway extension. ( O p p o s i t i o n  t o  mass t r a n s i t
of any kind was a l ready a  hallmark o f  t h e  legendary Com-
missioner, c . f . ,  Robert A .  Caro i n  h is  recent  biography o f
Moses, "The Power Broker." )  I t  may w e l l  be t h a t  t h i s  was



the f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t  Rober t  Moses was de fea ted  i n
h is  g rand p l a n  t o  p u t  New Yorkers  beh ind  t h e  wheels o f
m i l l i o n s  o f  au tomobi les .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  N.E.  B ronx  i s
now served b y  t h e  Dyre Avenue l i n e  o f  t h e  IRT subway system
is  a  t r i b u t e  t o  Dad's p e r s i s t e n c e  and h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  i n -
sp i re  and o rgan ize  peop le .

Despite Dad's opening remarks about  t h e  younger gen-
e ra t i on  n o t  be ing  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y ,  i t  shou ld
be no ted  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  memoirs i s  l a r g e l y
due t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and pe rs i s t ence  o f  h i s  granddaughter,
Peg. S h e  n o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e  e d i t i n g  and some necessary r e -
search b u t  a c t u a l l y  gu ided t h e  p r o j e c t  t h rough  t o  com-
p l e t i o n .  N o r  cou ld  t h e  t a s k  have been completed w i t h o u t
the major  j o b  o f  t y p i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  handwr i t t en  manuscr ipt
and t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  b y  h i s  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w,  Ru th .

We hope t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  p leasan t  r e -
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Dad 's  l i f e  f o r  t hose  o f  u s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d
i n  i t  and g i v e  some o f  t h e  f l a v o r  o f  i t  t o  l a t e r  genera t ions
already on  t h e  scene,  who d i d  n o t  know h im.

Houston, B o b
A p r i l  2 ,  1975 ( R o b e r t  C l a r k  Johnston)
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INTRODUCTION

I  know I  was b o r n  o n  J u l y  2 0 ,  1 8 8 9  i n  E a s t c h e s -
t e r ,  New Yo r k ,  f o r  t h e r e  was a  n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a m -
i l y  B i b l e  s a y i n g  s o .  T h e r e  was a l s o  a  n o t a t i o n  i n
the  same B i b l e  t h a t  I  was  c h r i s t e n e d  Herman We i s s
Johns ton .

But I  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  b e i n g  f o u n d
by D r .  J o n e s  i n  t h e  r a s p b e r r y  p a t c h  b e h i n d  t h e
house.  I  remember  D r .  J o n e s ,  I  remember  t h e  r a s p -
b e r r y  p a t c h ,  a n d  I  know t h e  r a s p b e r r i e s  w o u l d  b e
r i p e  a t  t h a t  d a t e ,  b u t  why  D r .  J o n e s  s h o u l d  g o  o u t
t o  t h e  r a s p b e r r y  p a t c h  when my f a t h e r  d r o v e  u p  t o
Mount Ve r n o n  t o  g e t  h i m  t o  t r e a t  my m o t h e r  f o r  a
p a i n  i n  t h e  b e l l y ,  I  n e v e r  d i d  u n d e r s t a n d .

That  happened 7 2  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  now I  l o o k
back o n  t h o s e  y e a r s  w i t h  m i x e d  e m o t i o n s .  I  c e r -
t a i n l y  was n o t  endowed t o  a c c o m p l i s h  g r o a t  d e e d s .
I  was  n o t  a  s c h o l a r ;  i t  t o o k  me f i v e  y e a r s  t o
g r a d u a t e  f r o m  c o l l e g e .  B u t  I  d i d  g e t  a  g o o d  e d u -
c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  u r g e  t o  k e e p  u p  t o  d a t e  o n  c u r r e n t
even ts  h a s  g i v e n  me a  b r o a d  s c o p e  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,
a l t h o u g h  I  c l a i m  n o  s p e c i a l t y .

In  t h i s  d a y  a n d  a g e ,  y o u n g  f o l k s  d o  n o t  seem
to  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  own  f o r -
b e a r e r s .  I  am q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  my c h i l d r e n  a n d
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  h a v e  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m o r e  t h a n
t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  M y  s o n  R o b e r t  h a s  u r g e d  t h a t
I  l e a v e  my g r a n d c h i l d r e n  some s o r t  o f  r e c o r d  a b o u t
the t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  J o h n s t o n s ,  w h o  d u r i n g
the  l a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  h a v e  h e l p e d  t r a n s f o r m  r u r a l
E a s t c h e s t e r  i n t o  t h e  m o s a i c  t h a t  i s  New Yo r k  C i t y .

I  r e g r e t  n o t  m a k i n g  a  r e c o r d  o f  f a m i l y  d a t e s
and f o l k l o r e  d u r i n g  my own e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  H o w e v e r ,
I  d o  h a v e  a  f a i r l y  g o o d  memory o f  my  g r a n d p a r e n t s
and I  w i l l  d o  my b e s t  t o  p u t  down o n  p a p e r  my
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  boyhood  i m p r e s s i o n s .  T h e s e  p a g e s
do n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  b e  a  documented h i s t o r y .  R a t h e r ,
they  a r e  t h e  memor ies  o f  my l i f e t i m e ,  augmen ted  b y
the f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  t h a t  I  a b s o r b e d  a s  a  y o u t h .
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HERMAN AND ADELINE WEISS

Th is  y e a r ,  1 9 6 1 ,  m a r k s  t h e  1 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r.  M y  m a t e r n a l
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Herman C .  W e i s s  e n l i s t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r
he g o t  m a r r i e d .  I  h a v e  i n  my p o s s e s s i o n  t h e  o r i g -
i n a l  3 8 1  l e t t e r s  e x c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  b r i d e  a n d  g room
d u r i n g  h i s  t h r e e  y e a r s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Army o f  t h e
Potomac. A  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t w o - w a y  C i v i l  War  m a r i -
t a l  l e t t e r s  i s  r a r e .  *

Herman C .  W e i s s  w a s  b o r n  i n  o r  n e a r  G e i s s e n ,
Germany i n  1 8 4 4 .  H i s  h a l f - b r o t h e r  C h a r l e s  H .
Weiss came o v e r  t o  A m e r i c a  i n  1 8 3 6  a n d  l i v e d  i n
New Yo r k  C i t y .  C h a r l e y  We i s s  s e n t  f o r  h i s  h a l f -
b r o t h e r  Herm somewhere a r o u n d  1 8 5 8  a n d  g a v e  h i m
work i n  h i s  s a s h  a n d  b l i n d  s h o p  i n  Mount  Ve r n o n .

When t h e  d r a f t  l a w  was  p a s s e d  f o r  t h e  C i v i l
War, i t  a l l o w e d  a  d r a f t e e  t o  h i r e  a  s u b s t i t u t e .
One o f  t h e  more  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d  w e a l t h y  men who
was c a l l e d  u p  p a i d  G r a n p a  a  c e r t a i n  sum o f  money
to t a k e  h i s  p l a c e .  I  d o  n o t  remember  t h e  amount
bu t  i t  was  n o t  t o o  much.

But Herman was i n  l o v e  w i t h  A d e l i n e  C l a r y .
So h e  r u s h e d  down t o  S t .  P a u l ' s  C h u r c h  i n  E a s t c h e s -
t e r  a n d  was m a r r i e d  b y  R e v e r e n d  Samue l  C o f f e y ,
whom I  remember  v e r y  w e l l .  H e  was  p a s t o r  o f
S t .  P a u l ' s  C h u r c h  f o r  w e l l  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s .  * *

*These l e t t e r s  w e r e  m i c r o f i l m e d  a n d  a r e  now i n  t h e
A r c h i v e s  o f  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  T h e  o r i -
g i n a l s  a r e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  R o b e r t  C .  J o h n s t o n .
Har lan  B .  P h i l l i p s  made a  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h i s  c o r -
respondence,  a  p o r t i o n  o f  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  i n  H i s t o r y - 4
"An I m m i g r a n t  Goes t o  Wa r :  T h e  Cor respondence  o f
Herman a n d  A d e l i n e  W e i s s "  b y  H a r l a n  B .  P h i l l i p s ,
pp. 111 - 1 5 2  ( M e r i d i a n  B o o k s ,  New Yo r k ,  1 9 6 1 ) .  - - e d .

* * I  h a d  a  c o p y  o f  R e v.  C o f f e y ' s  s p e e c h  o n  h i s  5 0 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h a t  c h u r c h ,  b u t  i t  was
d e s t r o y e d  b y  M i s s  Ta b  when  3 5 0 9  C o n n e r  S t r e e t  was

Cont inued p  3
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I  b e l i e v e  t h e  marr iage o f  Herman and Ade l i ne

was on  November 3 ,  1862.  G r a n d p a  l e f t  f o r  t h e
f r o n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u l y  3 ,  1862 .  He re tu rned  home
July  3 ,  1865.

The C la ry  f a m i l y  came o v e r  f r om England and
l i v e d  f o r  a  t ime  i n  New Yo r k  C i t y  where H e n r i e t t a
Clary went t o  schoo l .  I n  1852 t h e  C l a r y  f a m i l y  moved
to MountrVernon and l i v e d  a t  1 s t  Avenue nea r  2nd S t r e e t
in  a  row o f  s i n g l e ,  wooden houses a t tached  t o g e t h e r.
(These houses were t o r n  down around 1910. )

Adel ine C l a r y  was one o f  1 3  c h i l d r e n ,  1 2  o f
whom were g i r l s .  S h e  and h e r  t w i n  s i s t e r  Ca ro l i ne
were born  i n  1848. W h i l e  Herman was o n  t h e  b a t t l e -
ground i n  V i r g i n i a ,  " A d i e "  and "Carey"  were hav ing
t h e i r  own d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A f t e r  t h e  death  o f  t h e i r
mother, t h e i r  f a t h e r  t h rew  them o u t  o f  t h e  house.
Already plagued b y  t h e  burdens o f  war - t ime  i n f l a -
t i on  and t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  h e r  husband's s a f e t y,
Adie and h e r  s i s t e r  were f o r c e d  t o  go  f r om one s i s -
t e r ' s  house t o  ano ther  b e f o r e  t h e y  found re fuge
wi th  a  s i s t e r  i n  Vermont . *

* *  cont inued

cleared o u t .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  Church owned
the 6  acres  o f  l a n d  between t h e  W i l l i a m  F.  Johnston
property and h i s  f a t h e r ,  Na than 's  p r o p e r t y.  W e
kids used t o  use a  pa th  f o r  a  s h o r t  c u t  f r o m  ou r
house, 4146 Boston Road t o  t h e  Conner S t r e e t  p lace
of Grandfather  Johnston.  W e  stopped one day,  t o o k
o f f  t h e  cover  o f  a  w e l l  i n  chas ing  a  snake and
Rev. C o f f e y  caught  u s  p u t t i n g  s tones  i n t o  t h e  w e l l .
We were scared s t i f f :  - - H . W . J .

* T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  e x a c t  da tes  o f  t h e
marriage and b i r t h  o f  Herman and h i s  w i f e ,  have been
obtained f r om t h e  research  o f  Ha r lan  B .  P h i l l i p s
(op. c i t . )  and  d i d  n o t  appear  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  man-
u s c r i p t .  - - e d .
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A f t e r  Herman We i s s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  w a r  i n  1865 ,
he b u i l t  h i s  f i r s t  h o m e - -  o n  U n i o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n
2nd Av e n u e  a n d  3 r d  S t r e e t  i n  Mount  Ve r n o n .  L a t e r
he p u r c h a s e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  b a c k  o f  i t  f a c i n g  o n
F i r s t  Av e n u e .  ( 1 4 5  S .  F i r s t  A v e . ,  n o w  t o r n  down a n d
r e p l a c e d  b y  a n  a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e ) .

Herman w o r k e d  f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  a  s m a l l  s a s h
and b l i n d  s h o p  w h e r e  w i n d o w,  d o o r ,  s c r e e n ,  b l i n d s
and e n c l o s u r e s  w e r e  made t o  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  T h e
p l a n t  was  l o c a t e d  o n  S o u t h  T h i r d A v e n u e l  n o t  v e r y
f a r  f r o m  F i r s t  S t r e e t .  I t  w a s  a  r a t h e r  n a r r o w
b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  f r o n t  p o r c h .  T h e  l o t  r a n
c l e a r  t h r o u g h  f r o m  T h i r d  t o  Second  A v e .  B e h i n d
the  T h i r d  A v e .  s h o p  was a  r a m b l i n g  e x t e n s i o n  c o n -
t a i n i n g  m a s s i v e  m a c h i n e s ,  c i r c u l a r  s a w s ,  p l a n i n g
m i l l ,  m o u l d i n g  m i l l ,  e t c . ,  p o w e r e d  b y  a  s t e a m  e n g i n e
w i t h  a  t r e m e n d o u s  f l y  w h i c h  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  p i t  i n
the  f l o o r  a n d  t o w e r e d  t o  t h e  r o o f .  T h e  b o i l e r  was
fed  w i t h  wood s c r a p s  a n d  q u i c k l y  g o t  u p  s t e a m .  When
the  m a c h i n e s  w e r e  w o r k i n g  t h e  w h o l e  b u i l d i n g
t r e m b l e d  a n d  I  remember t h e  n o i s e  t e r r i f y i n g  me.

The o t h e r  man i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  was a  b o i s t e r o u s
I r i s h m a n  w i t h  a  t r i c k l e  o f  t o b a c c o  j u i c e  a l w a y s
mat ted  i n  h i s  b e a r d .  H i s  h e a r t  was  a s  b i g  a s  h i s
c a p a c i t y  when h e  w e n t  o n  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  d r i n k i n g
s p r e e .

Behind t h e  e n g i n e  r o o m  was s t o r a g e  f o r  t h e
c l e a r  w h i t e  p i n e  p l a n k s  t h a t  a r e  s o  r a r e  nowadays .
The Second  A v e .  f r o n t  was  g u a r d e d  b y  a  s e t  o f
wooden d o o r s  t o  t h e  y a r d  w h e r e  t h e  p i n t - s i z e d  wagon
and a n  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  l i t t l e  h o r s e  c a l l e d  D e x t e r
were h o u s e d .  T h a t  h o r s e  was  s o  o r n e r y  t h a t  J o h n
Robison was t h e  o n l y  o n e  who c o u l d  h a r n e s s  h i m  u p .

Granpa We i ss  r e c e i v e d  $ 1 5 . 0 0  a  week  wages u n t i l
h i s  b r o t h e r  d i e d  when h e  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s .
Herman r e t i r e d  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  o w n  d e a t h .



5

On $ 1 5 . 0 0  a  week  Herman b u i l t  h i s  l a r g e  r e s i -
dence a t  1 4 5  S o u t h  F i r s t  Av e n u e .  H e  r a i s e d  t h r e e
daugh te rs  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d .  M y  m o t h e r  was
born i n  1 8 6 6 ,  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War  e n d e d .
The We i s s  home i n  M o u n t  Ve r n o n  was a l w a y s  t h e  g a t h e r -
i n g  p l a c e  f o r  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  o f f s p r i n g .

I  remember  my g r a n d f a t h e r  m o s t  v i v i d l y  a t  o u r
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  o f  J u l y .  C o m e  J u l y  3 r d
a f t e r  w o r k ,  h e  t o o k  my b r o t h e r  a n d  me b y  t h e  hand
and l e d  u s  t o  F o u r t h  A v e .  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  v e r y  g e n -
erous s u p p l y  o f  f i r e c r a c k e r s .  H e  h i m s e l f  b o u g h t
b l a c k  p o w d e r.

Back a t  1 4 5  S o u t h  F i r s t  A v e .  h e  l o a d e d  a  s m a l l
b rass  c a n n o n  w i t h  p o w d e r  a n d  f i r e d  i t  i n  memory  o f
h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r  o n  J u l y  3 ,  1 8 6 5 .  T h e
r e s t  o f  t h e  p o w d e r  was  u s e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  F o u r t h .

NATHAN AND MARY JOHNSTON

The b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War  was a l s o  t h e
year  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  my  f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  F.
Johns ton .  H e  was  t h e  s o n  o f  N a t h a n  J o h n s t o n  a n d
h i s  w i f e  M a r y.  N o w ,  l e t  u s  e x a m i n e  t h e  e a r l y  l i f e
of  N a t h a n  J o h n s t o n .

My k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  i s  r a t h e r  f r a g -
m e n t a r y.  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my  b e l i e f ,  t h e  J o h n s t o n
f a m i l y  came o v e r  f r o m  I r e l a n d  t o  h e l p  d i g  t h e  E r i e
Canal .  H e  was o f  Mohawk V a l l e y  l i n e a g e ,  a s  was
h i s  w i f e .  I  am n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  h e r
maiden name,  D e m p s t e r ,  b u t  a s  a  g r o w i n g  b o y ,  I
spen t  s e v e r a l  v a c a t i o n s  i n  U t i c a  w i t h  my f a t h e r ' s
r e l a t i v e s  a n d  h e  h a d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  a u n t  b y  t h e
name o f  A u n t  M a r y  D e m p s t e r ,  a n d  I  m e t  a  c o u s i n
o f  t h a t  name.  *

*  I n  f a c t ,  C h a r l i e  D e m p s t e r  came down f r o m  U t i c a
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  was  m a r r i e d  t o  a  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l
woman. T h e y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  t h a t  my f a t h e r
b u i l t  o n  B o s t o n  Road when h e  g o t  m a r r i e d  t o  my
mothe r.
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The B l i z z a r d  o f  ' 8 8  p l a y e d  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o u r t -
s h i p  o f  my  m o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  P o p
and Ma w e r e  engaged  t o  b e  m a r r i e d .  O n  a  Sunday  i n
March h e  d r o v e  u p  t o  M t .  Ve r n o n  f r o m  E a s t c h e s t e r
to  c a l l  o n  Ma.  I t  b e g a n  t o  snow a n d  t h e  h o r s e  was
s t a b l e d .  I t  was  d e c i d e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  s t a y
a l l  n i g h t .  B y  e v e n i n g  t h e  t r a i n s  o n  t h e  New Haven
R a i l r o a d  w e r e  b l o c k e d  b y  snow d r i f t i n g  i n t o  t h e  c u t
a t  M t .  Ve r n o n ,  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t
they h a d  b e t t e r  t r y  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  s h e l t e r  a t  p r i v a t e
r e s i d e n c e s .

S e v e r a l  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  t r a i n  knew
the We i s s e s  a n d  l a n d e d  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  T h e
house was b u r s t i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e .  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g
Pop a n d  G r a n p a  We i s s  f o u g h t  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  n e a r -
e s t  s t o r e  a n d  p u r c h a s e d  w h a t  s u p p l i e s  t h e y  c o u l d
ge t  t o  f e e d  t h e  c r o w d .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  G r a n d p a  J o h n s t o n  down o n  t h e
farm i n  E a s t c h e s t e r  s t i l l  h a d  some p o r k  a n d  v e a l
l e f ,  f r o m  a  s l a u g h t e r  a n d  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  s o n
m igh t  b e  h u n g r y  u p  i n  Moun t  Ve r n o n .  H e  l o a d e d  h i s
fa rm s l e i g h  w i t h  m e a t  a n d  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  a n d
f o u g h t  h i s  w a y  t o  M t .  Ve r n o n  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  d r i f t s
i n  t i m e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  c r o w d  a t  t h e  We i sses  f r o m
go ing  h u n g r y.  T h e r e  was  n o  f o o d  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n
Mount Ve r n o n  a t  a l l .  T h i s  was  t h e  w o r s t  s n o w s t l r m
i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  1 0 0  y e a r s  a n d  p r o b a b l y  much l o n g e r .

My f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  w e r e  m a r r i e d  o n  J u n e  2 0 ,
1888 a t  t h e  We i s s  r e s i d e n c e  o n  5 4  F i r s t  A v e . ,  M o u n t
Vernon.  T h e y  moved i n t o  a  h o u s e  t h a t  my f a t h e r
b u i l t  o n  B o s t o n  Road E a s t c h e s t e r .

I  was  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  b o r n  ,  a s  I  s a i d  o n
J u l y  2 0 ,  1 8 8 9 .  M y  b r o t h e r  N a t h a n  was b o r n  o n
December 2 9 ,  1 8 9 0 .  T w i n  g i r l s  w e r e  b o r n  i n  1 8 9 3
bu t  d i e d  w i t h i n  a  f e w  d a y s .  M y  s i s t e r  G e r t r u d e
was b o r n  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 8 9 6 .
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( G e r t r u d e  m a r r i e d  D e W i t t  Furman i n  1 9 3 0  a n d  d i e d
December 1 6 ,  1 9 4 7 .  H e r  d a u g h t e r  " T r u d y "  Furman
m a r r i e d  James D a r r o c h  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  f a t h e r ' s
dea th  i n  Sep tember  6 ,  1 9 5 4 .  H e  was a  P r e s b y t e r i a n
D i v i n i t y  s t u d e n t  a n d  u p o n  g r a d u a t i o n  was a s s i g n e d
to  a  c h u r c h  i n  A x t e l l ,  N e b r a s k a .  T h e y  now h a v e
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n . )

EARLY EASTCHESTER

I  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o o  much a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n f o r m a -
t i o n  o n  t h e  d a t e  o f  N a t h a n  J o h n s t o n ' s  a r r i v a l  i n
E a s t c h e s t e r .  I  d o  know t h a t  h e  came down f r o m
U t i c a  t o  manage a  f r u i t  f a r m  owned b y  a  P h i n e a s
J .  F o w l e r  who  was a  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  i n  Wa s h i n g -
t o n ,  D . C . ,  p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  o f  o n e  o f
the  P r e s i d e n t s .

T h i s  f a r m  was l o c a t e d  i n  w h a t  i s  n o w  K i n g s -
hedge G a r d e n s ,  M o u n t  Ve r n o n .  I t  was  n o r t h  o f
K i n g s b r i d g e  Road a n d  w e s t  o f  3 r d  A v e .  T h e s e
were t w o  c o l o n i a l  r o a d s .  T h i r d  Avenue  a t  t h a t
p o i n t  was  t h e  B o s t o n  P o s t  Road d e t o u r  a r o u n d  t h e
t i d e  w a t e r s  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  H u t c h i n s o n
R i v e r ,  b e f o r e  a  b r i d g e  was i n s t a l l e d .

A t  t h a t  t i m e  n a v i g a t i o n  b y  s a i l  was c a r r i e d
on t o  t h e  f o o t  o f  C o n n e r  S t . ,  t h e n  known a s  To w n
Dock Road .  T h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a  c o a l  y a r d  s t i l l  e x i s t .
I  h a v e  a l s o  s e e n  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  p e a r  t r e e s
and g r a p e  v i n e s ,  a n d  I ' v e  h e a r d  o l d  t i m e r s  r e f e r
t o  t h e  f a r m  a s  a  g r a p e  f a r m .  G r a p e s  a s  w e l l  a s
h a r d i e r  f r u i t  w e r e  b e s t  s h i p p e d  b y  s a i l  b o a t ,  s o
Conner S t .  w a s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

Nathan J o h n s t o n  s e r v e d  a s  manager  o f  t h e  f r u i t
f a rm f o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  a n d  a f t e r  s a v i n g  enough  money,
purchased a l l  t h a t  p a r t  o f  a  c e r t a i n  c o l o n i a l  e s -
t a t e  w h i c h  was  s o u t h  o f  To w n  Dock  Road a n d  f r o n t i n g
the B o s t o n  Road .

Now t h i s  c o l o n i a l  homestead c o n s i s t e d  o f  a b o u t
25 a c r e s  f r o n t i n g  o n  B o s t o n  Road o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f
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Town D o c k  Road t o  w i t h i n  5 0  f e e t  o f  t h e  H u t c h i n s o n
R i v e r ,  a n d  b a c k  t o  a n  a r m  o f  t h e  S a l t  Meadow t h a t
ran  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  t o  Town D o c k  Road .

I  c a n  remember  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h i s
e s t a t e .  T h e r e  w e r e  r e m n a n t s  o f  f e n c e s  a l o n g  t h e
road ,  m a s s i v e  o r n a m e n t a l  g a t e  p o s t s  s u p p o r t i n g
doub le  g a t e s  w h i c h  w e r e  s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t h e
w e i g h t  o f  t h e  h o r s e  o r  c a r r i a g e  c r o s s i n g  a n  i r o n
rod w o u l d  o p e n  t h e  g a t e s  a n d  a n o t h e r  r o d  o n  t h e
o t h e r  s i d e  w o u l d  c l o s e  i t  a g a i n .  S t o n e  f e n c e s
s e p a r a t e d  i t  f r o m  a n o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  m a n s i o n  w h i c h
was a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  n a r r o w  l o t  b e t w e e n  t h e  f e n c e
and t h e  H u t c h i n s o n  R i v e r .

The r e s i d e n c e  was  a  s t a t e l y  c o l o n i a l  m a n s i o n .
I t  h a d  f r o n t  c o l u m n s  t w o  s t o r i e s  h i g h  t o  s u p p o r t
p a r t  o f  t h e  r o o f .  T h e  h o u s e  s t o o d  2 5  f e e t  b a c k
f rom B o s t o n  P o s t  Road  w i t h  a  U-shaped  d r i v e .  N e a r l y
eve ry  r o o m  h a d  a  w h i t e  m a r b l e  f i r e p l a c e .

These b u i l d i n g s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a  l u x u r i o u s
c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  a n d  b a r n ,  w e r e  l o c a t e d  o n  a  s i x
ac re  p l o t  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  B o s t o n  P o s t  Road a n d
Town D o c k  Road .  T h e  l o t  was  s o l d  t o  O l d  S t .  P a u l ' s
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a s  a  r e c t o r y ,  a n d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e
i t  was  u s e d  b y  R e v e r e n d  C o f f e y .  G r a d u a l l y  t h e
b u i l d i n g s  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e
t e n a n t s  l i k e w i s e  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  u n t i l  t h e  v a c a n t
run-down b u i l d i n g s  c a u g h t  f i r e .  O l d  D e f e n d e r  Hose
Co. ,  o f  w h i c h  my f a t h e r  was  f o r e m a n ,  managed t o
save t h e  g u t t e d  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  H o w -
ever  a n o t h e r  f i r e  s i x  mon ths  l a t e r  made i t  a  p i l e
o f  a s h e s . *

*The r e m a i n i n g  s i x  a c r e s  f a c i n g  o n  Town D o c k  Road
nex t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  p r o p e r t y  a n d  r u n n i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e
s a l t  meadow a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c r e e k  was s o l d  t o
Fred H a r t ,  a  German f a r m e r ,  w h o  b u i l t  b a r n s  a n d
r a i s e d  v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  s m a l l  f r u i t  u n t i l  h e  d i e d
an o l d  man.

The r e m a i n i n g  s i x  a c r e s  f r o n t i n g  o n  B o s t o n  Road
between t h e  c h u r c h  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o -
p e r t y  n e a r  t h e  c h u r c h  was  s o l d  t o  my f a t h e r  who
b u i l t  4 1 4 6  B o s t o n  RoLd t o  o c c u p y  when h e  was m a r r i e d .



9
NATHAN JOHNSTON BUILDS A  HOUSE

The f i r s t  m o v e  o f  N a t h a n  J o h n s t o n  a f t e r  a c q u i -
r i n g  p a r t  o f  t h i s  l a n d  was  t o  b u i l d  t h e  l a r g e
Johns ton  r e s i d e n c e  now known a s  3 5 0 9  Conne r  S t .  I
have t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e s p e c t  f o r  my g r a n d f a t h e r ' s
a b i l i t y  t o  p l a c e  a n d  e r e c t  t r u l y  f u n c t i o n a l  r e s i -
dences a n d  b a r n s .  T h e  B o s t o n  Road s i d e  o f  t h e  l o t
s l o p e d  down t o  a  v a l l e y  w h i c h  c a r r i e d  t h e  r a i n
w a t e r  o f f  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  T h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e
v a l l e y  was s t e e p  w i t h  a n  o u t c r o p p i n g . o f  s o l i d  r o c k .

Nathan J o h n s t o n  was v e r y  c l e v e r  a t  u t i l i z i n g
these  s l o p e s  i n  h i s  b u i l d i n g s .  A t  t h e  p r o p e r  h e i g h t
on t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  r o c k  h e  hewed h i m s e l f  a  c e l l a r
f r om s o l i d  r o c k  w h i c h  was  o p e n  t o  a i r  a n d  l i g h t  o n
two s i d e s  t o  accomoda te  a  f a r m  k i t c h e n  a n d  d i n i n g
room.

The f i r s t  f l o o r  w a s  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e  l e v e l
o f  t h e  g r o u n d  i n  t h e  f r o n t .  I t  c o n t a i n e d  a  k i t c h e n
f o r m a l  d i n i n g  r o o m ,  t w o  p a r l o r s ,  a n d  a n  o f f i c e  w i t h
an o u t s i d e  d o o r  a n d  h a l l .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  s e t s  o f
s t a i r s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  u p p e r  s t o r y  a n d  o n e  t o  t h e  b a s e -
ment. T h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  b e d r o o m s  a n d  t w o  b a t h s  o n
the  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  a n d  o n e  f i n i s h e d  b e d r o o m  i n  t h e
a t t i c .  I t  seems t h a t  s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  p l a y e d  a  p a r t
i n  N a t h a n ' s  b u i l d i n g  s u c h  a  l a r g e  h o u s e .  Y o u  s e e ,
h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  was b u i l d i n g  a  l a r g e  h o u s e  i n
U t i c a ,  N . Y.

MORE BUILDINGS

Nathan f o u n d  i t  h a n d y  t o  h a v e  a  s t e e p  h i l l
a v a i l a b l e  when h e  was  b u i l d i n g  h i s  b a r n  t o o .  H e
c h i s e l e d  o u t  m o r e  r o c k  a n d  b u i l t  a  b r i c k  w a l l  a r o u n d
t h e  l e v e l  a r e a  l a r g e  enough  t o  f i t  s i x  h o r s e  s t a l l s .
Then h e  c o v e r e d  t h i s  w i t h  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  a  c a r r i a g e
house a n d  b u i l t  a  t w o  s t o r y  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e
p l a t f o r m  above  t h a t .  T h e  s t r u c t u r e  h a d  a  h i g h - p i t c h e d
r o o f  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  a  s h o p  a s  w e l l  a s  q u a r t e r s  f o r  sum-
mer h e l p .

L a t e r  a  masonry  wagon s h a c k  was  e r e c t e d .  I t  was
so w e l l - b u i l t  t h a t  many y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  C i t y  o f  New
York  c l a i m e d  t h a t  i t  was  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e
but )4e 1�.
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THE FARMER BECOMES A PICKLE PROCESSOR

Shortly a f t e r  my parents g o t  married, t h e  John-
ston fami ly  decided t o  go i n t o  t h e  p ick le  business.
My f a t h e r  had bought another parce l  o f  t h e  same
colonial holding as h i s  f a t h e r ,  and b u i l t  a  s i x  bed-
room house on i t  a t  4146 Boston Road. But even with
th is  new acquis i t ion ,  t h e  land would not  support
two fami l i es .  S o ,  Wi l l i a m  and h i s  f a t h e r  decided t o
go i n t o  s a l t i n g  and processing p ick les ,  as  N.  John-
ston & Son. They s ta r ted  by purchasing several  vats
eight f e e t  high and s ix teen  f e e t  i n  diameter.

As t h e  business grew they needed a  bui lding f o r
processing and b o t t l i n g .  S o  Nathan decided t o  use
his h i l l s i d e  again.  T h i s  t ime he b u i l t  a  three -
story b r i c k  factory  r i g h t  across t h e  v a l l e y.  T h e
loading plat form o f  t h e  top f l o o r  was on the  same
level  as t h e  carr iage house o f  t h e  barn. T h e  loading
platform o f  t h e  middle f l o o r  was on the  other  h i l l -
side o f  t h e  v a l l e y,  w h i l e  the  f l o o r  o f  t h e  va l l ey
served as t h e  basement f l o o r . '  The  New York C i t y
Building Department l a t e r  termed the  bui ld ing a
one s tor ied  bui ld ing w i th  a  basement and sub-basement
but a l l  f loors  had outside windows and loading
platforms!

By 1895, N .  Johnston & Son were operating t h e i r
factory which steamed t h e  p ick les  a f t e r  they were
stored i n  br ine .  Some were shipped by t h e  o ld
"Riverside" steamboat t h a t  made three  t r i p s  a  week
from the  Town Dock i n  Eastchester t o  an East River
pier i n  downtown New York.  O t h e r s  were bot t led  on
the middle f l o o r  o f  t h e  f ac to ry  by t ra ined  g i r l s ,
labeled, packed i n  sawdust i n  boxes made on the  spot,
and shipped t o  the  New York c i t y  o f f i c e  f o r  sa le  and
export. M a n y  were bo t t l ed  t o  t h e  speci f icat ions o f
wholesale grocery houses. T h e  ones t h a t  were exported
to Cuba had t o  be dyed a  v i v i d  green, bu t  even i n

During World War I I  Herm dug out  t h e  manure from
around the  lower f l o o r s  and used i t  f o r  h i s  Vic tory
Garden. - - R . F. J .
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those  d a y s ,  t h e  l a w  p r e v e n t e d  s u c h  i n  New Yo r k .
E v e n t u a l l y ,  m y  f a t h e r  opened  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  warehouse
i n  New Y o r k  t o  s e l l  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  p i c k l e s .
(The o f f i c e  w a s  a t  1 0 5  N .  M o o r e  S t r e e t . )  - r

To s u p p o r t  s u c h  a  b u s i n e s s  r e q u i r e d  a  v a s t
i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  o n  t h e  f a r m .  T h e  J o h n s t o n s
r e n t e d  abandoned  f a r m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i c i n i t y  t o
r a i s e  c u c u m b e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  own p r o d u c t i o n
they  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  b u y  t h e  c r o p s  o f  n e a r b y  W e s t c h e s t e r
County f a r m s .  E x t r a  f a r m i n g  mean t  more  h o r s e  p o w e r
so h o r s e s  w e r e  b o u g h t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  t h e  h o r s e s
busy f o r  t h e  o t h e r  e l e v e n  months  o f  t h e  y e a r  t h e y  h a d
to  b e  h i r e d  o u t  b y  t h e  d a y .

A PICKLE FACTORY AT  WORK

The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  r e q u i r e d  f o u r  t e a m s
o f  h o r s e s .  A f t e r  t h e  l a n d  was h a r r o w e d  t h e  l a n d  was
f u r r o w e d  t h r e e  f e e t  a p a r t  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  h o r s e  p l o w .
Then a  wagon a n d  t e a m  s p o t t e d  a  f o r k  f u l l  o f  w e l l -
r o t t e d  manure i n  t h e  f u r r o w  e v e r y  t h r e e  f e e t .  T h i s
r e q u i r e d  c w o  men-  o n e  t o s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  wagon a n d  o n e
w o r k i n g  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d .

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  w e r e  a  s q u a d  o f  men w i t h  h o e s  a n d
seed b a g s  t i e d  a r o u n d  t h e  w a i s t .  T h e y  c o v e r e d  t h e
manure w i t h  f i n e  d i r t ,  d r o p p e d  5  o r  6  cucumber  s e e d s
on t o p  a n d  p r e s s e d  t h e m  i n  a n d  c o v e r e d  t h e m  w i t h  d i r t .

A t  l e a s t  o n e  o r  mo re  t e a m s  w e r e  k e p t  b u s y
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  h a n d l i n g  manure  f r o m  t h e  l i v e r y
s t a b l e s ,  a n d  m a k i n g  p i l e s  o f  i t  n e a r  t h e  f i e l d s ,  t o
a l l o w  i t  t o  r o t .  E a c h  l a r g e  p i l e  was  t u r n e d  o v e r  a t
l e a s t  o n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o r  e a r l y  s p r i n g .  A f t e r
t he  p l a n t s  w e r e  u p  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c u l t i v a t i o n s
w i t h  a  s i n g l e  h o r s e  c u l t i v a t o r .

The h o e i n g  r e q u i r e d  a  g r e a t  amoun t  o f  h a n d  l a b o r .
Weeds w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  g e t  a  s t a r t .  T h e  p i c k i n g
a l s o  r e q u i r e d  a  l a r g e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  T h e  p i c k i n g  b a s -
k e t  was  a  s t a n d i n g  woven s p l i t  h i c k o r y  b u s h e l  b a s k e t

. w i t h o u t  a  h a n d l e ,  b u t  w i t h  t w o  h a n d  h o l e s  o n  e i t h e r
s i d e  o f  t h e  r i m .  T h e s e  w e r e  v e r y  d u r a b l e  a n d  s t a c k e d
e a s i l y .  T h e  w o r k e r s  c a r r i e d  t h e m  o n  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s .
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At t h e  end o f  t h e  rows l i g h t  wooden b a r r e l s  were
were s p o t t e d  and when f u l l  were hauled t o  t h e  s a l t i n g
shed. T h i s  was a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v a t s  8  f e e t  h i g h ,  1 6
fee t  d i a m e t e r,  P l a t f o r m s  were b u i l t  around them, and
a rough r o o f  covered t h e  whole a rea .

The wagon w i t h  b a r r e l s  o f  green cucumbers backed
up t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  and t h e  cucumbers were dumped i n t o
the v a t s .  A  c e r t a i n  amount o f  r o c k  s a l t  was added.
I  d o n ' t  remember how much wa te r  was added, b u t  when
the v a t  was f u l l  a  rough wooden cover  was b u i l t  on  t o p
of t h e  p i c k l e s ,  and  t h e  wa te r  j u s t  about  covered i t .
Soon a  f e rmen ta t i on  appeared as  a  scum on t o p .

During t h e  l a t e  9 0 ' s  a  p l a n t  b l i g h t  made p i c k l e -
growing i n  Eas tches te r  imposs ib l e ,  s o  my f a t h e r  bought a
p i c k l i n g  p l a n t  i n  Chappaqua (Westchester  County) and
contracted w i t h  l o c a l  f a rmers  t o  r a i s e  p i c k l e s .  T h e
"ye l lows"  h i t  t h e r e  a f t e r  a  coup le  o f  years  and he  had
to c l o s e  down. F r o m  the reon  h i s  New Yo rk  business c o u l d
only e x i s t  b y  hand l i ng  western  p i c k l e s  and t h a t  was n o t
p r o f i t a b l e .  H e  s i m p l y  c l o s e d  o u t  t h e  business and con -
centrated on  r a i s i n g  s t r a w b e r r i e s  and sweet c o r n  f o r  t h e
l o c a l  market .  H i s  t r a d e  f i r s t  c e n t e r e d  around t h e  town
but t h e n  he opened a  s tand  on  Boston Road and d iscovered
that  t h e  r e t a i l  t r a d e  p r e f e r r e d  coming t o  t h e  house and
barn.

THE STRAWBERRY STORY

Even be fo re  t h e  marr iage o f  my mother and f a t h e r ,
the Johnstons had been s e l l i n g  b e r r i e s  t o  t h e  g roce ry
store i n  Mt .  Vernon.  T h e  Weisses used t o  t ake  a  p a i l  o r
bowl t h e r e  and had a  q u a r t  baske t  dumped i n t o  i t ,  a s  t h e
baskets had t o  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f a r m  the  n e x t  day.

My pa ren ts  were mar r ied  June 20 ,  1888 and t h e
b r i d e ' s  pa ren ts  l e f t  f o r  a  t r i p  t o  Germany be fo re  t h e
end o f  t h e  month. T h e i r  l e a v i n g  d u r i n g  s t rawber ry  s e a -
son was one i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  r a i s i n g  s t rawber r i es  was n o t
a major f a r m  c rop  a t  t h a t  t i m e .
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In  1 9 2 5 ,  M r .  Young ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  George Ferguson,
I n c . ,  a n  o l d  t i m e  g r o c e r  and  f r u i t e r  o f  New R o c h e l l e
c a l l e d  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was t h e  3 0 t h
year  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  hand led  Johnston s t r a w b e r r i e s .  E a c h
year  t h e y  had a  pass book  t o  t h e  Johnston f a r m ,  i n  which
each d a y ' s  purchase  was n o t e d  and a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s e a -
son, my g r a n d f a t h e r  o r  f a t h e r  t u r n e d  i n  t h e  book f o r
payment o f  t h e  b i l l .  T h a t  would mean t h a t  s t r a w b e r r i e s
were r a i s e d  and s o l d  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 9 5 ,  a n d
poss ib ly  e v e n  a  decade e a r l i e r .

A TYPICAL DAY I N  THE STRAWBERRY SEASON

L e t ' s  t a k e  a  f i c t i t i o u s  d a t e  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e
st rawberry  season ,  F r i d a y ,  J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 1 2 .  T h i s  was a
year  w i t h  a  c r o p  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e - - 6 4 0 0
q u a r t s .

The work ing  f o r c e  was f a t h e r  and m o t h e r,  a  h i r e d
farm hand work ing  b y  t h e  month,  a  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  f r o m
c o l l e g e ,  a n d  m y s e l f .

At 4  a . m .  I  was awakened b y  t h e  c h a t t e r  o f  t h e
f i r s t  o f  t h e  boy  p i c k e r s  t o  a r r i v e .  I t  was s t i l l  t o o
dark t o  s e e  t h e  c o l o r  o f  t h e  b e r r i e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  boys
had wa lked  o v e r  a  m i l e  f r o m  M t .  Ve r n o n ,  a n d  t h e y  h a d
to w a l k  b a c k ,  change t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  e a t  b r e a k f a s t ,  a n d
be i n  s c h o o l  b y  9  A . M .  I t  was t i m e  f o r  me t o  r o l l  o u t
of b e d  and g e t  o n  t h e  j o b ,  f o r  a  bunch o f  i d l e  p u b l i c
school boys c o u l d  d o  a  l o t  o f  m i s c h i e f .  B y  t h e  t i m e
the neighborhood boys h a d  a r r i v e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  f e w
neighbor men who had p i c k e d  b e r r i e s  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  1 2 .
They a r r a n g e d  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  work  s o  t h a t  t h e y  were  f r e e
to p i c k  mornings.

My f a t h e r  would a p p e a r  a s  soon a s  i t  was l i g h t
enough. W e  would open t h e  shed doors  a n d  t h e  crowd
would j a m  i n  t o  g e t  empty b a s k e t s  a n d  a  t r a y  and  r u s h
to wh ich  e v e r  p a t c h  was t o  b e  p i c k e d  t h a t  d a y.

THE FAME OF THE JOHNSTON STRAWBERRIES

The Johnston name f o r  some 2 5  o r  3 0  y e a r s  i n
lower Westchester  County c o u l d  b e  paraphrased b y  t h e
word " s t r a w b e r r y. "  I n  1 9 2 8  i n  a  t h e a t e r  i n  P h i l a d e l -
ph ia  I  was g r e e t e d  b y  o a e  o f  t h e  p a t r o n s  a s  " S t r a w -
berry  J o h n s t o n "  a n d  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  I
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d i d n ' t  know h im,  h e  was a  fo rmer  r e s i d e n t  o f  Mount Vernon
and had p i cked  s t rawber r i es  o n  o u r  f a rm  as a  k i d .

Another t i m e  i n  Pecos, Texas i n  1936, I  s igned  t h e
r e g i s t e r  i n  t h e  town 's  o n l y  h o t e l  as  H.W. Johns ton ,
Bronx, New Yo r k .  T h e  owner who was c o v e r i n g  t h e  desk ,
glanced a t  t h e  r e g i s t e r  and s a i d ,  " S t r a w b e r r y  Johns ton . "
He had l i v e d  i n  Pelham Manor and knew t h e  s t r awbe r r y
farm.

I  remember once my f a t h e r  s a t  i n  t h e  b a r b e r ' s  c h a i r
i n  Eas tches te r.  T h e  barber  was b o r n  i n  I t a l y ,  came o v e r
to America and opened h i s  shop.  L i k e  a l l  ba rbers  L_
deemed i t  necessary t o  t a l k  as h e  worked. S p e a k i n g  t o
a w a i t i n g  customer,  h e  s a i d ,  "Do  you  know Mr.  Johnston?
He's t h e  man t h a t  r a i s e s  t hose  loquac ious  s t r a w b e r r i e s . "

Mrs. B l a c k  o f  t h e  B lack ,  S t a r r  & F r o s t ,  F i f t h
Avenue Jewelers l i v e d  i n  Pelham Manor. S h e  had a
k i t chen  maid f r om I r e l a n d .  S h e  was b l i t h e l y  h u l l i n g  a
quart  o f  Johnston St rawber r ies  f r o m  Ferguson's  i n  New
Rochel le when suddenly o u t  o f  t h e  box  jumped a  l a r g e  .
hop t o a d .  S h e  went i n t o  h y s t e r i c s .  I n  an  i n c r e d i b l y
shor t  amount o f  t i m e ,  I  was d r i v i n g  up  t o  Pelham Manor
to v i s i t  t h e  B lack  res idence w i t h  a  generous s u p p l y  o f
be r r i es .  T h e  maid was a l l  ready  t o  q u i t - -  Mrs .  B l a c k
was begging h e r  t o  s t a y  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  d i n n e r  f o r  h e r
guests. T h e  coachman had d isposed o f  t h e  t o a d .

I  had t o  e x p l a i n  how one o f  t h e  p i c k e r s  had come
across a  hop t o a d ,  p u t  h im i n  t h e  box ,  and  covered h im
w i t h  s t rawber ry  leaves  and f i l l e d  t h e  remainder  o f  t h e
box w i t h  t h e  f a n c i e s t  s t r a w b e r r i e s .

By t h e  t i m e  I  had h u l l e d  a  coup le  o f  q u a r t s  o f
be r r i es  t o  demonstrate t o  t h e  maid t h a t  e v e r y  box  d i d
not jump,  t h e  maid went back t o  w o r k .  I  went  on  t o
New Rochel le  t o  p l aca te  t h e  s t o r e  keeper.
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DEATH OF GRANDPA JOHNSTON

I t  was  e a r l y  i n  J u l y  1 8 9 6 ,  t w o  weeks  b e f o r e  I
wou ld  b e  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d .  I  was  u p  i n  M t .  Ve r n o n
s t a y i n g  w i t h  Grandma We i s s .  O n  t h e  3 r d  o f  J u l y  G r a n d -
pa We iss  u s u a l l y  t o o k  my b r o t h e r  a n d  me o u t  t o  b u y  o u r
F o u r t h  o f  J u l y  f i r e c r a c k e r s .  T h e  3 r d  o f  J u l y  was a  r e d
l e t t e r  d a y  o n  t h e  We i s s  c a l e n d a r  a s  i t  was t h e  a n n i v e r -
s a r y  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  G randpa  We i s s  f r o m  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r,
and was a l w a y s  t h e  f e t e  d a y  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y .

But  my  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  d i d  n o t  come t h a t  d a y .
I t  was  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  G r a n d p a  J o h n s t o n  h a d  g o n e  o u t
r i d i n g  i n  h i s  b u g g y  a n d  h a d  n o t  come b a c k  a n d  t h a t  t h e y
were l o o k i n g  f o r  h i m .

The f a c t s  w e r e  t h a t  h e  h a d  s p e l l s .  W h e n  b r e a t h i n g
was d i f f i c u l t  h e  g o t  r e l i e f  b y  d r i v i n g  u p  t o  h i l l s  b e -
tween B r o n x v i l l e  a n d  Yo n k e r s .  H e  h a d  a  b l i n d  h o r s e  a n d
l i g h t  c a r r i a g e .

He l e f t  home i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  J u l y  1  a n d  when h e
d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  b y  n i g h t  f a l l ,  t h e  f a m i l y  ( P o p ,  M a ,  A u n t
Agnes,  a n d  L i z z i e )  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  hopes  t h a t  h e
wou ld  show u p  t h e  n e x t  d a y .

They d i d  n o t  know w h e r e  h e  w e n t  o n  t h e s e  t r i p s  b u t
they  d i d  know i t  was  t o  h i g h e r  g r o u n d .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g
they o r g a n i z e d  p a r t i e s  t o  s e a r c h .  T h e y  p u t  a n  announce -
ment i n  t h e  M t .  Ve r n o n  D a i l y .  B y  n i g h t  f a l l  t h e y  h a d
c i r c u l a r s  p r i n t e d  o f f e r i n g  a  r e w a r d  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n
l e a d i n g  t o  h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s .

On t h e  n i g h t  o f  J u l y  3 r d ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  b o y s  r e p o r t e d
see ing  a  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y  i n  a  s h a l l o w  p o n d  i n  t h e  woods
s e v e r a l  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  B r o n x v i l l e .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  a
sea rch  p a r t y  l o c a t e d  t h e  h o r s e  a n d  c a r r i a g e ,  a n d  a f t e r
a s e a r c h ,  t h e  b o d y  o f  G r a n d f a t h e r  J o h n s t o n .

The a u t o p s y  showed h e  h a d  h a d  a  f a t a l  h e a r t  a t t a c k .
The h o r s e ,  b e i n g  b l i n d ,  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s c e n t  o f  w a t e r .
Once i n  t h e  p o n d  h e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  h e  was  f o u n d .
The b o y s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e w a r d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  member o f
the  g r o u p  t h a t  f i r s t  f o u n d  t h e  b o d y  f i g u r e d  h e  was e n -
t i t l e d  t o  i t .
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MY CHILDHOOD

My e a r l i e s t  memory i s  o f  a  crowd o f  I t a l i a n
laborers  t h a t  walked down f r om  New Roche l le  two  and a
h a l f  m i l e s  eve ry  morning t o  hoe and p i c k  cucumbers f o r
the p i c k l e  f a c t o r y.  T h i s  must have been d u r i n g  t h e
panic o f  1893.

We l i v e d  i n  t h e  house my f a t h e r  had b u i l t  f o r  h i s
b r i de  t h e  yea r  be fo re  I  was b o r n .  T h i s  was o n  t h e
Boston Road (#4146) and  about  1000 f e e t  ac ross  l o t s
from t h e  main Johnston f a m i l y  house and ba rn .

My f i r s t  s c h o o l i n g  was i n  a  p r i v a t e  c l a s s .  T h e
Russe l ls ,  ne ighbors ,  had  a  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  miss because
one o f  t h e i r  daughters was n o t  normal ,  and  t h e  teacher
organized a  k inde rga r ten  c l a s s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  Rus-
s e l l  g i r l s ,  my cous ins ,  Sad ie  and Bess ie  H i t chcock ,
Nate and myse l f .  T h e n  I  had a  yea r  i n  Mt .  Vernon
schools,  s t a y i n g  w i t h  Grandma Weiss.

I  en te red  t h e  Eastchester  School  PS 15  a t  t h e  be -
g inn ing o f  t h e  f o u r  yea rs .  A  y e a r  and a  h a l f  l a t e r  I
graduated i n t o  t h e  Wakef ie ld  Schoo l ,  PS 16 .  T h e  Board
of Educat ion  r a n  a  s tage  f rom Eas tches te r  t o  Wakef ie ld
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  I t  was f u n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and f a l l ,
but  w i n t e r  was tough .

In t h e  f a l l  o f  1901, when I  was 1 2 ,  I  became v e r y
s i c k .  T h e  d o c t o r  diagnosed i t  as  in f lammatory  r h e u -
matism and t y p h o i d  f e v e r .  I t  was a  c l o s e  c a l l  t h a t
l e f t  me w i t h  a  c r i p p l e d  r i g h t  hand and l e f t  f o o t .  I
was o u t  o f  schoo l  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a l l .

During t h a t  t i m e  I  was s e n t  t o  a  New Yo r k  s p e c i a l -
i s t  who used an  e l e c t r i c  machine t o  a c t i v a t e  t h e  mus-
c les .  I t  was a  new gadget t o  t h e  med ica l  p r o f e s s i o n ,
but i t  was t o t a l l y  use less i n  t r e a t i n g  me.

I  found  o u t  l a t e r  what I  r e a l l y  had been s t r i k e n
w i t h .  I n  1916 t h e r e  was a n  epidemic o f  i n f a n t i l e
pa ra l ys i s .  I  was pack ing  vegetab les  f o r  a  d o c t o r.  H e
asked t o  see my c r i p p l e d  hand, and  t h e n  asked,  "When
did you  have i n f a n t i l e  p a r a l y s i s ? "  " N e v e r , "  s a i d  I ,
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" I  g o t  t h i s  h a n d  f r o m  i n f l a m m a t o r y  r h e u m a t i s m  a n d
t y p h o i d  f e v e r  i n  1 9 0 1 . "

" T h a t  may b e  w h a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  t h e n ,  b u t  y o u  h a d
i n f a n t i l e  p a r a l y s i s , "  h e  t o l d  me.

EASTCHESTER BECOMES A  PART OF NEW YORK C ITY

I n  1 8 9 8  G r e a t e r  New Yo r k ,  w i t h  i t s  f i v e  b o r o u g h s ,
was c r e a t e d .  P r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was  a  f l u r r y  o f
e x c i t e m e n t  among t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  W e s t c h e s t e r  C o u n t y
as t o  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  a n n e x a t i o n  t o  New Yo r k  C i t y .

I n  1 8 9 4  t h e r e  was a n  e l e c t i o n  t o  g i v e  t h e  v o t e r s
o f  t h e  t o w n s  o f  E a s t c h e s t e r  a n d  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  W e s t -
c h e s t e r  a  c h a n c e  t o  d e c i d e  t h e  i s s u e .  M o u n t  Ve r n o n
v o t e d  t o  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t .  T h e  v i l l a g e  o f  W e s t c h e s t e r
v o t e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n d e p e n d e n t  b y  o n e  v o t e .

The C i t y  o f  New Yo r k  s e t  a  new n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y
f o r  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  B r o n x ,  l e a v i n g  Moun t  Ve r n o n  a n d
Pelham Manor  i n  We s t c h e s t e r  C o u n t y,  b u t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
v i l l a g e  o f  W e s t c h e s t e r  a n d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e
o r i g i n a l  t o w n  o f  E a s t c h e s t e r  ( a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f
Mount Ve r n o n  was c a r v e d  o u t  o f  i t ) .

These w e r e  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  d a y s  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f
E a s t c h e s t e r .  T h e y  f i g u r e d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  i n s t i g a t e d
improvements b e f o r e  t h e  c i t y  t o o k  o v e r ,  t h e n  t h e  C i t y
o f  New Yo r k  w o u l d  c a r r y  t h e m  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  a n d  p a y  f o r
them. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t w o  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e
o r g a n i z e d  a n d  a  c o n t r a c t  was  made w i t h  t h e  g a s  company
t o  p u t  g a s  m a i n s  i n  a l l  t h e  r o a d s .  A  w a t e r  s y s t e m  was
p lanned  a n d  some m a i n s  w e r e  l a i d .

DEFENDER HOSE COMPANY

Defender  Hose C o .  o f  E a s t c h e s t e r ,  N . Y.  w a s  f o u n d e d
i n  1896  a n d  W i l l i a m  F.  J o h n s t o n  was i t s  f i r s t  f o r e m a n .
I t  was  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  h o s e  r e e l  moun ted  o n  t h e  a x l e
o f  t w o  w h e e l e d  c a r r i a g e s  w i t h  a n  e i g h t  f o o t  p o l e  a n d
tow ing  r o p e .  T h e  a l a r m  was a  l a r g e  i r o n  r i n g  h u n g
f rom a  r o c k  a n d  a  l i g h t  s l e d g e  hammer t o  p o u n d  i t  w i t h
i n  c a s e  o f  f i r e .
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When t h e  company was f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d ,  i t  was housed
i n  o u r  ba rn ,  b u t  l a t e r  a  one s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  was o b t a i n -
ed o n  t h e  Boston Road, c l o s e  t o  H o l l e r s  I c e  Pond.
(The pond has d isappeared,  b u t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  was o n l y
a s t o n e ' s  t h row  eas t  o f  t h e  W & B  R a i l r o a d  B r i dge
over Boston Road.)

About t e n  years  a f t e r  i t s  f ound ing ,  a  l aw  was
passed i n  Albany p u t t i n g  members o f  t h e  company on
c i t y  p a y r o l l .  T h e  l aw  reasoned t h a t  n o  one cou ld  work
f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  New Yo r k  w i t h o u t  p a y.  T h e  pay was
f i n a l l y  s e t  a t  $10 p e r  month f o r  t h e  foreman,  $ 7 . 5 0
f o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  foreman, a n d  $5  f o r  t h e  f i r emen .
This pay  was a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  r e t r o a c t i v e l y .  T h e  o r i -
g i n a l  members s t i l l  i n  t h e  company rece i ved  a  n i c e
bonus.

N a t u r a l l y,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members were l o a t h e  t o
increase membership f o r  f e a r  t h a t  i t  would j e o p a r d i z e
t h e i r  a l lowance.  T h e r e f o r e  no  new members were a l l o w -
ed u n t i l  t h e  company was t o o  o l d  and weak t o  per fo rm
t h e i r  work.  B y  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  company owned a  d i s -
carded horse drawn wagon as  w e l l  as  t h e  two  wheel
c a r t .

In 1908 t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  r o l l  was opened t o  s i x  new
members. I  was accepted as  w e l l  a s  He rbe r t  H o l t o n ,  a
young i n s t r u c t o r  i n  t h e  Co l l ege  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  New
York (CCNY).

At t h a t  t i m e  N.Y.C.  f i r e  t r u c k s  were horse  drawn.
There were c i t y  f i r e  houses l o c a t e d  o n  Whi te  P l a i n s
Avenue and Gun H i l l  Road, W i l l i a m s b r i d g e ,  and  oppos i t e
Woodlawn cemetery on  233rd S t r e e t .  E a s t c h e s t e r  had
f i r e  a l a r m  boxes f o r  t h e  c i t y  departments b u t  o u r  com-
pany had no boxes.

When anyone d iscovered a  f i r e  t h e y  r a n  t o  t h e  f i r e
house and began t o  p u l l  on  a  rope  t h a t  b rough t  a  hammer
against  t h e  t i r e  r i m  b e l l .  A s  soon as t h e  f i r e  a l a r m
sounded t h e r e  was a  r u s h  t o  g e t  t h e  f i r s t  h o r s e  a t tached
to t h e  hose wagon, f o r  t h e r e  was a  $ 5  p r i z e  f o r  t h a t .
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Most o f  t h e  h o r s e s  a v a i l a b l e  w e r e  f a t ,  w e l l - r o u n d e d
fa rm  h o r s e s .  O n  t h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  b e l l  I  w o u l d  r u s h  t o
the  b a r n ,  p u t  a  b r i d g e  o n  He len ,  j u m p  o n  h e r  b a c k  a n d
r i d e  f o r  t h e  f i r e  h o u s e .  N o t  f a r  f r o m  o . l r  p l a c e  was
a m a r k e t  g a r d e n e r  d o i n g  t h e  same t h i n g  a n d  i f  w e  h a p -
pened t o  m e e t  a t  t h e  c o r n e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  f i r e m e n
w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  b o w - l e g g e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  w e e k .

We h a d  some b e a u t s  o f  f i r e s .  B y  t h e  t i m e  we  a r r i -
ved a t  t h e  s c e n e  t h e r e  was n o  h o p e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  e v e n
b e i n g  u s e a b l e  a g a i n .  A l l  we  c o u l d  h o p e  f o r  was  enough
o f  a  b u i l d i n g  s t a n d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  g o o d  f i r e  a
y e a r  o r  t w o  l a t e r .  D o n ' t  t h i n k  f o r  a  moment ,  t h o u g h ,
t h a t  t h e r e  was  a n y  l a c k  o f  e f f o r t  i n  o u r  w o r k .  B u t ,
when y o u  c o n s i d e r  o u r  s e t  u p  i t  was  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e
t o  g e t  a t  t h e  f i r e  w i t h  e q u i p m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g
was p r e t t y  t h o r o u g h l y  a f l a m e .  B u t  w e  a l w a y s  h a d  a
l i n e  o n  a  f i r e  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  c i t y  f i r e m e n
f rom W i l l i a m s b r i d g e  o r  Woodlawn.

Being p a i d  b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  New Yo r k  we  w e r e  u n d e r
. the o r d e r s  o f  a  N . Y. C .  B a t t a l i o n  C h i e f .  H a v i n g  t h e
f a s t e s t  h o r s e  a n d  a  l i g h t  c a r r i a g e  w i t h  a  s k i l l e d
d r i v e r ,  h e  a r r i v e d  q u i c k l y  a n d  t o o k  c h a r g e  a s  s o o n  a s
h i s  a p p a r a t u s  a r r i v e d .  W e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  a t t a c h e d
to  t h e  n e a r e s t  h y d r a n t  a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  s e c o n d  pumper
a r r i v e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  p u t  o n  o u r  l i n e .  T h e n  y o u  h a d  a
s t i f f  l i n e  t o  h a n d l e .

EASTCHESTER FIRES

There w e r e  t h r e e  f i r e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g .

The f i r s t  s t a r t e d  o n  a  h o t  summer ' s  d a y .  W e  w e r e
u n l o a d i n g  a  wagon o f  h a y  i n t o  t h e  b a r n ,  w h e n  my f a t h e r
c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  j e t  b l a c k  c l o u d  o f  smoke c r o s s i n g
the  s k y .  I  t o o k  o n e  l o o k  a n d  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  was  a
t e r r i f i c  f i r e .  I  t h r e w  t h e  h a r n e s s  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e
horses  a n d  j umped  o n  h i s  b a c k  a n d  g a l l o p e d  f o r  t h e
f i r e  h o u s e .  W h e n  I  r e a c h e d  t h e  c o r n e r ,  How S h i l d e r
was a  b l o c k  ahead  a n d  I  c o u l d n ' t  c a t c h  h i m .
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He hooked on a  regu lar  hose wagon and was o f f .
Another f i reman,  Ted  Brundage, a r r i v e d  and we improvised
a set  o f  harnesses f o r  t h e  horse wi th  a  rope on the
reel .  T e d  was t o  balance t h e  r e e l  and I  r a n  along s ide
driving the  horse. A s  long as we were on l e v e l  ground
everything was f i n e ,  b u t  when we s ta r ted  down h i l l ,
Ted could not  stop t h e  r e e l  from going on the  hose so
Ihad t o  keep t h e  horse ahead o f  t h e  r e e l  so t h a t  the
horse would not  be  run over.  O n c e  over t h e  steepest
part we managed t o  get  t o  the  f i r e .

By the  t ime we got  t h e r e ,  t h e  f i r e  was s t i l l  burn-
ing f u r i o u s l y.  I t  was i n  a  former f r e i g h t  house f o r
the steamship l i n e  t o  New York C i t y  and was used f o r
the storage and packing o f  t h e  f a t g a t h e r e d  from meat
markets o f  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  Westchester and Bronx coun-
t ies.  W e  were put t ing  a  l o t  o f  water  on t h e  f i r e ,  b u t
the smoke was b lack .  T h e  smoke and sparks were blowing
straight south, across t h e  creek toward t h e  Boston Road.

The c h i e f  ordered me t o  take  t h e  r e e l  along t h e
creek t o  the  Boston Road, t h e n  cross t h a t  br idge and
be ready i n  case any o f  t h e  houses caught f i r e .  We
found t h a t  the  r o o f  o f  an  abandoned h o t e l  was on f i r e .
Ted boosted me t o  a  l e a n - t o  r o o f ,  passed up t h e  hose,
turned on the  water and then climbed up t h e  roof t o
help me. W e  had t h e  roo f  f i r e  under  cont ro l  when a
mounted policeman rode up and ordered us t o  jump, a s
the l ean - to  was on f i r e  under  us.  W e  threw t h e  nozzle
and hose t o  t h e  ground. T e d  s ta r ted  t o  cl imb down i n
the same manner t h a t  we had climbed up,  b u t  he happened
to put  h i s  f o o t  through a  window and t h e  flames s e t  h i s
trousers on f i r e .  T h e  cop grabbed t h e  hose and ducked
Ted. I  had already jumped c l e a r.  T h e  f i r e  had gutted
the ho te l  without doing much damage t o  the  outside.

The cop c a l l e d  t o  us t h a t  t h e  roof  o f  an o ld  co lo -
n ia l  house across t h e  s t r e e t  was on f i r e .  W e  put  t h a t
out, and then went back t o  pour water on the  h o t e l ,
but i t  was a  hopeless j o b .

We began t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  the re  was no t r a f f i c  o n
Boston Road. I  looked toward t h e  br idge and saw t h a t
i t  was open and a  boat was jammed i n t o  i t .  A  N.Y.C.
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deputy  f i r e  c h i e f ,  f i n d i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  i m p a s s a b l e ,  d r o v e
h i s  c a r r i a g e  u p  Columbus A v e .  t o  h t h  S t .  a n d  Moun t  V e r -
non, a n d  t h e n  t h r o u g h  Pe lham t o  B o s t o n  Road .  O n  h i s
way o v e r  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  o u r  f i r e ,  w e  f o u n d  t h a t  a
barge c a r r y i n g  d y n a m i t e  h a d  become l o d g e d  i n  t h e  b r i d g e
and l i f t e d  o f f  i t s  t r a c k s .  B y  t h e  t i m e  h e  r e a c h e d  u s
the w h a r f  a l o n g s i d e  h a d  c a u g h t  f i r e  a n d  we  p u t  t h a t  o u t .

Ano the r  f i r e  t h a t  was  o u t s t a n d i n g  o c c u r r e d  t h e  d a y
b e f o r e  Good F r i d a y  1 9 1 0 ,  I  b e l i e v e .  T h e  E a s t c h e s t e r
and B o s t o n  R a i l r o a d  was b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d .  C r e o s o t e d
t i l e s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  u p  t h e  H u t c h i n s o n  R i v e r  b y  b a r g e
to  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c a n a l .  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  b u i l t  a  t e m -
p o r a r y  t r a c k  a n d  s p u r  t o  b r i n g  s u p p l i e s  i n .  T h e  c r e o -
so ted  t i l e s  w e r e  t h r o w n  i n  a  h u g e  p i l e  j u s t  s o u t h  o f
the  D y r e  A v e .  S t a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  7 5 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e m .

I t  was  t h e  T h u r s d a y  t h a t  I  h a d  d r i v e n  t o  Moun t  V e r -
non a n d  I  h a d  s t o p p e d  a t  my  g r a n d m o t h e r  W e i s s ' ,  w h e n
I h e a r d  t h e  M o u n t  Ve r n o n  f i r e  w h i s t l e s  b l o w .  I  l o o k e d
out  a n d  t h e r e  was  a  t a l l  b l a c k  c l o u d  r i s i n g  i n  t h e  s k y
toward E a s t c h e s t e r .

My h o r s e ,  S a l l y ,  we l comed  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s t e p  o u t ;
we p a s s e d  e v e r y t h i n g  o n  t h e  r o a d .  A u t o s  w e r e  n o t  f a s t
o r  numerous  t h e n .  A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  s c e n e  I  f o u n d  t h a t
the  D e f e n d e r  Hose  C o .  h a d  g o t  t h e  f i r s t  h o s e  o n  a n d
the f i r s t  N . Y. C .  e n g i n e  h a d  b e e n  p u t  o n  o u r  l i n e .  T h a t
meant t w o  men o n  t h e  n o z z l e  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  h e l p  k e e p i n g
a s t r a i g h t  l i n e .  E v e n  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  p o w e r ,  w e  c o u l d
no t  r e a c h  t h e  f i r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h e a t .  W e  b u i l t  a
b a r r i c a d e  o f  r a i l r o a d  t i e s  r i g h t  o n  t h e  t r a c k s .  B y
l y i n g  o n  o u r  s t omachs  b e h i n d  t h e  b a r r i c a d e ,  w e  c o u l d
push i t  f a r  enough  f o r w a r d  t o  g e t  w a t e r  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f
the  f i r e .

The f i r e  s t a r t e d  a b o u t  2  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .
By e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a l l  N . Y. C .  a p p a r a t u s
had b e e n  s e n t  home e x c e p t  t h e  e n g i n e  company a t t a c h e d
t o  o u r  l i n e .  O u r  company w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  squads -
one t o  s t a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t o  t a k e
over  a t  7  a . m .  a n d  g o  t i l  7  p . m .  t h e  n e x t  e v e n i n g .

I  h a d  i n v i t e d  my c o l l e g e  f r a t e r n i t y  b r o t h e r s  u p
f o r  Good F r i d a y  t o  p l a y  b a l l ,  a n d  Ma was t o  p r o v i d e  a
hicy m p a l ,  . T h e r e f o r e  I  h a d  t o  t a k e  t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  i n
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order t o  be  f r e e  f o r  t h e  g e t  t o g e t h e r.  A s  soon as  I
had my b r e a k f a s t  I  g o t  a  coup le  hours  s l e e p  b e f o r e  t h e
boys a r r i v e d  and we went t o  t h e  b a l l f i e l d .

I  went  on  d u t y  aga in  F r i d a y  n i g h t .  I t  was n o  l o n g e r
spec tacu la r,  j u s t  a  c o n t i n u a l  w e t t i n g  down t i l  i t
formed a  c r u s t  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p i l e .  T h e n  t h e
superheated steam would b low up t h e  p i l e  l i k e  f i r e -
crackers and t h e  process went  on  aga in .  I t  was n o t
u n t i l  7  a.m.  o n  Monday morning t h a t  o u r  company was
discharged. ( F i r e  appartus had come f rom as f a r  away
as Yonkers ,  Wh i t e  P l a i n s ,  and  New Roche l le ,  h a v i n g
been a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  s h a f t  o f  smoke i n  t h e  a i r . )

One n i g h t ,  a f t e r  I  had gone t o  bed,  b u t  had n o t
yet  gone t o  s l e e p ,  I  happened t o  g lance  o u t  o f  t h e
window and n o t i c e d  a  b laze  down t h e  road.  I  woke t h e
fo l ks  w h i l e  g e t t i n g  some c l o t h e s  o n .  I  r a n  down t h e
road t o  t h e  f i r e  w h i c h  was i n  an o l d ,  n o t  v e r y  l a r g e
house. T h e  h a l l  and f r o n t  door  were ab laze  and I  c o u l d
hear a  man screaming on  t h e  second f l o o r .  T h e  second
s to ry  windows i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house were o n l y
18 inches  h i g h .

The o n l y  chance was t o  g e t  a  l a d d e r  t o  g e t  up  on
the porch  r o o f .  I  r a n  t o  a  boa t  y a r d  a t  t h e  bot tom o f
the s t r e e t ,  and  found a  l a d d e r,  b u t  b y  t h e  t i m e  I  g o t
to t h e  r o o f  t h e  y e l l i n g  had ceased and t h e r e  was
nothing b u t  f lames  i n s i d e .  T o  open a  window would
only g i v e  i t  a i r  t o  bu rn  ha rde r.

By t h a t  t i m e  Pop a r r i v e d  and t h e n  t h e  hose c a r t .
We had wa te r  on  t h e  b laze  be fo re  t h e  c i t y  f i r e m e n
came. T h e  b u i l d i n g  was a  mass o f  f lames i n s i d e  b u t
we were keeping t h e  o u t s i d e  we t .

Ted Brundage and I  were ordered t o  s tand  j u s t  i n -
s ide t h e  o u t e r  c e l l a r  door  t o  watch f o r  t h e  body t o
f a l l .  I t  was a  gruesome j o b .  s t a n d i n g  knee-deep i n
water,  w i t h  wa te r  s t reaming down f rom above, and  p ieces
of f l o o r  beams f a l l i n g  though i n  a  shower o f  spa rks .
F i n a l l y  t h e  body dropped down. I t  had hung across
a f l o o r  beam. T h e  c i t y  f i r emen  t o o k  t h e  body o u t  and
l a i d  i t  under  a  t r e e  u n t i l  a  p o l i c e  wagon a r r i v e d  f r o m
the Wakef ie ld  s t a t i o n .
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The cop wanted t o  know what t h e  w i f e ,  who had
a r r i ved  on  t h e  scene,  wanted done w i t h  h e r  husband's
body. S h e  t o l d  t h e  cop t o  do  whatever he  wanted t o
w i th  t h e  body,  t h a t  he  was h e r  seventh husband, and
there never  was an  odd-numbered husband t h a t  was any
good.

( I t  was o n l y  a  f e w  years  ago t h a t  I  met t h a t  cop ,
now r e t i r e d ,  who d rove  t h e  paddy wagon, and  he  t o l d
me about  t h e  w i f e ' s  a t t i t u d e .  T h e  husband's l e g s  were
paralyzed and he  had been bed- r i dden  f o r  n e a r l y  s i x
months.)

The C i t y  o f  New Yo r k  disbanded t h e  Defender Hose
Company i n  1918 o r  s o .  B y  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t -
ment was moto r i zed  and would have a  f i r e  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e
Defender Hose Co. c o u l d  appear.

THE SALT MEADOWS

Part  o f  t h e  Johnston fa rm was seven acres  o f  s a l t
meadow. I t  was a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p iece  o f  p r o p e r t y
f o r  a  youngs ter  because i t  was o n l y  v i s i t e d  one week
in  t h e  y e a r,  i n  l a t e  f a l l ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h a t  v i s i t  you
would be  marooned f o r  about  s i x  hours ,  d u r i n g  h i g h  t i d e .

To g e t  t h e r e  you had t o  d r i v e  i n t o  a  c reek ,  t h e
bottom o f  which had been paved w i t h  l a r g e  bou lders  drawn
there f r om  d i f f e r e n t  fa rms .  T h i s  made f o r  a  v e r y  uneven
bottom. I t  was necessary t o  d r i v e  about  60  f e e t  a l o n g
the channe l  and t h e n  p u l l  o u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  shore .  A t
low t i d e  t h e r e  would be  a  f o o t  o r  so  o f  w a t e r,  b u t  a t
high t i d e  t h e  wa te r  m igh t  be  as  deep as  f o u r  f e e t ,  e s p -
e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l  when t h e  hay was c u t .

I  remember une y e a r  when I  was i n  h i g h  schoo l  we
went o u t  t o  h a r v e s t  t h e  s a l t  hay.  M y  f a t h e r ,  t w o  young
farm hands, and  I  d rove  t h e  hay wagon across t h e  g u l l y
at  abou t  10  A.M. T h e  t i d e  was go ing  o u t ,  b u t  was s t i l l
f a i r l y  deep. T h e  work was t o  h a u l  t h e  hay c u t  t h e  p r e -
vious day  up  o n  t o  a  s t a c k  o f  hummock, p repa re  i n  gen-
e ra l  f o r  a  few  days o f  f l o o d  t i d e s  t h a t  were due,  and
then h a u l  a  l o a d  o f  hay home, b e f o r e  t h e  incoming t i d e
got t o o  deep.
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As w e  w e r e  d r i v i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  meadow t o w a r d  t h e
g u l l y ,  o n e  s e t  o f  w h e e l s  h i t  a  s o f t  s p o t  a n d  t i p p e d
over  a  l a r g e  amoun t  o f  h a y .  H a l f  t h e  l o a d  was p u t  o v e r
i n  t h e  s t a c k  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  was l e f t  t o  b e  h a u l e d
home. B u t  t h e  t i d e  was t o o  h i g h  s o  we h a d  t o  w a i t .
I t  was  c h i l l y ,  s o  I  c r a w l e d  u n d e r  t h e  h a y .  S o o n  i t
s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  d a r k ,  a n d  we  f i g u r e d  w e  w o u l d  e i t h e r
have t o  c r o s s  t h e  g u l l y  o r  s t a y  a l l  n i g h t .

My f a t h e r  was d r i v i n g .  H e  s a t  w i t h  h i s  l e g s
wrapped a r o u n d  t h e  f r o n t  l a d d e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  t h r e e  o f  u s
l a y  o n  t h e  l o a d .  I n  t h e  g u l l y ,  t h e  wagon h i t  a  b i g
unde rwa te r  b o u l d e r ,  t i p p e d  s i d e  ways  a n d  h a l f  t h e  l o a d
went o v e r b o a r d .

L u c k i l y ,  t h e  t h r e e  o f  u s  d i v e d  o f f  t h e  h a y  j u s t
as i t  w e n t  o v e r ,  a n d  e s c a p e d  b e i n g  d r o w n e d ,  b u t  we  w e r e
c o m p l e t e l y  s o a k e d .  I t  w a s  n o t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t h e
team and  t h e  n e a r l y  e m p t y  wagon o v e r  t h e  g u l l y .

The t h r e e  o f  u s  r a n  t h e  h a l f  m i l e  o r  more  home,
bu t  b y  t h e  t i m e  we  r e a c h e d  t h e r e ,  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  o u r
c l o t h e s  w e r e  f r o z e n  s t i f f .  M a  g a v e  u s  a  g o o d  s h o t  o f
wh iskey  a n d  a  g o o d  h o t  s u p p e r .  T h e  t w o  b o y s  t o o k  t h e
remainder  o f  t h e  b o t t l e  t o  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  b a r n
and s a n g  P o l i s h  s o n g s  a n d  d a n c e d  f o r  h o u r s .

THE SALE OF THE SALT MEADOW

The s a l t  meadows, a s  a  w h o l e ,  w e r e  r o u g h l y  3 0 0
ac res .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p l o t s  h a d  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  b y
fa rmers  f o r  t h e i r  s a l t  h a y .  T h e  p r i c e  was  n o m i n a l .

I n  1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  New Yo r k ,  W e s t c h e s t e r  a n d  B o s t o n
R a i l r o a d  was b u i l t  f r o m  t h e  H a r l e m  R i v e r  t o  P o r t -
c h e s t e r ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  b r a n c h  f r o m  M t .  Ve r n o n  t o  W h i t e
P l a i n s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  New Yo r k  S t a t e  B a r g e
Canal was f i n i s h e d  a n d  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  was t h a t  t h e
produce f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  R e g i o n  w o u l d  b e  s h i p p e d
to  New Yo r k  C i t y  b y  b a r g e  i n s t e a d  o f  r a i l r o a d .



The S a s h  S h o p .  O n  s t o o p :  U n k n o w n  p a r t y ,
Herman W e i s s  a n d  b r o t h e r

Be low:  J o h n  R o b i s o n  a n d  D e x t e r
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LAST CALL—The city's last volunteer fire company at East Chester will be dfsrawnsderto
day. L e d  by Chief W. F. Johnston (left). Veterans Schneider, Hollor and Brundage ( left
to right) made last call yesterday.

N. SEPTEMBER 6, 1933.

Edenwald, Williams
Animal Barn Will Cause
Sanitary CodeAmendmen t
Commissioner Finds No Provision Against

Storage of Wild Beasts in City Limits
Old E a s t c h e s t e r ' s  a n i m a l  b a r n

will  c a u s e  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e
Sanitary Code, H e a l t h  Commission-
er Shir ley  W.  Wy n n e  told The D a i l y
Argus yesterday.  A  thorough search
of the  code revea led  t o  D r .  Wy n n e
no provision against  t h e  storage o f
wild beasts  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s ,
he sa id .

Counsel f o r  the  d e p a r t m e n t  h a v e
been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d r a w  u p  t h e
amendment  f o r  considerat ion a t  a
meeting of the board this  week.

" A c a s e  o f  t h i s  s o r t  h a s  n e v e r
occurred be fore  s ince  m y  appoint -
ment  as Commissioner"  D r .  Wy n n e
explained.

" We  h a v e  prov is ions  f o r  m a i n -
tenance o f  p e t  shops,  p u b l i c  m e n -
ageries a n d  stables;  b u t  none t h a t
covers the storage o f  wi ld  an imals . '

I f  the  depar tment  has lega l  r i g h t
to order  remova l  of  the barn .  Ti l lot -
son and  Hol lers  Avenues,  O l d  East -
chester act ion wi l l  be taken against
the p r o p r i e t o r.  E l l i s  J o s e p h .  1 7 9
East Mosholu P a r k w a y,  D r .  Wy n n e
said.

The C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  a c t i o n  f o l -

lowed h is  v is i t  F r i d a y  n igh t  t o  t h e
storehouse, which he inspected w i th
D r.  J o h n  O b e r w a g e r  a n d  D r .  A r -
thur J .  O ' L e a r y  o f  the  B r o n x  d i v i -
sion. T h e  v is i t  proved t h e  t r u t h  o f
protests m a d e  to D r .  Wynne  F r i d a y
by a  delegation f r o m  t h e  O l d  E a s t -
cheater C o m m u n i t y  L e a g u e .

"We found  a  t i g e r.  a  h y e n a ,  s i x
zebras, s e v e r a l  t a p i r s  a n d  f o u r  o r
f i v e  m o n k e y s , "  C o m m i s s i o n e r
Wynne said .  " I  don' t  consider  the
building a  m e n a c e  b e c a u s e  t h e
animals a r e  b e h i n d  s t r o n g  b a r s .
But t h e  u n t i d y  condition o f  t h e  I n -
terior a n d  t h e  u n c l e a n e d  c a g e s
constitute m i n o r  h e a l t h  l a w  v i o l a -
tions.

"Three  inspectors w h o  pat ro l led
the grounds F r i d a y  night a n d  e a r l y
Saturday m o r n i n g  h e a r d  n o  n o i s e
from the  barn .  I  have  ordered t h e '
Bronx d iv is ion  t o  m a k e  a  f u r t h e r
examinat ion."

A r e p o r t  t h a t  M r .  J o s e p h  w a s
ordered before the d e p a r t m e n t  yes-
terday t o  answer  charges o f  heal th
law violat ions i s  fa lse ,  D r .  W y n n e
said.

•



N a t e ,  G e r t r u d e ,  H e r m
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Herm, J u l i a ,  G e r t r u d e





Herm a n d  t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r .



V I C T O R Y :
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M i d g e ,  B o b ,  H e r m ,  J i l l ,  B i l l ,  S c o t t .



The G r a n d c h i l d r e n :  G r a n d s o n  B i l l ,
He rm, ,Son  B i l l ,  R u t h ,  S c o t t ,  J o h n ,
J i l l ,  P e g ,  M a r k
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Several o f  t h e  head men i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  companies
tha t  had con t rac t s  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  work ,  g o t  t h e  i d e a
tha t  t h e  Eastchester  s a l t  meadows would  make a  f i n e  New
York t e r m i n a l  f o r  t h e  barge c a n a l .  V e r y  q u i e t l y ,  t h e y
acquired cons iderab le  acreage.  B u t ,  n o t h i n g  e v e r  came
of t h i s  and aga in ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was l a r g e l y  de l i nquen t
i n  t axes .

In 1927 o r  s o ,  my f a t h e r  r ece i ved  a  phone c a l l
from a  w e l l  known downtown l awye r  who t o l d  h im t o  b r i n g
his  deed t o  t h i s  l a n d  t o  t h e  l a w y e r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  a
spec i f i ed  t i m e .  H e  and Ma a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  l a w y e r ' s
o f f i c e  o n l y  t o  f i n d  i t  crowded w i t h  a  group o f  p r o -
t es t i ng  peop le ,  a l l  h o l d i n g  deeds i n  t h e i r  hands and
anxious t o  know why.

The lawyer  appeared and t o l d  them t h a t  he  had a
very advantageous s a l e  o f  t h e  s a l t  meadows t h a t  cou ld
only be  made i f  everyone o f  t h e  some 25 l and tune rs
guaranteed t o  s e l l  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  a t  a  p r i c e  t o  be
named by  t h e  buye r.  T h e  l a w y e r  c o u l d  o n l y  say  t h a t  t h e
p r i ce  was generous.

I t  was a  dramat ic  moment. T h e s e  owners had  no
use f o r  t h e  l a n d  and i n  many cases t h e  back taxes  were
t e r r i f i c .  Y e t ,  who was t h i s  g u y,  who wanted an  agree-
ment t o  s e l l  f o r  an  unnamed p r i c e .  T h e  l awye r  asce r -
ta ined t h e  ones who were w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l ,  a n d  l e f t  them
to work  on t h e  ho ldou ts .  T h e y  f i n a l l y  a l l  agreed t o
s e l l  w i t h  t h e  expected p r i c e  b e l i e v e d  t o  range f r om
$200 p e r  ac re  t o  $500, t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  most o p t i m i s t i c .

The lawyer  came back and announced t h e  p r i c e - -
$5,480 an  ac re .  T h e  buyer  was C u r t i s  Wr i g h t  A i r p l a n e
Company. T h e y  wanted i t  f o r  a  f l y i n g  f i e l d .  W e  r e -
ceived $37,000 f o r  o u r  h o l d i n g .

Nothing happened a f t e r  t h a t  and i n  due t i m e  t h e
proper ty  was p u t  up  a t  a  t a x  s a l e .  B u t  i n  t h e  mean-
t ime, t h e  C i t y  S a n i t a t i o n  Department used i t  a s  a  r e -
fuse dump, r a i s i n g  t h e  l e v e l  s o  t h a t  i t  was d e f i n i t e l y
above h i g h  t i d e .  V a r i o u s  uses were proposed f o r  t h e
land, t h e  most s e r i o u s  o f  wh ich  was a  horse  r a c i n g
t rack .
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I n  1 9 6 0  i t  became F r o n t i e r l a n d ,  a n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
p a r k  mode led  o n  D i s n e y l a n d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I  h a v e  n o t
been a b l e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  p a r k  b u t  I  h a v e  a  p r e t t y  g o o d
p i c t u r e  o f  i t  i n  my m i n d .  I  c a n  o n l y  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e
o l d  s a l t  meadows t h a t  we  w o r k e d  e v e r y  f a l l  a r e  s t i l l
under  t h e  g a u d y  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  West  o f  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o .

MY SCHOOLING

I  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  J u n e  o f  1 9 0 3
and s t a r t e d  M o r r i s  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  S e p t e m b e r.  T h e y  w e r e
b u i l d i n g  a  new s c h o o l  a t  1 6 6  S t r e e t  a n d  B o s t o n  Road ,
Bronx ,  a n d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1904  we  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o
the  p a r t i a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  b u i l d i n g .

D a i l y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was a  p r o b l e m .  A t  t h a t  t i m e
the  t r o l l e y  c a r  t o  M t .  Ve r n o n  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
Town D o c k  Road.  I  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  c a r  s t a r t  f r o m  t h e
window o f  o u r  h o u s e ,  a n d  w a l k  o u t  t o  t h e  r o a d  a n d  t h e
c a r  w o u l d  s t o p  f o r  me r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r  h o u s e .
T h i s  c a r  t o o k  me t o  M t .  Ve r n o n .  F r o m  t h e r e  I  t o o k  a n -
o t h e r  t r o l l e y  down W h i t e  P l a i n s  Avenue  t o  B e d f o r d  P a r k
and t h e  3 r d  Avenue  e l e v a t e d  t r a i n  t o  1 6 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d
3rd Av e n u e .  T h e n  i t  was  o n l y  a  s h o r t  t h r e e - b l o c k  w a l k
to  M o r r i s  H i g h  S c h o o l .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r
r o u t e s  t h a t  I  u s e d  b u t  t h e y  a l l  a v e r a g e d  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f
t o  o n e  a n d  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  h o u r s .  I  h a d  t o  l e a v e  home
on t h e  6 : 5 0  t r o l l e y  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t o  s c h o o l  o n  t i m e .

Due t o  a  m e n t a l  b l o c k  i n  German, m y  g r a d u a t i o n
was d e l a y e d  u n t i l  J u n e  1 9 0 8 .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  o n e  d i d
n o t  h a v e  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o o s i n g  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  i s  now
a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  I  managed t o  g e t  i n  some c o u r s e s  t h a t
were n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n .

I n  t h e  summer o f  1 9 0 8 ,  I  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  f a r m .  I
met H e r b e r t  H o l t o n ,  a  y o u n g  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r  i n
m e c h a n i c a l  a r t  a t  CCNY, w h o  h a d  r e c e n t l y  moved t o
E a s t c h e s t e r .  H e  p e r s u a d e d  me t o  g o  down w i t h  h i m  t o
see t h e  b e a u t i f u l  new campus o f  CCNY w h i c h  h a d  o n l y
been i n  u s e  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  B e f o r e  I  w e n t  home t h a t
day I  h a d  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  i n  S c i e n c e
I I I  l e a d i n g  t o  a  BS d e g r e e  i n  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  i n  s p i t e
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  l a c k e d  s o l i d  g e o m e t r y,  t r i g o n o m e t r y
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and a d v a n c e d  a l g e b r a .  T h e s e  I  h a d  t o  make u p  b y  t a k i n g
c l asses  a t  Townsend  H a r r i s  H a l l ,  b e f o r e  I  c o u l d  s t a r t
the  p r e s c r i b e d  c o l l e g e  m a t h .  T h a t  mean t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e
me f i v e  y e a r s  t o  g r a d u a t e .

I  w o r k e d  h a r d  t h a t  f i r s t  y e a r .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g
f a l l  I  was  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  l e f t
o f  t h e  1 6  t h a t  h a d  e n r o l l e d  f o r  t h e  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s .
Two o f  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  d r o p p e d  w e n t  u p  t o  M I T  a n d
e v e n t u a l l y  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e r e .

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  I  j o i n e d  T h e t a
Chi  f r a t e r n i t y .  I t  was  a  s m a l l  c h a p t e r  because  o f  a
s h o r t a g e  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l
C h r i s t i a n  f r a t e r n i t i e s -  D e l t a  Kappa E p s i l o n  a n d  A l p h a
D e l t a  P h i .  M y  f r a t e r n i t y  mean t  a  l o t  t o  me.  W e  h a d
a v e r y  a c t i v e  a n d  l o y a l  g r o u p  o f  a l u m n i .  T h e y  h e l p e d
us f i n a n c e  t h e  r e n t a l  o f  a  s o - c a l l e d  " f r a t  h o u s e . "  I n
those d a y s  a  f r a t  h o u s e  m i g h t  b e  a n  a p a r t m e n t  o r  a
s m a l l  h o u s e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  t h a t  I  was  i n
c o l l e g e ,  w e  r e n t e d  a  coachman c o t t a g e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  o n e
of  t h e  o l d ,  s w a n k  r e s i d e n c e s  o n  S t .  N i c h o l a s  Av e n u e .
I t  was  i d e a l  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t
my f r a t e r n a l  l i f e  t u r n e d  a  f a c t o r y  e d u c a t i o n  i n t o  a
c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  NY W e s t c h e s t e r  a n d  B o s t o n  R a i l -
road opened  i n  1 9 0 8 ,  t h u s  s o l v i n g  my t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
p rob lems .  I  c o u l d  t a k e  t h a t  t r a i n  f r o m  D y r e  Avenue .
to  1 8 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e n  t a k e  a  subway t o  1 3 5 t h  S t .
and L e n o x  Avenue  a n d  w a l k  f r o m  t h e r e  u p  t h e  h i l l  t o
the  campus .

I  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  CCNY i n  J u n e  1 9 1 3  a n d  h a d  t o
f a c e  a  r e a p p r a i s a l  o f  my  l i f e ' s  w o r k .

WORK AND MARRIAGE

My f a t h e r  owned some 2 0  a c r e s  o f  f a r m  l a n d ,  f r e e
and c l e a r .  T h e  g r o w t h  o f  New Yo r k  h a d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s
v a l u e  e v e n t u a l l y .  B u t  i t  was  n o t  y e t  r e a d y  f o r  d e v e l -
opment,  a n d  u n t i l  i t  was  s a l e a b l e  a t  a  g o o d  p r i c e ,
taxes h a d  t o  b e  p a i d .  M y  f a t h e r  h a d  a  h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n .
I t  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  f a m i l y  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  my b r o t h e r
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should c a r r y  on  t h e  f a rm ing ,  b u t  Nate had broken down
w i th  TB and was l i v i n g  up  i n  Ghent, New Yo r k ,  a t tended
by a  nurse .

As f o r  me, I  was i n  l o v e ,  and  wanted t o  g e t  mar r ied
j u s t  as  soon as I  c o u l d  suppor t  a  w i f e .  S o  I  made my
decis ion t o  become a  f a r m e r.  I  p lanned t o  work  on t h e
farm and t a k e  home-s tudy  courses i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  f r om
Cornel l  U n i v e r s i t y.

In t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  J u l y  I  was approached by  t h e
daughter o f  Rober t  Case, a  l a r g e  grower  o f  peaches i n
Stamford, Conn. H e  wanted me t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  f r u i t  t o
the s t o r e s  o f  Westchester  County,  New Yo r k  and F a i r f i e l d
County, Connec t i cu t .  I  s t a r t e d  oversee ing t h e  p i c k i n g
crews. I n  a  week's  t i m e  I  was c a l l e d  upon t o  t a k e
orders f r o m  t h e  s t o r e s  f o r  d e l i v e r y  t h e  n e x t  morning.

Prev ious ly,  one  f i r m  i n  each l a r g e  town bought
the peaches b y  t h e  t r u c k  l o a d  ( 80  h a l f  bushe ls )  and
he would d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  peaches t o  o t h e r  s t o r e s .  B u t
th i s  wea l thy  man had a  1700 a c r e  fa rm r u n  as a  hobby,
and when h i s  peaches came on  t h e  market ,  h e  made a
d a i l y  d e l i v e r y  t o  each s t o r e .  I  was p rov ided  w i t h  a
Ford c a r  and spen t  my f u l l  t i m e  t a k i n g  o rde rs  f o r  de -
l i v e r y  t h e  nex t  d a y.

At t h e  end o f  t h e  peach season I  r e t u r n e d  t o  E a s t -
chester.  A t  Chr is tmas I  was i n v i t e d  t o  Stamford f o r
a weekend and Case asked me t o  work by  t h e  yea r  on  t h e
farm as salesman and y e a r  round f a r m e r.  T h e  pay was
2% o f  t h e  f a rm  income, room and board,  and  $50.00 a
month cash.

I  managed t o  go t o  Eas tches te r  every  Saturday
n igh t  and spent  Sunday a f t e rnoon  c o u r t i n g  i n  Yonkers.
I  t o o k  an  8  P.M.  t r a i n  f r o m  Mt.  Vernon t o  Stamford and
then walked t h e  two  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  RR s t a t i o n  t o  t h e
farm.
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I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 1 5 ,  I  made Case  a  p r o p o s i t i o n
t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  me t o  g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  h o l d  o u t  o n
the f a r m .  H e  was  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  s i t e  a n d  t h e  m a t e r i a l s
and I  w o u l d  b u i l d  a  h o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  A t  my
l e a v i n g  h i s  e m p l o y,  t h e  w h o l e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e
was h i s .

I  w o r k e d  h a r d  t h a t  w i n t e r  a n d  b u i l t  a  f i v e  r o o m
house w i t h  a  f i e l d  s t o n e  f i r e p l a c e ,  s h e e t  r o c k  w a l l s ,
and a  s p a c i o u s  p o r c h  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t .  I t  was  r e a d y
f o r  occupancy  b y  M a r c h .  I  m a r r i e d  M i l d r e d  C l a r k  i n
March 1 9 1 6  a n d  a f t e r  a  honeymoon i n  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .
we t o o k  u p  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  new h o u s e .

Our l i f e  i n  t h e  new  h o u s e  was b r i e f .  A b o u t  t h e
f i r s t  o f  J u n e ,  t h r e e  mon ths  a f t e r  o u r  m a r r i a g e  D o c t o r
Brown, t h e  f a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n  i n  M t .  Ve r n o n ,  came u p  t o
warn me t h a t  my f a t h e r  h a d  a  h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n .  I f  h e
were n o t  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  h e  c o u l d  n o t  c a r r y  o n  w i t h  t h e
summer w o r k .  M e a n w h i l e ,  m y  b r o t h e r  N a t e  t o o k  a  t u r n
f o r  t h e  w o r s e  and was f o r c e d  t o  g o  t o  a  h i g h e r
e l e v a t i o n  n e a r  Chatham,  New Yo r k .

I n  1 9 1 6  we moved down t o  E a s t c h e s t e r  a n d  s t a y e d
i n  t h e  B i g  Conne r  S t r e e t  h o u s e  w i t h  my f o l k s .  T h e
f o l l o w i n g  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  o u r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  R o b e r t  C l a r k
was b o r n  i n  M t .  Ve r n o n  h o s p i t a l .  B y  1 9 1 9 ,  m y  f a t h e r ' s
h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n  i m p r o v e d .  M y  w i f e  h a d  b e e n  unhappy
l i v i n g  w i t h  my f o l k s  a n d  t h e  d o c t o r  a d v i s e d  m o v i n g
t o  a  l e s s  h u m i d  c l i m a t e .

By A u g u s t  1 s t ,  1 9 1 9 ,  I  h a d  o b t a i n e d  a  j o b  c o n -
v e r t i n g  a  W e s t f i e l d ,  N e w  J e r s e y  c h i c k e n  f a r m  i n t o  a
f r u i t  f a r m .  I t  was owned b y  A r t h u r  R .  R u l e ,  P r e s i -
d e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  F r u i t  E x c h a n g e ,  a  n a t i o n -
w ide  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a n d l e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b -
u t i o n  o f  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  c o - o p s  s u c h  a s  t h e
C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  F l o r i d a  o r a n g e  c r o p s ,  t h e  N o r t h w e s t
a p p l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  g r a p e s ,  e t c .

I t  was  n o t  a  f a n c y - p a y i n g  j o b ,  b u t  i n  e f f e c t ,  i t
was a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  some s c i e n t i f i c  c o s t
a c c o u n t i n g  o n  m a r k e t  g a r d e n  c r o p s .  I  c o u l d  c a l l  o n
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Rule f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  o f  t h e  c r o p s  a n d  b e s i d e s  g e t -
t i n g  a  s a l a r y ,  a l l  t h e  c a s h  p r o f i t  c a m e  t o  me.
Du r i ng  t h e  w a r ,  R u l e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  F e d e r a l  P r i c e
F i x i n g  B o a r d ,  a n d  my  c r o p  c o s t  a n a l y s i s  was  o f
i n t e r e s t  t o  h i m .

I  b o u g h t  a n d  o p e r a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  F o r d s o n  t r a c t o r
t h a t  was  s t o c k e d  b y  t h e  F o r d  d e a l e r  i n  W e s t f i e l d .
That  t r a c t o r  p l o w e d  o n  f a r m s  i n  a  r a d i u s  o f  t h r e e
m i l e s  a n d  l e d  t o  i t s  g e n e r a l  a d o p t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t
the a r e a .

Our s e c o n d  s o n ,  W i l l i a m  F u l t o n  was b o r n  o n  A u g u s t
26, 1 9 2 0 .  I  remember  t h a t  I  was  w o r k i n g  o u t  i n  thc .
f i e l d  o n  a  h o t  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  came i n  t o  g e t  a  c o l d
d r i n k .  M y  w i f e  s a i d  t h a t  w e  h a d  b e t t e r  s t a r t  f o r  t h e
Mt.  Ve r n o n  h o s p i t a l .  I  b o r r o w e d  a  c a r  w i t h o u t  p e r -
m i s s i o n  a n d  we s e t  o f f .  I  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t
m o t o r c y c l e  c o p s  who  s t o p p e d  me f o r  s p e e d i n g  w o u l d  c o -
o p e r a t e  i n  c l e a r i n g  t r a f f i c  f o r  me .  T h e y  d i d .

I t  j u s t  happened  t h a t  I  h a d  a  b l o w - o u t  r i g h t  i n
f r o n t  o f  a  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  r u n  b y  o n e  o f  my s c h o o l
mates.  H e  l o o s e n e d  t h e  t i r e  b o l t s ,  h e l d  t h e  c a r  u p
w i t h  s t r o n g  a r m s ,  w h i l e  I  s l i p p e d  t h e  s p a r e  o n ,  a n d
we w e r e  r o l l i n g  a g a i n  f a s t .  T h i n g s  happened  q u i c k l y
a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  B i l l  e n t e r e d  t h i s  w o r l d  s e v e r a l
hours  a f t e r  we l e f t  W e s t f i e l d .

I n  1 9 2 3  we moved b a c k  t o  E a s t c h e s t e r ,  p u r c h a s i n g
the h o u s e  i n  w h i c h  I  was  b o r n  ( 4 1 4 6  B o s t o n  R o a d ) .  M y
d a u g h t e r,  M a r g e r y  was  b o r n  o n  J u n e  5 ,  1 9 2 3 .

As e a r l y  a s  1 9 1 8  we  had n o t i c e d  a  marked  d e t e r i o r -
a t i o n  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  y i e l d  o f  t h e  s t r a w b e r r y  c r o p .
Exper t s  f r o m  C o r n e l l  w e r e  c a l l e d  i n  a n d  c o u l d  o n l y
recommend t e s t i n g  o u t  v a r i o u s  m i x t u r e s  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s .
Wh i le  down i n  W e s t f i e l d ,  N . J .  I  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  New



31

Brunswick Co l lege exper ts  and t h e y  d iscovered  an  i n -
f e c t i o n  o f  r e d  s p i d e r.  T h e y  recommended d u s t i n g  w i t h
a m ix tu re  o f  f l o w e r s  o f  s u l p h u r  and l i m e ,  wh ich  d i d
c lear  up  t h e  r e d  s p i d e r s .

When I  came back t o  Eas tches te r,  however,  we be -
gan t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  was g e t t i n g  imposs ib le  t o  make
the p l a n t s  grow.  W e  were be ing  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  t h e
st rawberry  bus iness .  W i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  15  years  t h e
t roub le  was diagnosed as  "nematodes",  a  v e r y  s h o r t ,
h a i r - l i k e  worm t h a t  burrows i n  t h e  l a n d  and s i m p l y
destroys t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  r o o t s .  Nematodes  were
f i r s t  f o u n d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ;  t h e y  t r a v e l e d  Eas t  and h i t
New Yo r k  by  1915. A t  t h e  p resen t  t i m e  (1961)  t h e  U.S.
Dept. o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  has a  team i n  t h e  p o t a t o  l a n d  o f
Eastern Long I s l a n d  t a k i n g  s o i l  samples i n  an e f f o r t
to b l o c k  t h e  spread o f  t hese  worms t o  t h e  remain ing
potato  l a n d .

In  1925 my f a t h e r  s o l d  t h e  6  ac res  a d j a c e n t  t o
our house f o r  r e a l  e s t a t e  development. W i t h  t h e  s a l e
of o v e r  h a l f  t h e  f a r m  and t h e  complete f a i l u r e  o f
s t rawberry  g rowing ,  we were o u t  o f  f a rm ing .

RADIO

I  had done research work  i n  h i g h  f requency  e l e c t -
r i c i t y  i n  my s e n i o r  yea r  i n  c o l l e g e  (1913 ) .  T h i s  was
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t r ansm iss ion  o f  r a d i o  s i g n a l s .  O u r
exper imental  sending and r e c e i v i n g  s e t s  were among t h e
f i r s t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  code messages w i t h  Los Ange les .

By 1920 commercial  b roadcast ing  began. WOR i n
Newark was t h e  p ioneer  s t a t i o n  t h a t  we cou ld  p i c k  up
a c o i l  o f  b e l l  w i r e  t w i s t e d  around a  c y l i n d r i c a l  o a t -
meal box .  A  v a r i a b l e  condenser a t tached  t o  a  s e t  o f
head phones and a  d r y  b a t t e r y  would b r i n g  WOR i n  v e r y
w e l l  f r o m  o u r  house i n  We s t f i e l d ,  N . J .

In Eastchester  my hobby was c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  suc -
cession o f  i n c r e a s i n g l y  compl icated home-made s e t s
which were s o l d  t o  f r i e n d s  as  soon as t h e  n e x t  more
advanced hook-ups were work ing.
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The s a l e  o f  about  h a l f  t h e  Eas tches te r  f a rm  land
in  t h e  f a l l  o f  1925 marked t h e  d e f i n i t e  e n d  o f  f a rm ing
f o r  me. I t  was my i n t e n t i o n  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  booming
rad io  business b y  c o n t a c t i n g  s e v e r a l  o f  my f r i e n d s  who
made good i n  t h e  f i e l d .  M y  i n s t r u c t o r  was t h e  c h i e f
engineer f o r  what i s  now NBC. A n o t h e r  f r i e n d  manufact-
ured a  q u a l i t y  l i n e  o f  16  t u b e  r a d i o s  and was do ing
business o f  o v e r  $1,000,000 a  y e a r.  A n o t h e r  h e l d  a
high p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r a d i o  department o f  RCA.

Before I  s t a r t e d  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  e a r l y  i n  December,
I happened t o  see an adver t isement  i n  t h e  New York
Herald t h a t  t h e  Banner P iano Company i n  New Rochel le
wanted a  r a d i o  man f o r  t h e  Chr is tmas t r a d e .  I  a p p l i e d ,
was accepted and a f t e r  Chr istmas was k e p t  on .  T h e r e
was a  branch s t o r e  i n  Po r t ches te r  and new branch s to res
were opened i n  White P l a i n s  and Mt .  Vernon.  I  was
placed i n  charge o f  s e r v i c e  f o r  a l l  t h e  s t o r e s  and t h e
boss's son ,  F red  Banner,  a  C o r n e l l  man, was des ignated
as head o f  r a d i o  s a l e s .

I  had as  many as  a  dozen s e r v i c e  men under me a t
t imes, b u t  u s u a l l y  h a l f  t h a t  number s u f f i c e d .  M y  j o b
kept me l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  I  had n o t h i n g  t o  do
w i t h  sa les .  I  had t o  be  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c i r c u i t s
of a  l a r g e  number o f  r a d i o  makers and e n t a i l e d  con-
t i n u a l  s t udy.

Suddenly t h e  a x  f e l l .  I  was o rde red  t o  s h i p
whatever s t o c k  I  would l i k e  t o  c a r r y  i n  t h e  Mt. Vernon
s to re ,  f o r  t h e  n e x t  morning I  was t o  r e p o r t  t h e r e  as
manager, salesman, and s e r v i c e  man f o r  t h e  r a d i o  de -
partment o f  t h a t  s t o r e .  T h e  b o s s ' s  son ,  F r e d e r i c k ,
was s e n t  t o  t h e  White P l a i n s  s t o r e  and ano the r  man t o
Por tchester.

There was p r a c t i c a l l y  no  r e p a i r  business i n  t h e
Mt. Vernon s t o r e ,  s o  I  was f o r c e d  t o  push s a l e s .  T h e
store  hours were f r om 8  A.M. t o  6  P.M.  b u t  I  k e p t  t h e
rad io  p a r t  open u n t i l  9  P.M.  t o  c a t c h  t h e  bus iness-
men who commuted f r om  New Yo r k .  C o m p e t i t i o n  was keen,
but o u r  business was p r e t t y  good.
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Supposed l y,  I  was n o t  t o  b u y  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  b u t  I  encou raged  t h e m  t o  c a l l  s o  I  c o u l d
keep i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  d i s t r i b -
u t o r s  f o r  New Yo r k  R a d i o  i n  t h e  NY a r e a .  T h e  A e o l e a n
Co. s o l d  t o  B a n n e r ;  t h e  s a l e s m a n  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  d i s -
t r i b u t o r  c a l l e d  a n d  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e r e  was  c e r t a i n  t o
be a  s h o r t a g e  o f  M a j e s t i c ,  t h e  o t h e r  l i n e .  H e  c o u l d
no t  b r e a k  i n t o  B a n n e r  C o . ,  b u t  h e  made me a  p r o p o s i t i o n
t h a t  I  b u y  o v e r  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  m a i n  s t o r e .  H e  s a i d
t h a t  t h e r e  was  c e r t a i n  t o  b e  a  t e r r i f i c  s h o r t a g e  a t
C h r i s t m a s .  H e  w o u l d  g u a r a n t e e  d e l i v e r y  o f  a l l  t h e
s e t s  a n d  t h e  B a n n e r  Co .  w o u l d  n o t  b e  b i l l e d  u n t i l
a f t e r  3 0  d a y s .

I  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  c h a n c e  i n  b r e a k i n g
a l l  t h e  r u l e s  i f  I  h a d  v a l u e d  my j o b  m o r e .  B u t ,
M a j e s t i c  s e t s  r o l l e d  i n  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r
and t h e  s a l e s m a n  t o o k  a  c h a n c e  a n d  d o u b l e d  my w e e k l y
o r d e r .  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  s e l l i n g  l i k e  h o t c a k e s .

One m o r n i n g  F r e d e r i c k  B a n n e r,  t h e  b o s s ' s  s o n ,
c a l l e d  me f r o m  W h i t e  P l a i n s  a n d  a s k e d  i f ,  b y  a n y  c h a n c e ,
I  h a d  a  M a j e s t i c  o n  h a n d .  I  t o l d  h i m  y e s .  H e  d r o v e
down p e r s o n a l l y  t o  f i n d  s i x  c r a t e d  M a j e s t i e s  o n  t h e
s i d e w a l k ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  j a n i t o r  t o  p u t  t h e m  i n  s t o c k .
He p r e d i c t e d  t h e  b o s s  w o u l d  f a l l  o n  me l i k e  a  t o n  o f
b r i c k s  f o r  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  d i d n ' t  know
about  t h e  de layed  b i l l i n g ,  a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m o n t h
I  r e c e i v e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f o r m
o f  a  l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s a l e s .

The f o l l o w i n g  f a l l  S p a r t a n  R a d i o  made a n  a l l - o u t
a t t e m p t  t o  s e l l  B a n n e r  P iano  Co .  t h e i r  l i n e .  M r .  B a n n e r
came i n t o  t h e  s t o r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t h e  S p a r t a n
salesman was d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  new s e t .  I t  h a d  a  t o n a l
q u a l i t y  t h a t  I  r e a l i z e d  w o u l d  g o  o v e r  v e r y  b i g .  U n -
f o r t u n a t e l y  h e  o r d e r e d  t h e  s a l e s m a n  o u t  a n d  f o r b a d e  me
t o  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  l i n e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  we
s t o c k e d .

S e v e r a l  weeks  l a t e r ,  I  was  s t i l l  s o l d  o n  t h e
Spar tan  l i n e ,  s o  I  w e n t  o v e r  t o  New R o c h e l l e  a n d  h a d
i t  o u t  w i t h  B a n n e r.  I  t o l d  h i m  I  was  s o  c o n v i n c e d
t h a t  t h e  l i n e  w o u l d  s e l l ,  t h a t  u n l e s s  I  c o u l d  s t o c k
i t  T  w a n f i l d  ( " n i t  N a  n a v o  m P  n P r m i c c i n n
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My o p i n i o n  was b a s e d  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r e -
v i o u s l y  a l l  r a d i o  s p e a k e r s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  l i f e  i n
the  b a s s .  T h e  p u b l i c  c o u l d  g e t  q u a l i t y  s p e a k e r s  o n l y
on s e t s  t h a t  c o s t  $ 5 0 0  o r  b e t t e r .  S p a r t a n  h a d  i t  i n
an o r d i n a r y  s p e a k e r  a t  a  v e r y  n o m i n a l  p r i c e .

That  w i n t e r  I  s o l d  b o t h  S p a r t a n  a n d  M a j e s t i c .
Both m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f f e r e d  a  p r i z e  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  a
s e t  q u o t a  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  B y  s p r i n g  t h e  M t .  Vernon
s t o r e  h a d  won b o t h  - -  t w o  e x p e n s e  p a i d  t r i p s .

Mr.  B a n n e r  c a l l e d  me o v e r  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  t o l d
me h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h e  S p a r t a n  t r i p  a n d  t h a t  I
c o u l d  h a v e  t h e  M a j e s t i c  t r i p .  H e  w e n t  a n d  r e p o r t e d
h a v i n g  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e .  W h e n  i t  was  t i m e  f o r  me t o
go I  was  i n  b e d  w i t h  T B  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  a  w h o l e  new
c h a p t e r  i n  my l i f e .

THE SARANAC LAKE EPISODE 1 9 2 9 - 1 9 3 3

I  was a l l  s e t  t o  g o  t o  C h i c a g o  a s  t h e  g u e s t  o f
M a j e s t i c  R a d i o  b u t  I  d i d  n o t  f e e l  w e l l .  I  w e n t  t o  t h e
d o c t o r  a n d  h e  recommended t h a t  I  b y - p a s s  t h e  C h i c a g o
t r i p  a n d  g o  o u t  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  r e l a x  i n s t e a d .

I  h a d  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
Candlewood L a k e ,  n e a r  D a n b u r y,  C o n n .  I t  was  o n e  o f
the  manmade l a k e s ,  j u s t  f i l l i n g ,  a n d  i t  was  b u i l t  a s
p a r t  o f  t h e  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  o n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .
So I  p l a n n e d  t o  t a k e  Bob  a n d  B i l l  w i t h  me a n d  f i n d  a
p l a c e  t o  b o a r d  a n d  r e l a x .

We d r o v e  f r o m  E a s t c h e s t e r  t o  Candlewood L a k e ,
l o c a t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  I  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  a n d
then  we h a d  o u r  d i n n e r .  I  was  n o t  f e e l i n g  v e r y  w e l l ,
so I  t o o k  a  r o o m  a n d  w e n t  t o  b e d  w i t h  a  h i g h  f e v e r .
I t  was  a  t e r r i b l e  n i g h t  a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  i t  was  d a y l i g h t
I  l o a d e d  t h e  c a r  a n d  we  r e t u r n e d  t o  E a s t c h e s t e r .  I
l e f t  t h e  b o y s  i n  E a s t c h e s t e r  a n d  w e n t  u p  t o  s e e  t h e
d o c t o r  i n  M t .  Ve r n o n .  H e  s e n t  me t o  t h e  M t .  Ve r n o n
H o s p i t a l  f o r  c h e s t  X - r a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  o r d e r e d  me t o  g o
home a n d  t o  b e d .
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The n e x t  m o r n i n g  h e  came t o  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  t o l d
the  f o l k s  I  h a d  l u n g  c a v i t i e s  a n d  a d v i s e d  t h e m  t o  s e n d
me t o  S a r a n a c  L a k e  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r
c u r i n g  T B .  T h a t  was  J u l y  5 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  i f  I  remember  t h e
e x a c t  d a t e ,  a n d  I  s t a y e d  i n  b e d  u n t i l  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  my
f o r t i e t h  b i r t h d a y ,  J u l y  2 1 ,  1 9 2 9 .

I  w a s  d r i v e n  down t o  Grand  C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n  a n d
t o o k  t h e  7  P. M .  t r a i n  f o r  S a r a n a c  a r r i v i n g  a t  7  A.M .
I  was  m e t  b y  W i l l  L u r s ,  a  r e l a t i v e  o f  Herman W e i s s ,
( p r o b a b l y  a  s e c o n d  c o u s i n ) ,  w h o  h a d  k e p t  i n  t o u c h
w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y .  H e  t o o k  me d i r e c t l y  t o  h i s  h o u s e
and I  m e t  h i s  w i f e  G l a d y s  who  was a  TB  p a t i e n t  t h a t
had made a  q u i c k  c u r e  a n d  s t a y e d  o n  a s  a  n u r s e .  W i l l
b roke  down w i t h  T B  a f t e r  h e  l o s t  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e .  H e
s o l d  h i s  p r o s p e r o u s  s t o r e  i n  Hoboken a n d  w e n t  t o
Saranac w i t h  TB o f  t h e  t h r o a t  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  f o r
7 o r  8  y e a r s .  T h e n  h e  g o t  h i s  v o i c e  b a c k ,  h e  m e t
G ladys ,  m a r r i e d  h e r ,  a n d  now owed h a l f  i n t e r e s t  i n
the  b e s t  o f  t h e  n i n e  d r u g  s t o r e s  i n  t o w n  a n d  was
do ing  f i n e .

I  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  l u n c h  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  t h e n
W i l l  t o o k  me t o  t h e  d o c t o r  h e  h a d  s e l e c t e d  w h e r e  I
had a  t h o r o u g h  g o i n g  o v e r .  H e  h a d  made r e s e r v a t i o n s
f o r  a  r o o m  a t  5 0  Shepha rd  Av e n u e .  I t  was  a  g o o d - s i z e d
second f l o o r  f r o n t  bed room w i t h  a  l a r g e  s i d e  p o r c h
capab le  o f  h o l d i n g  t w o  b e d s  w i t h  p l e n t y  r o o m  t o  s p a r e .

I  h a d  t h e  r o o m  a n d  p o r c h  t o  m y s e l f  when  I  e n t e r e d
and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  months  I  h a d  f e w  v i s i t o r s .  T h e r e
was a  f i n e  m i d d l e - a g e d  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  i n  c h a r g e  o f
the  n i n e  b e d s  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  w i t h  t w o  y o u n g  g i r l s  who
d i d  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r k  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  a  c l e a n i n g  woman.
The h o u s e  n e x t  d o o r  was a  TB  c o t t a g e ,  t h a t  i s  o n e
c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  T B  S o c i e t y .  I t  w a s  owned b y  t h e
s i s t e r  o f  o u r  n u r s e ,  b u t  s h e  was t o o  o l d  a n d  f a t  t o
do a n y  a c t u a l  w o r k  h e r s e l f .  T h e  m e a l s  w e r e  s e r v e d
f r o m  t h e  h o u s e  n e x t  d o o r  b y  a  t r a y  " b o y "  a b o u t  6 0
years  o l d .

The f i r s t  m o n t h  t h e r e  I  saw o n l y  t h e  n u r s e ,  t w o
a i d e s ,  a n d  t h e  t r a y  b o y .  W i l l  came i n  t w i c e  t o  s a y
h e l l o .
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I  was s o  t i r e d  t h a t  I  s l e p t  most o f  t h e  t i m e ,
the f i r s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  days and t hen  I  borrowed books
and read  a  l o t .  I  was a l l owed  t o  wa lk  down t h e  h a l l
to t h e  bathroom b u t  o n l y  when necessary.

Never hav ing  had n u r s i n g  c a r e  I  dreaded my f i r s t
bed ba th  so  I  asked t h e  d o c t o r  i f  I  cou ld  have t u b
baths. H e  ordered t h e  nurse t o  do  s o .  S h e  came
parading i n t o  my room, t o l d  me my b a t h  was drawn,  and
she would g i v e  i t  t o  me. I  i n s i s t e d  I  cou ld  t a k e  i t
mysel f ,  s o  she ca lm ly  t o o k  t h e  key  f r om  t h e  l o c k  and
t o l d  me t o  be  i n  t h e  t u b  when she  g o t  back.  O n c e  I
got used t o  t h e  i d e a  i t  was a  migh ty  comfo r tab le  way
to t a k e  a  ba th .

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  month  t h e r e  was a n  occupant f o r
the o t h e r  bed on  t h e  porch .  H e  was a  young man, t h e
son o f  a  t h e a t r i c a l  f a m i l y  who was s e n t  t o  Saranac
under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  NVA ( N a t i o n a l  Vaude-
v i l l e  A r t i s t s ) .  H e  had been t h e r e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  had
several  breakdowns, and would consent  t o  r e g u l a t i o n
when he f e l t  bad ,  b u t  would sneak o u t  o n  t h e  town when
he f e l t  be t t e r.  H e  d i d  n o t  make t h e  g r a d e  a s  .s
a TB p a t i e n t ,  b u t  h e  l i v e d  l o n g  enough t o  be  a  p a t i e n t
at  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  new san i ta r ium t h a t  was f i n i s h e d  b y
the NVA w h i l e  I  was up  i n  Saranac.

For 16 weeks I  was k e p t  i n  bed and ga ined  45
pounds. T h e n  my d i e t  was eased t o  m a i n t a i n  180 pounds
and I  was p e r m i t t e d  exerc ises  wh ich  cons i s t ed  o f  wa l k -
ing up and down t h e  h a l l  and v i s i t i n g  o t h e r  p a t i e n t s .

A f t e r  a  s t i n t  o f  a  week o r  s o  o f  w a l k i n g  you were
s ta r t ed  on  t h e  s t a i r s .  F i r s t  you  went up  two  s t e p s ,
rested and r e t u r n e d .  T h i s  was done morning and a f t e r -
noon; each day ano ther  s t ep  was added. W h e n  you g o t
halfway down you went a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  bot tom and
stayed downsta i rs  f o r  t h e  day and s l o w l y  ascended a t
f i v e  o ' c l o c k .  P a t i e n t s  were encouraged t o  spend as
much t i m e  on  t h e  downsta i rs  po rch  as  p o s s i b l e .

The windows o n  t h e  s l e e p i n g  porch  were sash on
a l l  t h r e e  s i des  and t hey  opened and s h u t  b y  s l i d i n g .
In t h e  w i n t e r  t h e y  were l i a b l e  t o  f r e e z e  open,  b u t
once you g o t  used t o  i t ,  y o u  g o t  s o  you  r e a l l y  wanted

o e  .
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In  S a r a n a c  i t  snows  m o s t  e v e r y  d a y  d u r i n g  t h e
w i n t e r - - n o t  b i g  s t o r m s  b u t  l i g h t  s n o w.  W h e n  y o u  wake
up i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o n  a  p o r c h ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  s h a k e  t h e
snow o f f  t h e  t o p  b l a n k e t .  T h e  l o w e s t  t e m p e r a t u r e  I
ever  r e a d  o n  my p o r c h  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  my b e d  was 4 2
degrees b e l o w  z e r o .  M y  b r e a t h  w a s  f r e e z i n g  o n  t h e
edge o f  t h e  b l a n k e t  a n d  I  h a d  t o  c o v e r  my n o s e ,  a l -
t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  o n e  h a n d  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  was warmed
by t u c k i n g  i t  i n  my a r m p i t .

By t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  I  h a d  p r e t t y  w e l l  h e a l e d  my
lung  t i s s u e ,  s o  I  was  p e r m i t t e d  home f o r  a  v i s i t .
But I  h a d  t o  p r o m i s e  I  w o u l d  come b a c k  a n d  s p e n d  t h e
summer i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a s  a  v i s i t o r .  W h e n  I  r e a c h e d
home I  t o o k  i t  e a s y  b u t  t h e r e  was  s o  much t o  d o  t h a t
I  h a d  t o  b e  c a r e f u l .

W i l l  a n d  G l a d y s  L u r s  h a d  s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  down a
a t  V i r g i n i a  Beach  a n d  s t o p p e d  t o  v i s i t  me o n  t h e  way
back.  O n e  d a y  t h e y  d r o v e  me down  t o .  New J e r s e y  t o  s e e
some f r i e n d s .  I  h a d  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  a  v a u d e v i l l e
ac t  p l a y i n g  i n  a  N o r t h  J e r s e y  t o w n  t o  s e e  t h e  show f r o m
the w i n g s .  A f t e r  t h e  show t h e y  l e t  me o f f  i n  m i d t o w n
New Yo r k  a n d  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  E a s t c h e s t e r  b y  subway.

The n e x t  d a y  W i l l  d r o v e  me t o  W h i t e  P l a i n s  t o  v i s i t
r e l a t i v e s  a n d  a s  I  g o t  i n t o  t h e  c a r  t o  r e t u r n  I  s t a r t e d
t o  show b l o o d .  T h e y  g o t  me t o  E a s t c h e s t e r  a n d  t o  b e d ,
b u t  I  b e g a n  t o  h a v e  a  s e v e r e  hemmorhage.

The d o c t o r  g o t  a  t r a i n e d  n u r s e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .
I  h a d  b e e n  h a v i n g  f r e q u e n t  s m a l l  b o u t s  b u t  a b o u t  3  a .m .
I  t h r e w  a  b e a u t .  T h e  n u r s e  l o s t  my  p u l s e ,  r u s h e d  t o
G l a d y s '  r o o m  a n d  t o l d  h e r  I  w a s  d e a d .  S h e  examined  me
and f i g u r e d  t h e r e  was  some l i f e  y e t .  S h e  c a l l e d  t h e
d o c t o r  a n d  h e  a s k e d  h e r  i f  s h e  h a d  a n y  n i t r o g l y c e r i n e
t a b l e t s .  L u c k i l y  f o r  me s h e  h a d  some because  o f  h e r
husband 's  h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n .  S h e  p u t  o n e  i n  s o l u t i o n
and i n j e c t e d  i t ;  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h e  d o c t o r  a r r i v e d  I  was
b e g i n n i n g  t o  show s i g n s  o f  b e i n g  c o n s c i o u s .  F o r  t w o
days I  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h a v e  f r e q u e n t  hemmorhages.  B y  t h i s
t ime t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  o n  t h e  j o b .  M y
d o c t o r  h a d  d e l a y e d  h i s  v a c a t i o n  when  I  was a t  t h e  w o r s t .
H is  s u b s t i t u t e  t o o k  o v e r  o n c e  a n d  I  r e a l i z e d  h e  t h o u g h t
my c a s e  was h o p e l e s s .
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My o n e  c h a n c e ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  w a s  t o  g e t  t o  S a r a n a c .
The d o c t o r  t o l d  my f o l k s  t h a t  i t  was  f o o l i s h  t o  t h i n k
abou t  i t .  I  a s k e d  f o r  a  N . Y.  s p e c i a l i s t  t o  b e  c a l l e d
i n  a n d  h e  r u l e d  t h a t  I  b e  s e n t  t o  S a r a n a c  a s  s o o n  a s
I  h a d  2 4  h o u r s  f r e e  f r o m  b l o o d  i n  t h e  s p u t u m .

When t h a t  happened ,  t h e  f o l k s  c a l l e d  my d o c t o r  i n
Saranac a n d  h e  s e n t  a  n u r s e  t o  b r i n g  me b a c k .  M y  E a s t -
c h e s t e r  n u r s e  r o d e  t h e  ambu lance  t o  Grand  C e n t r a l .  I
was p u t  i n  a  compar tmen t  o n  t h e  ambu lance  s t r e t c h e r
and t h e  S a r a n a c  n u r s e  t o o k  o v e r .

I t  was  a  n i g h t  t r i p  t o  S a r a n a c  a n d  when  t h e  t r a i n
a r r i v e d  a t  7  a . m .  i n  S a r a n a c ,  D r .  L e n t  a n d  a n  ambu lance
were w a i t i n g .  I  was  t a k e n  t o  my o l d  r o o m  a n d  t e m p o r a -
r i l y  d e n i e d  v i s i t o r s .  T h e  t o p  d o c t o r  i n  S a r a n a c  l o o k e d
me o v e r  a s  s o o n  a s  I  h a d  r e s t e d  a  b i t  a n d  h a d  X - r a y s
t a k e n .  H e  p r o n o u n c e d  t h a t  i f  I  w o u l d  f a i t h f u l l y  s t a y
i n  b e d  f o r  a  y e a r  t h a t  I  h a d  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  f o r  r e c o v e r y .

When I  was  f i n a l l y  a l l o w e d  t o  p u t  my  l e g s  t o  t h e
f l o o r ,  I  h a d  t o  l e a r n  t o  w a l k  a g a i n .  M y  l e g  m u s c l e s
had s h r u n k .

By t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 3 1 - 2  I  was  a b l e  t o  g o  o v e r  t o
Lake P l a c i d  b y  a u t o  t o  s e e  t h e  W i n t e r  O l y m p i c  Games.
The w i n t e r  o f  1 9 3 2 - 3 3  I  s p e n t  i n  E a s t c h e s t e r ,  a n d  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  summer I  s p e n t  w i t h  M r s .  H u n t l e y  i n  S c h r o o n
Lake.  B o b  a n d  B i l l  s p e n t  a  mon th  w i t h  me t h e r e .

A l l  t o l d ,  t h e  S a r a n a c  L a k e  e p i s o d e  t o o k  f i v e
yea rs  o f  my l i f e .

THE RESULTS OF THE DEPRESSION ON THE JOHNSTON ESTATE

My f a t h e r  d i e d  i n  1 9 3 4 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I  p e r -
manen t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  S a r a n a c .  T h u s  t h e  b u r d e n  o f
managing h i s  e s t a t e  f e l l  o n  me.  T h e  o r i g i n a l  p i e c e  o f
l a n d  t h e  J o h n s t o n s  owned i n  E a s t c h e s t e r  was c h a n g e d  b y
a s e r i e s  o f  c o m p l i c a t e d  t r a n s a c t i o n s  w h i c h  t r a n s f o r m e d
i t  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  t h e  d a y s  o f  p i c k l e  a n d  s t r a w b e r r y
c r o p s .

r -
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During t h e  2 0 ' s  t h e r e  was a  w i l d  r e a l  e s t a t e  boom,
coupled w i t h  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n .  M y  f a t h e r
managed t o  s e l l  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p l o t s  f o r  a s t o n i s h i n g l y
good p r i c e s .  T h e  t o t a l  s a l e  p r i c e  was $132,000.

F i r s t ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  New Yo r k  bought as  s i t e s  f o r
a schoo l ,  t h e  b l o c k  bounded b y  H o l l e r  Avenue, P rovos t
Avenue , •Ti l l o t son  Avenue and M e r r i t t  Avenue. A  t h i r d
of  t h i s  was p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Johnston fa rm .  T h i s
was an  a l l  cash t r a n s a c t i o n .

Secondly, C u r t i s  Wr igh t  A i r c r a f t  Co. bough t  up
the s a l t  meadow f o r  an  a i r p o r t .  T h i s  was s o l d  a t  a
r i d i c u l o u s l y  h i g h  p r i c e  and under  unusual  c i r c u m -
stances, a s  I  have s a i d .

Then the l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a rm  l o c a t e d  on  t h e
Boston Road runn ing  down t o  t h e  b r i d g e  was s o l d  t o  a
developer f o r  $70,000. $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  was p u t  down and a
blanket  mortgage o f  $60,000 was s e t  t o  be  amor t ized
by payment o f  a  s p e c i f i e d  amount f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f
t i t l e  each t i m e  a  l o t  was s o l d .

But, a f t e r  t h e  depress ion r e a l l y  began t o  g e t
tough t h e  buyer  cou ld  n o t  meet t h e  payments necessary
fo r  t h e  re lease  o f  t h e  t i t l e s .

At t h e  t i m e ,  I  was i n  Saranac, Ger t rude  l i v e d  i n
West Orange, N . J .  and  Ma, who had always l e f t  t h e  bus -
iness t o  my f a t h e r ,  was n o t  equipped t o  hand le  t h e
s i t u a t i o n .  A  f r i e n d  o f  mine,  George Goebel ,  a  r e t i r e d
lawyer,  d i d  h i s  b e s t  and spen t  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o
salvage what he  cou ld .

To t h i s  d a y,  I  do  n o t  understand a l l  t h e  r a m i f i -
cat ions o f  t h a t  d e a l .  I  can o n l y  say  t h a t  t h e  n e t  r e -
turn  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  was
not o v e r  i t s  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e .

My f a t h e r  i nves ted  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  money
from r e a l  e s t a t e  sa les  i n  f i r s t  mor tgages o n  r e s i d e n t i a l
p roper ty.  W h e n  he d i ed  i n  1934, o n l y  one mortgage had
kept up  t h e  i n t e r e s t  payments. A f t e r  t h e  depress ion
worsened, i t  became a lmost  imposs ib l e  t o  c o l l e c t  any
money.
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When t h e  o w n e r  c o u l d  n o t  p a y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o n
the  m o r t g a g e  we  d i d  n o t  f o r e c l o s e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  u n t i l
the  o w n e r  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  p a y  t a x e s  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  I n -
v a r i a b l y ,  w h e n  we w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  f o r e c l o s e ,  t h e  p r o p -
e r t i e s  w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t a x  l i e n s  f o r  b a c k  t a x e s  a n d
were a  y e a r  o r  m o r e  i n  a r r e a r s  f o r  payment  o f  i n t e r e s t
on t h e  m o r t g a g e .

Th i s  m e a n t  t h a t  a f t e r  f o r e c l o s u r e ,  w e  h a d  t o  e x -
pend a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  sum o f  c a p i t a l  t o  r e n o v a t e  t h e
p r o p e r t y ,  b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y .  T h e  p e r i o d
o f  r e a d j u s t m e n t  was  i n  t h e  l a t e  t h i r t i e s  a n d  e a r l y
f o r t i e s ,  w h e n  we  t r i e d  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  c a p i t a l  t i e d
up i n  t h e  f o r e c l o s e d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  h e i r s
under t h e  w i l l  o f  my f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  F.  J o h n s t o n .

I  s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o n
the  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  E s t a t e  a s  a n  e n t i t y  u n t i l  t h e  s a l e
o f  t h e  l a s t  p i e c e  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  i n  1 9 5 9 .  M y  m o t h e r
d i e d  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  m y  s i s t e r  i n  1 9 3 3 ,  h e r  husband  i n  1 9 5 8 ,
l e a v i n g  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  T r u d y  Furman a s  t h e  c h i e f  b e n e -
f i c i a r y  o f  my s i s t e r ' s  s h a r e .  B u t  G e r t r u d e  h a d  w i l l e d
t h a t  o n e  f o u r t h  o f  h e r  s h a r e  was t o  b e  d i v i d e d  among
the  c h i l d r e n  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  D e w i t t  Fu rman ,  b y  a  p r e -
v i o u s  m a r r i a g e .  S o ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  a n y  c a s h
c a p i t a l  h a d  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  e q u a l l y  b e t w e e n  my s i s t e r ' s
h e i r s  a n d  m y s e l f .

The r e m a i n i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  o f  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  W i l l i a m
F.  J o h n s t o n ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  ( 3 5 0 9  C o n n e r  S t r e e t ) ,
the  b r i c k  f a c t o r y ( t h e  o l d  p i c k l e  f a c t o r y ) ,  a n d  t h e  d i -
l a p i d a t e d  b a r n  o n  a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  o v e r  a n  a c r e  w h i c h
was s o l d  i n  1959  f o r  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s ,  p l u s  t h e  v a l u e  i n
mor tgage ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  u n d i v i d e d  a s s e t s
o f  t h e  E s t a t e .  I t  was  d i v i d e d  e q u a l l y  be tween  t h e
E x e c u t o r  o f  t h e  E s t a t e s  o f  my s i s t e r  a n d  h e r  husband
(bo th  d e c e a s e d )  a n d  m y s e l f .

T h i s  c l o s e d  o u t  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  my f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m
F.  J o h n s t o n .
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CALIFORNIA HERE WE COME!

A f t e r  my f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  O c t o b e r  1 9 3 4  my m o t h e r
was e x h a u s t e d  f r o m  h e r  l o n g  s t r a i n  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  h i m .
We p l a n n e d  t o  g o  down t o  F l o r i d a  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r .

New Ye a r ' s  E v e ,  G e r t r u d e  a n d  D i t *  came o v e r  f r o m
J e r s e y  a n d  f r i e n d s  f r o m  M t .  Ve r n o n  came down t o  E a s t -
c h e s t e r  t o  s e e  t h e  New Ye a r  i n .  T h e y  w e r e  w e l l  a c -
q u a i n t e d  w i t h  F l o r i d a  a n d  w e r e  supposed  t o  g i v e  Ma a n d
me a d v i c e  o n  w h a t  t o  d o  a n d  s e e .

A f t e r  G e r t r u d e  a n d  D i t  h a d  r e t i r e d ,  I  h e l p e d  Ma
c l e a n  u p  t h e  d i s h e s .  W e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  t r i p  a n d
found t h a t  b o t h  o f  u s  w e r e  l u k e w a r m  a b o u t  F l o r i d a .  I
sugges ted  t h a t  w e  c h a n g e  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a . .
Ma was  a g r e e a b l e  b u t  was  a f r a i d  t h a t  G e r t r u d e  w o u l d
o b j e c t .  S o ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  g o  Wes t  b u t  c l a i m  F l o r i d a
as o u r  o b j e c t .  W e  l e f t  f o r  F l o r i d a  w i t h i n  a  f e w  d a y s
and d r o v e  s o u t h .  B e f o r e  w e  t u r n e d  w e s t  w e  s e n t  G e r t r u d e
a t e l e g r a m  t e l l i n g  h e r  t o  s e n d  o u r  m a i l  t o  E l  P a s o ,
Texas .

We made o u r  way  v i a  r o u t e  8 0  t h r o u g h  Te n n e s s e e ,
then t o  A r i z o n a  a n d  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  we
r e s t e d  a  f e w  d a y s .  W e  d r o v e  u p  t h e  c o a s t  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s
and f i n a l l y ,  h a v i n g  c o n t a c t e d  D r .  B r o w n ,  o u r  f o r m e r
d o c t o r  i n  M t .  Ve r n o n ,  w e  t o o k  a  h o u s e  i n  Pasadena.  W e
were t h e r e  a b o u t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l o r e d
the  a r e a  f r o m  S a n t a  B a r b a r a  t o  t h e  B o r d e r  a n d  f r o m  Pa lm
Spr i ngs  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c .  W e  r e t u r n e d  home v i a  San  F r a n -
c i s c o  a n d  t h e  S a n  J o a q u i n  V a l l e y .

Note :  HWJ a c t u a l l y  w e n t  o n  t w o  t r i p s  W e s t .  H e
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  i n  1 9 3 7 .

*  D i t  was  G e r t r u d e ' s  h u s b a n d  a n d  a l s o  a  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e
on t h e  L o n g w o r t h  s i d e .



CIVIC WORK

In  1 9 3 7 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  o u r  r e t u r n  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a ,
I  happened  t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  newspape r  t h a t  t h e  New Yo r k
C i t y  B o a r d  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h a d  r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o n
t o  make a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e x t e n d i n g  C o n -
course  Avenue  l i n e  o f  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  Subway S y s t e m
from 2 0 5 t h  S t r e e t  e a s t  a l o n g  B u r k e  Avenue  t o  a  s p o t
c l o s e  t o  t h e  r e c e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  H i l l s i d e  Deve lopmen t
owned b y  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  L i f e  I n s u r a n c e  C o .  T h e
paper  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  name o f  a  man I  knew  s l i g h t l y  a s
b e i n g  t h e  s o l e  s p e a k e r  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  I
t h o u g h t  w o u l d  b e  a n  a s s e t  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y.  T h i s  b e g a n
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w o r k  t o  i m p r o v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e
N o r t h e a s t  B r o n x .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  l o o k e d  u p o n  t h i s  w o r k
as a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  my c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n .

I  c a l l e d  u p  t h i s  man a n d  o f f e r e d  my h e l p .  H e  s u g -
ges ted  t h a t  I  c a l l  a  mass m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f
E a s t c h e s t e r  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e .  I  managed t o  e n l i s t
the  a i d  o f  a  y o u n g  l e a d e r  o f  a n  I t a l i a n  Ta x p a y e r ' s
Group. H e  g a v e  me t h e  names o f  t w o  o t h e r  c i v i c  g r o u p s
who w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n .

I  h a d  l a r g e  p o s t e r s  p r i n t e d  a n d  t a c k e d  u p  i n  a l l
a v a i l a b l e  p l a c e s  a n n o u n c i n g  a  mass m e e t i n g  o n  t r a n s p -
o r t a t i o n .  O v e r  1 0 0  i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d  a n d  a l -
most e v e r y  o n e  h a d  t h e i r  own i d e a  o f  w h e r e  a  subway
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  u s u a l l y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v a l u e
o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .

A c o m m i t t e e  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  B o a r d  o f
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e i r  i d e a s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e
met a t  my  h o u s e  s e v e r a l  e v e n i n g s  a f t e r w a r d s .  W e  d e c i d e d
to  a s k  t h e  B r o n x  member o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  C h a r l e s  V .  H a l l e y ,
f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e w  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n .
We a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  we  w o u l d  n o t  o p p o s e  t h e  B o a r d ' s
p l a n ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .

There w e r e  a b o u t  1 0  o f  u s  t h a t  w e n t  down .  C o m -
m i s s i o n e r  H a l l e y  h a d  h i s  o f f i c e  a l l  s e t  u p  f o r  a  f o r -
mal h e a r i n g .  H i s  e v e r y  move was v e r y  f o r m a l .  A f t e r
c o n s i d e r a b l e  t a l k ,  h e  i n v i t e d  u s  a l l  o v e r  t o  t h e  b a c k
o f  t h e  r o o m  t o  s e e  a  map o f  t h e  r o u t e .  H e  s t a r t e d  t o
e x p l a i n  i t .  T h e r e  was  n o  c r i t i c i s m  o r  p r o p o s e d  change
on o u r  p a r t .  W h e n  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we  w e r e  i n  a g r e e -
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ment,  h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h a w e d  o u +  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
i n t e r v i e w  was f r a n k  a n d  i n f o r m a l .  T h a t  m e e t i n g  was
the  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  C h a r l e s
H a l l e y ,  h i s  w i f e  a n d  m y s e l f  t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  h e  d i e d
i n  1 9 6 0 .

I n  1 9 3 8 ,  t h e  r a i l  l i n e  s e r v i n g  E a s t c h e s t e r  w e n t
b a n k r u p t  a n d  l e f t  u s  w i t h o u t  r a p i d  t r a n s i t  t o  New Yo r k .
A c i t i z e n  e f f o r t  was  n e e d e d  t o  p r e s s u r e  t h e  C i t y  o f
New Yo r k  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  L e x i n g t o n  Avenue  subway  t o
E a s t c h e s t e r .

So, w e  o r g a n i z e d  o u r  own g r o u p  i n t o  a  c l o s e - k n i t
e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t w e l v e  members u n d e r  t h e  name
o f  T h e  A l l i e d  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  O l d  E a s t c h e s t e r ,
w h i c h  a t  l e a s t  o n  p a p e r ,  w a s  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e p r e -
s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c i v i c  g r o u p s  t h r o u g h o u t
the  a r e a .  W e  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  s u c h  a  way  t h a t  w e
c o u l d  m o b i l i z e  a n d  move o n  C i t y  H a l l  wheneve r  a  new
deve lopment  came u p  r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  D u r i n g
the f e w  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n
c a r r i e d  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  w e i g h t  i n  C i t y  H a l l  when i t
came t o  c i v i c  m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  N . E .  B r o n x .

At  o n e  p o i n t  i n  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  o u r  g r o u p  d e c i d e d
to  o p p o s e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n ,  c a l l e d  t h e  B u r k e  Avenue
e x t e n s i o n ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h e  H i l l s i d e  Deve lopmen t
a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  E a s t c h e s t e r .

An a t t e m p t  was  made b y  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  H i l l s i d e  t o
o r g a n i z e  t h e i r  t e n a n t s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a n s p o r -
t a t i o n  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  subway i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  H i l l s i d e .
A t  a  mass m e e t i n g  i n  H i l l s i d e  p l a n s  w e r e  made b y  t h e
mayor o f  H i l l s i d e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t e n a n t s  b y  b u s  t o  t h e
C i t y  H a l l  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  v e r y  f e w  w e n t .

Our g r o u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r r i v e d  e a r l y  b y  d e s i g n  a n d
were w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  d o o r s  t o  o p e n  i n  s u c h  numbers  t h a t
soon t h e  chamber  was f i l l e d .  W h e n  t h e  m e e t i n g  was
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r ,  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  change  t h e  agenda
to  g e t  r i d  o f  u s .

The H i l l s i d e  G r o u p ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  N a t h a n
S t r a u s ,  h a d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  C .  I c k l e .  T h i s  c a u s e d
LaGuard ia  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  New Yo r k  C i t y  was  n o t  b e i n g
run f r o m  Wa s h i n g t o n .  T h e  m e e t i n g  ended  w i t h  L a G u a r d i a
p r o m i s i n g  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .
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He a n d  h i s  p a r t y  a r r i v e d  b y  a u t o  a l o n g  t h e  p r o -
posed l i n e  a n d  w e r e  m e t  b y  a  s m a l l  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e
A l l i e d  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  head  man f r o m  H i l l -
s i d e .  A s  a  g r o u p  we  w a l k e d  f r o m  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o -
posed l i n e  t o  H i l l s i d e  homes,  p r e c e d e d  b y  a  demented
woman homeowner w a l k i n g  b a c k w a r d  a n d  p o u r i n g  f o r t h
what  w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  h e r  p r o p e r t y  i f  t h e  r o u t e  w e r e
n o t  changed  t o  p a s s  h e r  h o u s e .

The B u r k e  Av e n u e  subway n e v e r  g o t  p a s t  t h e  p a p e r
and t a l k  s t a g e .

However,  w e  c o n t i n u e d  o u r  f i g h t  f o r  t r a n s i t .  F o r
a w h i l e  I  was  o w n e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  e d i t o r ,  a n d  c o p y w r i t e r
o f  t h e  B r o n x  C i v i c  V o i c e ,  a  1 2  p a g e  t a b l o i d  w i t h  a  c i r -
c u l a t i o n  o f  .20 ,000  c o p i e s .  I t  was d e v o t e d  e n t i r e l y  t o
the  f i g h t  f o r  t r a n s i t  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  B r o n x .  ' T h e  c o s t
o f  p r i n t i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  was c o v e r e d  b y  a d v e r t i s i n g .
I  s e n t  a  c o p y  o f  e a c h  i s s u e  t o  a l l  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s .

I t  was  e f f e c t i v e  t o o .  W h e n  t h e  c o p y  f o r  t h e  1 2 t h
e d i t i o n  was o n  my d e s k ,  I  r e c e i v e d  a  p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m
the  B o a r d  o f  E s t i m a t e s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a p p r o v e d
the  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  subway t o  D y r e  Av e nu e .

When t h e  l i n e  was  f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e r e  was  a
b i g  c e l e b r a t i o n  t o  o p e n  i t .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  t r a i n  t o
Dyre Av e n u e ,  t h e  M a y o r ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E s t i m a t e s ,  a n d
members o f  t h e  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  w e r e  a l l  a b o a r d .  We
had a  g r a n d s t a n d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  s t a t i o n  f o r  s p e e c h -
making.  S o m e w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a  p i c t u r e  s h o w i n g  L a G u a r d i a
and I ,  s i d e  b y  s i d e ,  h e a d i n g  t h e  p a r a d e  down D y r e
Avenue t o  t h e  l u n c h e o n  a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n .

I  l e a r n e d  l a t e r  i t  was p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  I  w o u l d  u s e
the  p o p u l a r i t y  f r o m  t h i s  t r a n s i t  f i g h t  a s  a  s t e p p i n g
s tone  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  B u t  I  c a n  h o n e s t l y  s a y
p o l i t i c s  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  campa ign  f o r  t r a n s i t .
We w e r e  a  n o n - p a r t i s a n  f o r c e  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  c a n d i d a t e s
f o r  c o u n c i l  t h a t  h a d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  won
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  p a r t y .

*  I  remember  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  campa ign - -
g a t h e r i n g  s i g n a t u r e s  i n  a  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  h o u s e  t o
house c a n v a s s .  A t  o n e  B o a r d  o f  E s t i m a t e  h e r r i n g ,
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Dad p r o p o s e d  t h a t  I  d r i v e  my o l d  M o d e l  A  u p  t h e
C i t y  H a l l  s t e p s  a s  a  p u b l i c i t y  s t u n t .  I t  n e v e r  came
o f f - - i t  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  made i t  a n y w a y.  M a y b e
he w a s n ' t  s e r i o u s .

Th i s  w h o l e  campa ign  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f
Rober t  M o s e s '  a s c e n d e n c y  t o  p o w e r  i n  New Yo r k  C i t y .
Dad a n d  members o f  t h e  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  d i s t r u s t e d
h im,  n o  d o u b t  b e c a u s e  h i s  a n t i -mass t r a n s i t  b i a s  l e d
h im t o  o p p o s e  t h e  subway  e x t e n s i o n .  R C J

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :
Hav ing r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  t r a n s i t  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e

(Bronx)  Home News,  I  c a n  a d d  a  f e w  more  d e t a i l s  t o
t h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  HWJ 's  r o l e  a s  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y
o f  t h e  A l l i e d  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  O l d  E a s t c h e s t e r .
I n  1 9 3 8 ,  t h e  C i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  B u r k e  Avenue  e x t e n s i o n
i n  i t s  b u d g e t  f o r  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .  B u t  b y  e a r l y  1 9 3 9 ,
i t  was  a p p a r e n t  t o  r e s i d e n t s  o f  N o r t h e a s t  B r o n x  a s
w e l l  a s  t o  some p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  C h a r l e s  H a l l e y  t h a t
the  " i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  B u r k e  Avenue  subway was  a  h o a x
s taged  t o  q u e l l  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n . "  ( M r .  8 ,  1 9 3 9  HN A l )

Wh i le  t h e  B u r k e  Avenue  E x t e n s i o n  was  b e i n g  d i s -
cussed,  t h e  W e s t c h e s t e r  &  B o s t o n  R a i l r o a d  w e n t  b a n k -
r u p t ,  a n d  b y  J u n e ,  1 9 3 9 ,  t h e  A l l i e d  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n
was u r g i n g  t h e  c i t y  t o  b u y  u p  t h e  t r a c k s  f o r  r a p i d
t r a n s i t  t o  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  B r o n x .  T h e  c i t y  was  r e -
l u c t a n t  t o  d o  t h i s  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .

Robe r t  Moses ,  t h e  p o w e r f u l  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n e r,
had h i s  e y e  o n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l a n d  t o  b u i l d  a  t o l l  t r u c k
h ighway.  T h i s  i d e a  was opposed  b y  t h e  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n s
& t h e  C i t y  was  f i n a l l y  f o r c e d  i n t o  b u y i n g  t h e  abandoned
t r a c k s  i n  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 .

Throughou t  t h i s  w h o l e  s t r u g g l e  Herman J o h n s t o n
proved  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  a n  a s t u t e  a n d  a b l e  o r g a n i z e r .  H e
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p u b l i c i t y  a n d  a p p l y i n g
c o n s t i t u e n t  p r e s s u r e  t o  r e c a l c i t r a n t  o f f i c i a l s .  H e
knew when t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b u s i n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i s c u s s e d
by g o v e r n m e n t a l  b o d i e s  a n d  when t o  p r o d u c e  l a r g e  numbers
o f  p e o p l e .  A t  mass m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  C i v i c
A s s o c i a t i o n s  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  5 0 0  t o  7 5 0  p e o p l e  was n o t
u n u s u a l ,  s h o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  knew how t o  m o b i l i z e
peop le  when n e c e s s a r y.
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HWJ was  a l s o  i n n o v a t i v e  i n  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  h e  u s e d
to  k e e p  t h e  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  c i t y .  I n  A p r i l  o f  1 9 3 9 ,
he o r g a n i z e d  a  l a r g e  number  o f  l a n d o w n e r s  i n  N o r t h e a s t
Bronx t o  r e q u e s t  l o w e r  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t
t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  w e r e  w o r t h  l e s s  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e
r a p i d  t r a n s i t .  L a t e r  t h a t  same m o n t h  a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n
o f  t h e  M a j o r  Deegan Exp ressway  HWJ l o w e r e d  a  huge
banner f r o m  a  w indow  o p p o s i t e  t h e  c e r e m o n y.  T h e  message
urged L a G u a r d i a  t o  g i v e  t h e  B r o n x  some r e p r e s e n t a t i o n
on t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  H W J  a l s o  g o t  s e v e r a l
i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  o n  h i s  s i d e ,  o n e  o f  whom was
the h e a d  o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  Commi t t ee  o f  C i t y  C o u n c i l .  H e
promised t o  h o l d  u p  a l l  e x p e d i t u r e s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n
u n t i l  w o r k  commenced o n  t h e  B u r k e  Avenue  e x t e n s i o n .

The O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 3 9  i s s u e  o f  t h e  B r o n x  Home News
c a r r i e d  t h e  h e a d l i n e ,  " M e e t i n g  Ends  i n  N e a r  R i o t  o v e r
Burke A v e .  S u b w a y -  7 0 0  P e o p l e  A t t e n d . "  A t  t h i s  m e e t i n g
HWJ was  a c c u s e d  o f  w o r k i n g " i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  b o n d -
h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  W e s t c h e s t e r  &  B o s t o n  R a i l r o a d . "  A t  a
subsequent  m e e t i n g  HWJ r e f u t e d  t h e s e  c h a r g e s  b y  p u b l i c l y
t e a r i n g  u p  a  $ 1 . 0 0  c h e c k  f r o m  t h e  R a i l r o a d  f o r  a  s u b -
s c r i p t i o n  t o  h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e  B r o n x  C i v i c  Vo i c e , - t h e  o n l y
money h e  e v e r  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b o n d h o l d e r .
H is  f r i e n d  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  C i v i c
A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  H e r b e r t  H o l t o n ,  a l s o  j umped  t o  h i s  d e f e n s e
b u t  C h a r l e s  V .  H a l l e y  summed u p  HWJ's  c o n t r i b u t i o n  b e s t .
H a l l e y  c a l l e d  t h i s  a c c u s a t i o n  " a n  u n w a r r a n t e d  a t t a c k
on J o h n s t o n . "  H e  c o n t i n u e d ,  " H e  (HWJ) h a s  w o r k e d  t i r e -
l e s s l y ,  w i t h o u t  h o p e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r  o t h e r  r e w a r d ,  f o r
the  c i v i c  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.  H e  i s n ' t  a
'phony c i v i c  w o r k e r '  a n d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  commun i ty
o b j e c t  t o  t h e  a t t a c k . "

P.  S .  1 5  CELEBRATION

I n  1 9 4 2  t h e  New Yo r k  C i t y  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  1 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  i t s  f o u n d i n g  b y
a p p r o p r i a t e  e x e r c i s e s  i n  o n e  s c h o o l  i n  e a c h  B o r o u g h .
They c h o s e  P.  S .  1 5  o n  D y r e  Avenue  i n  E a s t c h e s t e r  n e a r
the Moun t  Ve r n o n  C i t y  L i n e .  T h i s  s c h o o l  was b u i l t  i n
1872, 2 3  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a n n e x a t i o n  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  New
York .  M y  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  N a t h a n  J o h n s t o n ,  w a s  c h a i r m a n
o f  t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d .  T h e  We i s s  s h o p  f u r n i s h e d  t h e
doors a n d  w i n d o w s .  J u s t  p r e v i o u s  t o  a n n e x a t i o n
W i l l i a m  F.  J o h n s t o n  was t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f
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E d u c a t i o n .  S o ,  I  was  a s k e d  t o  s e r v e  o n  a  c o m m i t t e e
o rgan i zed  b y  M r s .  W a r p o l e ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  P. S .  8 4  a n d
P.S.  1 5  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  p u b l i c  c e l e b r a t i o n .

Research was c o n d u c t e d  a b o u t  a l l  p h a s e s  o f  s c h o o l
work  i n  1842  a n d  f o r  t h a t  d a y  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s
were a t t i r e d  a s  o f  a  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e ;  s c h o o l  was c o n -
duc ted  a s  i t  was  t h e n .

The m a i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  was t o  b e  a t  a n
o u t d o o r  ce remony  a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  NYC B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n
and t h e  B o r o u g h  P r e s i d e n t  L y o n .  M u c h  t o  my s u r p r i s e
they  d e d i c a t e d  a  b r o n z  p l a q u e  t o  b e  p l a c e d  o n  s h e
f o u n d a t i o n  i n  h o n o r  o f  N a t h a n  J o h n s t o n  who  was r e s p o n -
s i b l e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l .

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a  l a r g e  b a n q u e t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y
top members o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  f o r -
mer s t u d e n t s .

WAR WORK

Dur i ng  W o r l d  Wa r  I I ,  He rman  J o h n s t o n  s e r v e d  a s  a
C a p t a i n  i n  t h e  A i r  Wardens  S e r v i c e .  H e  l i v e d  a t  t h e
f a m i l y  h o u s e  o n  Conne r  S t r e e t ,  r a i s i n g  c h i c k e n s  a n d
do ing  s m a l l - s c a l e  f a r m i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f
r a t i o n i n g .  H e  a l s o  made wooden t o y s  a s  a  means o f
s u p p o r t  f o r  a  t i m e .

LONG ISLAND DEVELOPMENT

My s i s t e r  a n d  f a m i l y  h a d  moved t o  M a t t i t u c k  o n
Pecon ic  B a y.  W h i l e  v i s i t i n g  h e r  I  came a c r o s s  a
p a r t i a l l y  u n d e v e l o p e d  s a n d  s p i t  c a l l e d  F i s h e r m a n ' s
Beach, w h i c h  p r o j e c t e d  o u t  i n t o  P e c o n i c  B a y  f r o m  Nassau
P o i n t .  I  b o u g h t  a  p i e c e  o f  i t  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  e x -
t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d  b y  h a u l i n g  i n  f i l l  f o r  t h e  l o w  s p o t s .

Note :  P . S .  8 4  was t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l t  o n  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  t h e
Johns ton  f a r m  a d j a c e n t  t o  3 5 0 9  C o n n e r  S t r e e t .  I t  was
a 6  r o o m  s c h o o l  w i t h  s e v e r a l  g r a d e s  i n  some rooms .  R C J
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My amb i t i on  was t o  e r e c t  a  two  c a r  conc re te  b l o c k

house w i t h  s l eep ing  q u a r t e r s  above f o r  my own use,  and
another which would be  a  one and a  h a l f  s t o r y  f rame
house w i t h  t h r e e  bedrooms.

I  s t a r t e d  do ing  a l l  t h e  work  m y s e l f ,  a s  a  s o r t
of cha l lenge  t o  my p h y s i c a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  d u r i n g  prev ious
years. B u t  I  found t h a t  Herb H o l t o n  had n o t  t a u g h t  us
how t o  l a y  concre te  b locks  i n  schoo l  and l u g g i n g
concrete b locks  was n o t  f o r  a n  ex-TBer.  S o ,  I  had a
mason l a y  t h e  b locks  and I  t o o k  o v e r  f r o m  t h e r e .  I n -
stead o f  a  two c a r  garage w i t h  an  u p s t a i r s  bedroom, I
made one s i d e  o f  t h e  garage a  k i t c h e n  and d i n i n g
room and t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  as  a  l i v i n g  room. I  t o o k  i t
over as  my res idence as  soon as  i t  was f i n i s h e d .

I  t h e n  planned t o  b u i l d  a  s t o r y  and a  h a l f  f rame
house which looked  o u t  o v e r  t h e  bay.  I  had t h e  B i g
House f ramed- t h e r e  was a  l a r g e  l i v i n g  room ( 1 5 ' x 2 1 ' ) ,
a k i t c h e n  t h e  same s i z e ,  a  d i n i n g  room, and  a  bedroom
in  a  wing.  O n  t h e  second f l o o r  t h e r e  were two  l a r g e
bedrooms w i t h  a  s l eep ing  c a p a c i t y  f o r  s i x .

I  had a  lumber d e a l e r  as  a  t e n a n t  o n  Boston Road
and d u r i n g  t h e  war  he s e n t  up  a  t r u c k  t o  New England
to l o a d  lumber f rom t h e  woods o n  t o  f r e i g h t  c a r s .  H e
brought me a  coup le  l oads  o f  rough  sawed p i n e  board ,
tha t  were so  f u l l  o f  k n o t s  t h a t  t h e y  were v e r y  l ow
grade lumber.  I  had them stacked f o r  o v e r  a  y e a r  i n
Eastchester t o  c u r e ,  t h e n  I  had them p laned o n  one
s ide and d e l i v e r e d  t o  Long I s l a n d .

As a  r e s u l t ,  I  have t h e  l i v i n g  room, d i n i n g  room
and k i t c h e n  and s t a i r w e l l  i n  t h e  k n o t t i e s t  o f  k n o t t y
pine.

I  was go ing  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  B l o c k  House myse l f
wh i l e  I  b u i l t  t h e  B i g  House b u t  o n  Decora t ion  Day 1946
I  had t o  g i v e  i t  up t o  my f i r s t  t e n a n t  and ba tch  i t  i n
the B i g  House. I  f i n i s h e d  t h e  B i g  House and had a
t h i r d  b u i l d i n g ,  a  boat  house,  r e a d y  f o r  my own occupancy
i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  I t  has t w o  s l e e p i n g  compartments t h a t
can s leep  t h r e e  peop le .  B u t  when my g randch i l d ren  come
down t o  v i s i t  d u r i n g  t h e  season t h e y  b r i n g  t h e i r
s leeping bags.
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* A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  on  Fisherman's Beach:
Purchased L o t  16 A p r i l  12 ,  1944 f r om Hor ton

14 J u l y  26 ,  1946 f rom S t e r l i n g
13 J u l y  16 ,  1946 f r om Jackson

Star ted t h e  B lock  House Labor  Day 1946.

A f t e r  s e l l i n g  o f f  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  3509 Conner S t .
p rope r t y,  Dad considered Eastern  Long I s l a n d  and F i s h e r -
man's Beach h i s  home. H e  found go ing  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  v e r y
d i s t a s t e f u l  b u t  was v e r y  happy t o  occupy h i m s e l f  w i t h
the t a s k s  o f  b u i l d i n g  and t h e n  r e n t i n g  and ma in ta in i ng
the d w e l l i n g s  o n  t h e  P o i n t .  H e  was a b l e  t o  use h i s
c rea t i ve  and mechanical  a b i l i t i e s ,  and he  was s u r -
rounded, d u r i n g  t h e  summers a t  l e a s t ,  w i t h  people  who
appreciated h i s  r o l e  as  "mayor o f  F isherman's  Beach. "
He l o v e d  t h e  water  and d i d  n o t  seem t o  mind t h e
long pe r i ods  o f  s o l i t u d e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and f a l l .  I
t h i n k  t h i s  l a s t  phase o f  h i s  l i f e  was a  f a i r l y  happy
one. R C J
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